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House backs anti-deadbeat bill

SALEM (AP) — A bill to sus-
pend the driver's licenses of parents
who fall more than $2,.500 behind
on child support payments won
strong endorsement Wednesday in
the Oregon House

The measure cleared the House on a 47-10 vote
after backers said the license suspensions would
help the state collect millions of dollars in back
child-support payments

Children are the ones who suffer most when a
parent refuses to pay support to the other parent
with custody of the children, sponsors said

“For many families, it means the difference
between being able to pay your rent or not mak-
ing it."”" said Rep. Lisa Naito, D-Portland, co-spon
sor of HB2357, “"This has the ability to help thou
sands of children in this state ™

The measure was sont to the Senate over the
objections of some representatives who said sus
pending a driver's liconse seems too drastic a step
for non-payment of child support

Rep. Lonnie Roberts, D-Portland, said he object
ed to the measure because it does not allow for
licenses to be granted in hardship cases where a
parent can show that they have no other way of
getting to and from work

I don't support deadbeat parents, but I have a
prnhlf-m with that section,” Roberts said
Backers of the bill said the license suspension
would be used as a last resort against parents who
won't pay court-ordered child support
1 don't feel sorry for those sleazeballs who
don't care about their kids,” said Rep. Tim Josi, D
Bay City. “If they value their driver’s licenses more
than they value their kids, to heck with them
Seven other states already take away driving
privileges for failure to pay child suppont
Oregon officials have estimated that suspending
dn\.rlr'-. lli NI sas \'ilnl.]l] inomsase U“I'{ fions h\ .S-i
million in the next two years
Meanwhile, the Senate is considering a related
bill to expand a current law that allows the state to
vank certain occupational licenses of people who
don’t pay child support
A 1993 law allows the state to suspend licenses
of commercial truckers, landscapers, electricians
plumbers, commercial fishermen, construction
contractors and real estate agents
The measure that is pending in the Senate
SB1392, would cover a broader range of state-regu
lated o l.llpﬂhul‘i-i from doctors to tavern owners to
day-care operators

Monument will honor firefighters

PRINEVILLE (AP) — Parents
of some of the Prineville Hot
shots who died on Storm King and a
Mountain in Colorado watched
Waodnesday as a model of a
monument was unveiled to hon-

el of the monument. It depicts
three firefighters
woman
around a charred snag. The 11
foot-tall bronze statue is to be

fighters.”
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or all those who fight forest
fires

“We regard the wildland fire-
fighter as one of the unsung
ht'rm". of our soc loty, llmi wi're
pleased to announce that
Prineville will be the site of the
first monument in the country

honoring the contributions of

wildland firefighters,” said
Doug Hagen, whose daughter,
lerri Hagen, was among the hot
shots who died in the July 6 fire
Twenty-eight men and
women died fighting forest fires
across the country last year,
including 14 on Storm King
Mountain outside Glenwood
Springs, Colo. Among those 14
were 9 from the Prineville Hot-
shots, an elite U.S. Forest Ser-
vice fire crew based here at the
Ochoco National Forest,
Colorado sculptor David R
Nelson showed off his wax mod-

unveiled in Ochoco Creek Park
in October

“They are heroes to me, and |
hope that when people visit
Prineville 1o see the monument
they will come away with that
same feeling,” Nelson said of the
firefighters

The monument will be
“absolutely authentic, right
down to the brand name on the
chainsaw and the can of ‘snoose’
in the sawyer's pocket,” Nelson
said

A monument to the firefight
ers who died on Storm King
Mountain will be unveiled July
6 on the first anniversary of their
deaths

“Our monument here is dif-
ferent from that,” said Hagen
“While we are particularly rec-
ognizing the Storm King Moun
tain victims, we felt it most
appropriate to make a monu
ment to honor all wild land fire

King Mountain, said Norm Hes
seldahl, Ochoco National Forest
spokesman

Parents of the Prineville Hot
shots who died formed a com
mittee and voted in November
to dedicate the money toward
the monument. They plan to
raise additional money by sell
ing gallery-sized replicas of the
statue and figurines. Once the
monument 1s ih]ill 'JI’. remailn
ing funds will go to scholarships
in memory of the fireflighters
”t"u.l'l:'l:l'ﬂ ‘u!lil

N‘t'-l!lwhlll' the
Hotshots crew is expected to be
available by mid-June for duty
fighting wildfires

Hessoldah! said
Hotshots superintendent Tom
Shepard is recruiting for the 20
member crew. Shepard and fore
man Brvan Scholz, who both
fought the Storm King Mountain
fire, will return to lead the crew

Prineville

Prineville

Assistance programs may be limited

SALEM (AP) — For Cynthia Hensley, receiving
welfare and other public assistance programs for
the past eight years has meant the difference
between her health and destitution

Hensley, a single parent of a 7-year-old daughter,
suffers from severe diabetes and has been unable
to work. Her medication alone costs almost $300
per month

Now the Salem woman is getting her illness under
control and her life back together, by participat-
ing in a program that provides work skills and teach-
es people how to get a job

But Hensley says proposals in the Legislature
to limit Aid to Families with Dependent Children
payments to two years may not be the best solution
to move people from public assistance to self
reliance

“I don’t think people should live on welfare for-
ever, but people should have the chance to live,”
she said. ** Sometimes it might take a little bit longer
for some people to do what they have to.”

The Oregon proposals mirror a similar effort in
Congress, with the idea being that the states and
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federal government need to cut costs of puh]u 15518
tance programs while getting people into jobs

State Rep. Charles Starr, R-Hillsboro, says his pro
pus‘ul to limit assistance payments to two years 1s
a way 1o break a cycle of perpetual rellance on wel
fare

“We need very much to get people off of welfare
and get them back into the work force,” Starr said
“The idea behind the legislation is to force them to
make the break.”

Sen. Gene Derfler, R-Salem, is sponsor of a sim
ilar measure in the Senate

“We have locked people into the welfare systom,”
he said. "We're going to try 1o give people an oppor-
tunity to get out of the welfare system. But you can’t
do it by asking, you have to do it by pushing.”

Opponents say such reforms will push too hard
on families already in tenuous situations

Currently, the majority of Oregon's 40,000 wel-
fare families rely on public assistance for just
under two years, said Jim Neely, assistant admin-
istrator of state Adult and Family Services
Division.
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