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Many of Centra) America's problems 
Have their roots in U S policy, an activist 
for progressive social change in Central 
America said at a presentation in the EMU 
Wednesday evening 

Roy Holman, who is the founder and 
director of a non-profit language school in 
Guatemala and has lived in 
QueUaltenango, Guatemala, for the last 
three years, said that foreign aid is. b\ ami 
large, a failure 

Holman included the International 
Monetary Fund, the World Hank and 
U S A I t) as institutions whose lending 
and development polit les are actually 
detrimental to the progress of Central 
Ameru an countries 

“The evidence is overwhelming that 
these institutions and policies are not 
working." he said. 

The policies of these groups, along with 
increasing pressure and debt, have forced 
many Central American countries to cut 
social spending, "supposedly for debt pay- 
ments." Holman said. 

In a slide presentation. Holman illustrat- 
ed the problems and challenges facing 

Guatemala in particular, after 33 year* of 
oppression. violence and political, social 
and «k onomic instability 

Many of these problems, Holman said, 
are the result of US foreign policy that is. 

"influenced, if not controlled, by corporate 
power in the U.S," 

Guatemala has been faied with a Im k of 
social spending, disparity of wealth and 
outright poverty, Holman said. 

"In Guatemala, two percent controls 65 

percent of the land." he said "Guatemala 
has lieen a ok ioeconomic basket case for 
the last .15 years Them is an HO to 85 per- 
cent poverty rate." 

Poverty rates have climbed, he said, and 
crime rates have soared Conditions in 

Guatemala also include almost innumer- 
able human rights abuses and environmen- 

tal degradation, he said. 

"Guatemala, which means land of trees, 
w ill Is* completely deforested in 20 years if 
current rates continue." Holman said. 

According to Holman, the Guatemalan 
Human Rights Commission's Report for 
1902 lists 47H political assassinations and 
103 tortures in Guatemala, the majority 
attributed to se< untv forces. 

The answer* to some of these problems 
tie in changing foreign polii\. Holman 
said 

“Some of us consider the roots of these 
problems to he outside {Guatemala).” 
Holman said 'What if the V S used its 

leverage to encourage land redistribution, 
or to restructure foreign debts that continu- 
ously fall on the shoulders of the poor' 
What if aid were distributed through non- 

governmental agencies that included small 
farmers and indigenous communities trying 
to maintain their < ustums and culture?" 

Aside from coordinating the language 
school in (.ualemAln, Holman also works 
with international observer groups in 
Central America that help shield "at-risk” 
Guatemalan refugees and other citizens 
"At risk, at cording to Holman, means 

those that are In danger of various forms of 
oppression, including violence 

Holman s visit to the University was 

sponsored by the Survival Center, an 

umbrella organization for six uil and envi- 
ronmental «(tivism groups on campus, and 
the Committee in Solidarity with the 
Central American People (CISC!AP) OS- 
CAP is a Uxal gras.s rixits organization that 
works to edut ate. fund raise and build sup 
port for popular issues in Central Amerii a 

RALLY 
Continued from Page 1 

The organizers of the 
noon to 2 p.m rally 
encouraged students to 
•ik.t p their classes They 
made available an excuse 

slip for students to take to 
their professors, signed 
In Newt and the good ol- 
boys." which would 
explain their absence 
from class 

Students could sign 
spin ial copies of the 
“Contract With America" 
which labeled the docu- 
ment as a war against stu 
dents, laborers, minori- 
ties. women, hildren. the 
environment and the 
poor The copies will he 
sent to Congress. 

At the end of the rally, 
supporters burned copies 
of the contract 

'Burn it. before it bums 
you." Brady said as he 
encouraged the rowd to 

participate. 
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