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COURTESY photo 
Th* Skinwalkrrs was Inspired by the work of Southwest Native American artist Helen Hardin 

‘Skinwalkers’ brings ancient ones to life 
ANNE MOSER-KORNFELD 

■ 

The { ugene Ba'set presents 
The Sk>n*nikers, a world pre 
mom ballet by the company's 
artiste director Toni Pwnbte. on 

Saturday. Apr>! 8 at 8 p m and 
Sunday April 9 s!?Mpm a! 
the Hull Center 

The Sktnwalkers is inspired by 
ibe «* pi Southwest Name 
American artist Helen Hardm 
The baiiei integrates mo skitifut 
use o< masks lighting and sets 
to create a world where me 
ancieni ones come to life 

R<iay Grannan. managing 
director ol me Eugene Ballet 
Company, said mo company 
spent a month m Me*«co where 
Pimble did research on the clifl 
dwellings and returned with an 

interpretative took mto me t,ves 
o! Native A" ans 

"The driving intensity Qt the 
piece rotates more to contempo- 
rary art." Grannan fund 

E ach dance in The Skinwaik 
ers takes its name trom me titte 
of one of Helen Hardin's paint- 
ings Hardin was a Santa Oara 
Indian whose creative work was 
at the cutting edge combm- 

mg (he traditional ad ot the 
southwest with the Cubist and 

«!>'ess (it art :>! I 

Ptmble touches on many of 
the customs arid mages of the 
Anasari Indians of the South- 
west United States m the ballet 
ano worked in collaboration with 
costume designer l ynn Bowers, 
set destgne' Marty Nelson and 
lighting designer Lloyd Sobei to 
create the stage inspired by 
Hardm's paintings 

One ot the dances within The 
Skmwttikers is "Shadows of the 
Oesed," in which dancers 
depicting natives ot the south- 
west enter a pta/a m a ptoc.es 
serial c ireie The movement 
represents the circular dance 
formations that take place a! a 
(estival 

Qrannan said the various 
components of the dances are 
designed lo give people a dif- 
ferent perspective 

Pmbte received money to 
produce The Sktnw^lkers from 
the University Foundation, in 

particular the fJoeketheide 
Gran! which provides endow 
moots m chemistry, dance and 
music 

In conjunction with The Skin- 
walkers program are two ol Pim 
ble's most highly acclaimed 
works. Two's Company and 
Common Ground 

Two’s Company has received 
rave reviews from the New York 
Times. Dance Magazine and 
The Village Voice, among oth 
ers Common Ground, which 
has played twice in Atlanta, will 
make its west coast prern.ere at 
the Eugene performance 

Common Ground, said to be 
Pimble's best work has been 
descnt>ed as a ballet that 
'packs a wallop and demands 
to bo seen time and time .igain 

1 

T he dances have very differ 
ent dynamics to them The Sktn- 
walkers is very costume- and 
set-tocused. whereas the others 
are movement oriented 

Grannan believes the pro- 
duction is one that proves the 
Eugene Bailet has a lot of nerve 
and that the ba ot deserves the 
reward ol being given a chance 
by iocai audiences 

Tickets are available through 
the Mutt Center Ticket Office at 
687-5000 Ticket prices are $39 
$25 $18 50. $14 and $8 
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