
Haitian police criticized for failure to curb crime 
PORT-AU PRJNCK. Haiti (AP) — The 

country's new police force, composed of 
"recycled” soldiers and hastily trained 
boat people, is taking heat as crime rises 

and the United States plans to relinquish 
command of occupation forces 

Critics challenge the so-called interim 

police force's ability to Control street vio- 
lence and allow n fnigile democracy to put 
down mots Some question whether it even 
wants to. 

A human rights report scheduled for 
release Wednesday ( barged that the force 
is made up of those least likely to uphold 
democracy the military that oust is! Pres- 
ident Jetui-Bertrsnd Aristide in 1901, then 
butchered as many ns 4.000 Aristide sup- 

porters over three year* 
The U S led fort e that restored Aristide 

to power last year has failed "to establish 
and maintain a secure and stable envi- 
ronment.” the report by Human Rixhts 
Watch-Americas and the National fkrali 
lion for Haitian Refugees said 

Tlie fort e entered Haiti on Sept. 19, dis- 
banded and disarmed the army and paved 
the way for Aristide's return on Oct. 15. 
On Friday, with President Clinton and 
U N Set rotnry-General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali on hand. U S fortes will turn over 

command of the international mission to 
a U N force 

I hat fun *■ < h.iryed w ith -M.nitoru lev; 
islalive elm lions in June anti presidential 

elections in Decemlwr. will le- led by an 

Ameriian Of the 6.000 soldiers ami police 
from at least 16 countries (hat make up the 
fort e. 2,500 ant American, 

The human rights report said 1! S offi- 
cials erred from the outset when they opt- 
ed against a civilian-based interim fort e, 

"apparently fearing that the recruits would 
contribute to a force bias#*) in favor of Pn» 
ident Aristide 

"In fact,” the report said, "the U,S gov- 
emment plan reflet ted an apjmrent U.S 
desire to preserve whatever could let sal- 
vaged of the army, an institution with 
which the U S has had longstanding con- 
tact* and influence, and one seen as a 

check on President Aristide." 

U S Embassy spokesman Sian Sciuager 
denied that chaise 

"The force has nothing lo do with sal- 
vaging the old army," he said Tuesday 
"Our only conc ern u that this (new) 
armed forc es does not threaten the stabil- 
ity of the new democracy." 

The interim Haitian polic e force is in 
charge of crime control until at least 
March 1000. while a new US and Cana- 
dian-run polic e academy trains a perma- 
nent polic e force of 6,000 to 7.000 offi- 
ors The first 17S cadets graduate in 

June 
The rights groups said the record of the 

interim police, which has been operating 
under U N guidance, is already troubling 
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Cult members buy 
weird items, services 

TOKYO (AP) Members of 
(ho apocalyptic cult suspected in 
the Tokyo subway attack could 
rent a headset for $10,000 n 

month that would supposedly 
synchronize their brain waves 

with those of their leader 
Or they could drink Shoko 

A Sahara's blood for $10,000. 
New details emerged in press 

reports Tuesday about how the 
Aum Shinri Kyocult demanded 
t ash from members to pay for 
bizarre items and servo es 

The group is the prime sus- 

pect in the March 20 nerve gas 
attack on Tokyo's subways, 
which killed 10 people and sick- 
ened about 5,000. The c ult has 
denied involvement, and no 

arrests have been made in con- 

nection with the attack 

According to the national 

Mwsptfwr Asahi, a "Blood Ini 
tintion" — in which mombers 
drink blood said to have come 

from A Sahara costs $10,000. A 
"Bardo's Enlightonmont," involv- 
ing an intravenous injection of an 

unknown substance, costs 
$3,0(M) 

A small pin with the sect's 
logo engraved is less pricey at 
$1 000. 

For $2,000. members could 
buy a 7-ounce bottle of “Miracle 
Pond," the leader’s used bath 
water, said to have curative 
powers. 

A ritual meant to enable n 

member to gain spiritual energy 
by touching the forehead of 
another member with a higher 
spiritual level cost $500, 

Israel, Russia launch satellite 
PLESETSK Russia (AP) — In a sign of growing cooperation 

hetween onio-hostile nations, Russia launched nn Israeli satellite on 
one of its rockets Tuesday but scientists lost radio c ontact before the 
c raft reached orbit 

Hours after the launch, ground controllers were unable to reach the 
satellite and two others aboard the Start booster rocket, which orig- 
inally was designed to carry nuclear warheads 

"Right now. it's a big piece of metal going around the Earth." said 
Vossi Shartiel. a satellite pro)e< t organizer in Israel, 

The launch of Israel's Gurwin-t satellite, developed and built with 
the help of Jewish immigrants from the former Soviet Union, was a 

sign of changing times 

It was launched Tuesday from Plesetsk. 550 miles north of 
Moscow, by a Start booster rocket The Start is an offshoot of tech- 
nologies used to build SS-25 nuc lear missiles 
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