
THE WORLD 
IS YOUR CAMPUS :n 

Travel around the world -- And earn a full semester of credit at the same time! 

Information Table 
Thursday, April 11 fh -- 10 00 AM to 3.00 PM 

EMU Lower Lobby 

Come learn about the study abroad experience of a lifetime 

Somewhere, there ts someone you 
want to hr with Let (»revhound 
lake you there We go to more 

than 2400 destinations around the 
country- Fares are low every day on 

every bus. Just walk up and buy 

your t*v ket Non II be on your w.i\ 

to a great turn* together Don’t let a 

lew miles stami between you and 
that special someone. Po Itnd out 

about low lares and convenient 
schedules, call I 800-231-2 2 2 2. 

#WGo Greyhound vJV aixfkKIir tr<. anting tci US 

NCAA 
Continued from Page 9 
and North Carolina's Jerry 
Stackhouse and Kasheed 
Wallace 

The Big Ten saw grunt suc- 

cess in the lflftOa when Indiana 
grabbl'd two trophies, but this 
sear's embarrassing plunge, see 

mg no Big Ten squad advance 
to the Sweet lfi. spoke volumes 
for the current level of competi- 
tion in the 11-team league. 
While in years past the Big Ten 
has traditionally been one of the 
elite, it was a watered-down 
version of its once grunt self in 
lfKM-MMTi 

After the ACC. the 
Southeastern Conference and 
the Big East have valid argu- 
ments for c laiming to la* among 
the top two or three basketball 
conference* in the nation. 

Tho SEC is solid at tin- top 
based on tho annual strength of 
Kcntui ky. Arkansas and the 
rotating greatness between 
Mississippi Stall1. LSli. Florida, 
Vanderbilt and Alabama, but 
the quality fades a bit once you 
start talking about teams like 
South t Carolina and Mississippi 
in defense of the SKC. the qual- 
ity of the upper-division teams 

certainly makes that of the 
lower-division squads pale in 
comparison 

The Hig hast exists ns 

arguably the best league from 
top to bottom, with the 10-team 
conference annually biting and 
kic king for the East's best play- 
ers, thus diluting the effective- 
ness of any one team for any 
length of time all the more 

Even perennial cellar-dwellers 
like Miami have come around 
to further solidify* the exciting 
conference 

And don't forget the Hig Eight 
Behind the strength of power- 
house Kansas and a supporting 
cast of Missouri, Oklahoma 
Oklahoma State and Iowa State, 
proponents of the Hig Eight can 
also argue their case This sea- 

son, six of the eight teams mode 
it to postseason play — with 
considerably more sum ess than 
their Midwest competitors in 
the Hig Ten 

As a part of the Fac-IO, 
Oregon fans generally consider 

I'- -- 

the* conference as one of the* 
b«t But if the* truth be known, 
the? Pa* 10's stock isn't what it 
one* was That is until this spa 

son 

UCLA's championship, while 
it got a monkey off Jim Hamel* s 

back, more* importantly puts thr 
Pac 10 ba< k on the* map 

In fact, if UCLA weren't in the* 
conference, the* Pac 10 would 
only have* thr**c national chain- 
pionships to its credit with 
Oregon. California and Stanford 
being the* only saving grate. Hut 
combined with the* Bruins’ 
record 11 tithes, the* Pac-10 
owns 14 of the? 57 trophies 
handed out te> the* toumnmem! 
winner. For econotnit s and 
math majors, that's almost 25 
peervent Wow 

But that's not the point. 
Oregon's title in tu tu has noth- 
ing to do with today's Pa< 10 
The mcslom version of the Pac- 
10 has Arizona's feast-or-fnmine 
tournament performances mak- 
ing n mockery of the league's 
postseason [lerforniance record 
as of late as the Wildcats have 
been victimized more than onc e 

by a 10« seed and the other con- 
ference teams haven't exactly 
done any belter. UCLA players 
can tell you all about recent 
tournament embarrassment. 
Just ask them about a certain 
Oklahoma team they encoun- 
tered Inst year. 

This season, the I’m 10 teams 
have shown that they art* to be 
reckoned with. UC1 .A blew by 
one of the East's best in 
Connecticut and one of the 
South's best in Arkansas. 
Arizona State shredded its non- 

conference foes Hell. 
Washington even beat 
Michigan. Now that's some- 

thing to write home about. 
If nothing else, now people 

will have to think twice before 
leaving the Puc-10 out of any 
list of the top two or three boat 
basketball conferences The 
conference needed a strong 
year, and it got one. 

Next on the list is to find a 

way to l»ent the WAC in foot- 
ball 

Chris .Vfefz is thr sports editor 
for thr Emerald 
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We Treat You Ri^hT 

Good Thru April 23rd 
•AM DQ (> up t fjm tm * -• «*—■*.«* *w a q cmp »«va u * *** <*** am p o c**? 


