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man wu the only one with 
a blinking blue light \\ tth 
the ntitnhct of college 

Itouml IX tear olds shrinking nationwide, 
colleges and universities are wrainliltng to 

attract high -cahlier students ami maintain 

head counts in lecture hath I ikr knurl 

thee vc found the licst w a\ ui get people 
through the <1* * h is t< > offer them a bargain 

Vccording to a I'to-f studs completed 
In the l S Department of I dilution, HI 

percent •>( colleges and unisersitics arc 

attracting students ssith ‘'discounted 
tuition" or "merit scholarships" aid 
given to those who luce outstanding icatl 
emu achievements but fail to ojualifv for 
need based pac kages 

"Main institutions ire using merit aid 

president and hoard ot trustees stated s|k- 
cific goals, one ot which to tiring in 

more u.1!11\ students," '.ns W ilium 
McCiuire, dean ot enrollment manage 
merit ji \ illanova l m IVnim lunu lo 
entice them, we (decided to otter) fin.in 
eul help on the basis ot merit." 

Senior \na Smith was targeted hy 
several schools, hut she opted to attend 
\ illanova, where she was awarded 
funding to cover tuition 

All Diplomas Must Go! 
I he monc\ was 

absolutely a decid- 
ing factor.** Smith 
savs “It is a given 
that the in one v is 

out there, l just haw 
to find it I don’t 

1 

s 

i 

1 
I 

as part nt a defensive 
strategy, hoping tn prr 
serve enrollment lc%ds 
and student qualm in 

the t.n c <il declining 
applii ant pools," sav s 

Michael McPherson, an 

ceononnst at Maisai.hu 
setts \\ tllums ( 4allege 

Research compiled 
in Mi Pheisun and 
Murtim ( Kiel! S< hapiru, 
an ci ■ mi limit at the l 
id Withcrti < ahhirnu. 
slums that merit aid 
iiirtcntH accounts fur 
one iiiurrh nl aid at I S 

oidryci am) utmrnattcv 

In l‘*M. merit aid run. 

at about in in the rate nl 
nccd-liascd aid at prnatc 
research and ilot titrate 

granting unnrniaa 
"Five teats ago, the 

want t>> tinii myself 
S’00,000 in ili lit 10 wars from now 

Many schools employ merit .ml or ills 
ci ium% as a recruiting tool 

•Donations from the { oi .it ola empire 
fund 00 to '0 lull rules a rear to cover the 
Si .600 tmtiun at Cicorgu’s I1 morv l 

• I hi l of Detroit, Mercy, given up 
to SI ,‘>5t) to out-of-state stuilents to 

match what the state sultsuh/cs lor Mu 111 
gan stuilents 

• I chtgh l tn Pennsylvania, Stevens 
Institute o! I cchnoiogy in Sew Jersey 
ami ( lark l in Massachusetts offer a no 

tuition fifth year 
• Su«|uchanna l in Pennsylvania and 

( larkston l in New Mirk offer four year 

degrees in intensive three or three-aml-a 
half year programs, tuning costs to saye 

Students some SI ’,000 In S’s.OOO 
• V1 stale l recently 

announced u would (feere tuition iiisis 
over the nest three years 

■ lulu- Ulan, /ht irifhot, Hope ( oilege 

TRIPPIN’ 

hen l oi Mununa 
Ijsvcs lei out for 

winter break. rhe 
three tif us era veil i«u things white water 
ka\ aking ami Me Men 

l nhntuitJlcU, we wi re nearh broke. 

knew even after taken mn years of 

college Spanish l anguage deficiencies 
aside, we bail m prul'fftnjb,. especially with 
the river Hie clear water was warm, even 
in January, ami with temperatures in (he 
dfH, we quickly forgot about lough job 
markets. student loans jut! sky -high 
tuition 

Instead, »c focused on cheap liter, 
friendly locals, waierfalls, banana trees 

Kayaking the River 
jih! the river we sought was ’.-UK) mile, 
awav. »iiulun; through the Mcvun ram 
inieM we emptied our livings accounts., 
maced mu our credit cards anti let! the 
snows mountains nl Montana tor the land 
of sombreros ami 'O-ccni ( oronas 

t rammed into a I nynta pi« kup loaded 
with kayaks ami tamping gear, we headed 
south with a cave of Rauicn noodles and 
less than SSOo We crossed into Mevieo 
ami motored down a single-lane htghwas 
eti route to Minis, a small village nestled 
m the mountains roughly 100 miles south 
of the I ropic ot < lancer 

I or almost two weeks, we kavaked over 

font waterfalls, shot pool in Mexican 
hats, played soccer with locals anti discos 
ereti how little *>t the language we actually 

and more watcrtalls 1 hesc arc the 
things you'll find in Miens, which is 
not .1 wealth) village My Xinericin 
standards, the homes are little more 
than shacks XtuJ as !ar is I could tell, 
there was no running water or iminor 
plumbing 

Juxtaposed with these primitive 
condition* was the occasional piece of 
\mcncan culture a local's l'W2 fin 
engine red trud or gold ( hrynlet New 
\orkei with tinted windows 

I he locals were unlicitevahly kind, 
and they provided us with a place to 

stay ami the occasional hot meal 
1 wclsc days, >,400 miles, 2 pack 

ets of Ramcn and one speeding ticket 
later, I ttt hack at school ami geared 

up for classes but i still have water on 
the bratn 

■ Humus \v(mi, MuntuHti Kttnutn, 
l ot Moni.nu 

Geronlmo! 


