
Indie filmmakers 
bring out their 
big guns 

If you're an indie film tan and you 
like mining with liollvwood's X 

— list, the Sundance film Festival can 
tie todays in snow\ paradise 

Robert Kedtord s film festival has 
uncovered tresh filmmaking ideas and 
rejuvenated the independent film stene 

Sundance made its debut in IV’fi as a 

showcase tor indie lilnis I he annual coin 

petition is divided into dratnatu and docu 
mentary categories with audiences, judges 
and filmmakers voting tor their favorites 
But Sundance isn't about awards, trade 
ttunally, it has represented a one-tirne 

chance tor no-name filmmakers to land 
distribution deals. I hat tradition is clung 
mg many of the films premiered at this 
year's festival came in with distribution 
deals, sparking some deal-less indie film 
makers to create Slaindatlcc 'Us Xnarcln 
in l tah, the "guerrilla international film 
festival" [see below) 

Still, thousands t>f eincphilcs and bun 
dreds of filmmakers converged at this 
year's Sundance f estival in tiny Park ( its. 
I tah, in search of the new auteurs of the 

Ms With more than u*1 screenings tht 
tcsm.il also boasted receptions .nul par 
nrs, where word travclcil t.ist ot the (test 
films to see Midss.iv through the u-stis.il 
a lundtul ot ti I nrs sserc generating a Ini//., 
including eventual winners /hr Brothen 
\l. Mtillfii .nul I iritis in (khlnum \s the 
h\|K- tor these films grew, their s» reentngs 
liecamc much harder to get into 

i ilntgiiers who nude u inside the sur 

prisinglv shoddy theaters were in tor .1 

treat makers ot the small-budget lalmrs 
ot lose were often on hand tot O .1. \ ses 

sums following the screenings 
A casual atmosphere permeates Sun 

dance, where industrv execs who wouldn't 
give sou the time of dav m I .os Vngelcs or 

Ness M >i k holmol) ss uh V orseM suraules 
Just .is last sear's winners Hoop 

IhrirniK Sp,inking the \l itiry and ( Ink 
enjoyed limited hut successful runs, ssm 

tiers ot tins year’s (estival hope to ihal 
lenge the movie marketplace, too Hut all 
is not lost tot filmmakers who walk away 
empty handed, lust look at Vc.idemv 
\ w .11. i II. mi m On r ti 11 n I ji jiiiin.i 

whose I '>'> 2 Sund atu c cum, Hein.oir 
I tug), i* 4s snubbed 

I his year, numiier of world premieres 
fitfulr Sttitru, Mumi Rbnpukfy. It*f Hj< 

kerb,ill Diariti and funny Hunt > lured 
celebrities in ihc ski village I vcnmn from 

supcrinndcl Naomi < implicit to Beach 
Hm Brian Wilson »js on hand! to party it 

I’ark < its s luis ami clubs I s en typically 
low profile hstisal picsidcltt Bedford 

•jltatilcil fru partus !i> prcu the tli-sh 4111I 
nmgrjlulitr mien ilia lilmtiulas 

lii^l Ikiih' ji the Sumiamc I iltti I rsti 

u! t\ imptrvntc. c\]Hiulli tor those hop 
tn« to vn.tli in him Simians mtm-sted in 

jiicmltng licit January's festival should 
remrmtirr to hnng lots ot 1 ash 41 o4 .1 ^ihhI 
lie I pi nit ot patience liulnulttal scrcvmnt; 
11. ki ts i;*» tor S to SI' \ "I>a\ I ntn 1 

pass iru lulling I sa reentnys (lietorc t% 

pm *. ihicc panel ihsiussions ami j.lmii 
Mon in the hospitality Mim s mm. SI’s 
\ml tur 1 ii»*l S.'.sOtl, ilu ‘l ast I * jssf' is ill 

By Michael Horow itz, The Daily Bruin, UCLA 

-vturn* around the 0. of 
vw> w uwKw wnn aunoance. may nao i-aran, powers and baeahaM cap* prtnted up 
Otth dw rad Stamdance loco. And they made aura that producers, actors and scrota who 
couldn't schmoase thair way into the mostly sotdout Sundance screenings caught wind of 
Mamdance % free screenings In nearby Salt taka City. 

The trio's endeavors have already paid oft: Severe) of the 12 
Aims screened at Siamdance caught the eyes of distributors or 
earned invitation* to other competitions and festivals. 

"We struck a nerve In the independent him community,* 
Mirvish says. ‘Siamdance forced people to rethink what tnde 
pendent film really means He says Siamdance s 12 tow budget 
wonders were made for a total of less than Si million combined 

Mirvish and the other Siamdance producers gamed respect 
m the mdie film community for their resourcefulness and deter 
minatioo, in an era when many people fear that the Sundance 
Film Festival has gone too mainstream tor its own good. Slam- 
dance 95 appeared out of nowhere and reminded everyone 
what the spirit of independent filmmaking is all about. 

Di*cu»*ing the finer point* of Indie filmmaking 

Slamdance ’95: 
Anarchy in Utah movie pick 
God Drive* a Pontiac 
If mini.,1/rriitJ fri AVt 7 / /hrmp -ii 

God Drives a Pontiac t& a Mm about religion. desperation and the an of setting used 
Ceils 'Iowa Cit> Bob is your typical kiss ass used of salesman Mis selling style 
Changes wfven be receives a divine message Sell truth1 Die with the smell of an honest 
buck m your nostrils Al Bob s 'Church of the Used f:,ir' lot ,s [Ms the met'ntntc and 
Bob s daughter irktaw turner What makes trie film work that it has heart Rather than 
violence or sei Pontun is about people and their relationships 

■ Sain Denton. Ii.itih Wagitzmr, l <>t l lah 

• M. Scan McBride, Daily Utah Chronicle/ 
Twitch Magazine, U. of I'tah 

i'l l into utn screening utul uin purti 
It you 14ii t reserve ttcltrts, show up tor 
I hi' trot hull ot the teMn.il, when wtmi 

ings uoil purtics are Mill rushuhle 
With it-s rising prrsttgr, Siituluiuc hus 

U mill- tht hip tcMivji lint hvjn uml pun 
ilcntnmum from I lollt woml urc slow h 
outweighing the iminutc tecl thut (cMtvul 
personnel encourage I npn the innietnu 
tor the neit tew veurs hclorc ultimuti 
I iollywuod glitz sets in 
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John FHigorhM't ’So^Portnit" Shane Kuhn '■ ‘Redneck 


