
Institute will combat violence 
Dawn Paugh 
ftv tfv Orwgwri Oa»V fmwiMj 
In (ho ago of domestic violent e and t hildren lining 

guns on one another, (ho nunihor of violonl inn 
dents increases oat h veer 

In an offoti to combat tho instant ex of violence, 
tho Instituto on Violom «• ami Dost rut tivo Behavior 
was established last month in tho Col logo of Edu- 
cation. 

Tho institute is undor tho co-direction of College 
of Edm ation A shim into Doan tit H Walker Pxec.u 
tin- Director John Hold and Associate Dirts tor Jt-ff 
Sprague of tho Specialized Training Program, a com- 

ponent within the Center on Human Development 
According to the proposal for establishment, the 

institute's mission is to "empower si hoots and 
social service agencies to address violence and 
destrut live behavior, at the point of school entry 
and beyond, in order to ensure safety and to facil- 
itate the academic achievement and healthy social 
development of children and youth 

This is a combination of community, campus 
and state efforts to research violence and destrut, 
live behavior among children and youth. 

According to the proposal outlining the insti- 
tute's focus, violence 011 urs in a range of situa- 
tions such as homes, schools, neighborhoods and 
communities and is expressed through the at tivi- 
ties of gangs, juvenile and adult criminals and 
domestic abusers 

"Violence, juvenile crime, and gang activits 
threaten to overwhelm our schools, which are no 

longer the safe havens they out « were in which 
students are free to learn and develop," act ording 

the titutl | irupns.il. 
The funding for the institute comes from federal 

and state grants According to VV alker. it is in com 

petition with other institutes for funding programs 
The start-up cost alone, for expenditures such as 

secretaries and sending people to conferences to 

gather more information and research, costs the 
t Iniversitv $ t '> .000 $40,000 

The only problem the institute has at this time is 

handling the demands of all the callers who 
inquire about the available jobs, information and 
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FROM THE MISSION STATEMENT OF 
THE INSTITUTE ON VIOLENCE AND 

DESTRUCTIVE BEHAVIOR 

-- // 
research 

It v wonderful, but overwhelming, Walker 
said. "It's a good problem to expei t and want to 
have." 

I he institute is still in the process of getting 
organized after opening ns doors for business ear 
her this month Groups are being formed and orga- 
nized to write grants, develop m servo es and 
workshops to share the work of the institute, pro 
mote its activities, and work on seeking funding 
opportunities People are in training for the pur- 
pose of further educating parents and profession- 
als 

At cording to Walker, goals for the institute s 

future include working to stabilize the funding 
base, getting a crttii ai mass of people” for 
research working tow ard addressing the problem 
of violence, and establishing itself as n resource for 
Oregon that will provide expertise to organizations 
in the field. The focus is to address sot ial prob- 
lems in Oregon and nationally 

The Institute on Violence and Destructive 
Behavior is now one of the University’s 15 tree 
standing ami interdisciplinary institutes Units 
within the institute include Kdm ation, Psycholo 
gy. Sck toltigv. Law. Architecture and Pubiu Poll* 
cv and Planning Management. 

In addition, the Substance Abuse Prevention 
Program directed bv l)i< k Schiaadt. and the I'm 
versity's Peace Studies Program directed bv 
Chevnev Kyau. w ill !*• affiliated with tin* institute 
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