
Nelson Mandela fires ex-wife 
CAPE TOWN. South Afrit a 

(AP) President Nelson Man- 
<1« I a fired his i*stn»»gt»d wife from 
his Cabinet on Monday after 
enduring weeks of her insubor- 
dination. What's uncertain now 

is whether the woman he on< e 

loved. Winnie Mandela, will 
cause even more problems out- 
side government 

Some political analysts think 
Mrs Mandela may still have the 
last laugh because she is now 
free to build a power base inde 
pandent of her 711-year-old hus- 
band, who plans to retire m four 
years 

Even before news of the dis 
missal broke, political analysts 
were weighing her chant es of 
sut t tiedirig her huslHind 

The African National Con- 
gress (ANC) and most of its 
allies quit klv backed Mandela's 
decision to get ritl of Mrs Man 
dela. whose acts of defiant e had 
become an embarrassment 

In rei ent weeks. Mrs Man 
dela, 60, danount »d the govern 
rneni's gradualist approai h to 
sot iol reform. made an unnutho- 

r 

rim! trip abroad, split the rank* 
of the ANC.'s Women's League 
and. most seriously, ha* boon 
an used by polic e of bribe-tak- 
ing and Influence-peddling 

"This decision has been taken 
in the interest of good govern- 
ment and to ensure the highest 
standards of disc tpline," Man- 
dela said. 

Hut in the miserable squatter 
camp of Phola Hark outside of 
Johannesburg, the kind of pla< i* 

where Mrs Mandela has her 
most loyal support, anguished 
moans rose as people heard the 
news 

"No, no. this should not have 
hapjemed If she had made a mis- 

take, they should have sat down 
to talk with her." said Albert 
Booysens. an unemployed iaUir 
er. "She worked hart! for the fns- 
dotn of our people." 

Mandela said he did not export 
Mrs Mandela's departure to 
cause much of a rift 

"1 am i onvintml that I have the 
situation well in hand.” he said 

Hut with a defiant character 
like Nimiraiwi Winnie Mandela. 

no one c,an be sure 

Mrs Mandela was not t owed 
by while nwlhorilios who hound- 
ed her tirelessly during her hus- 
band’s 27-vear stay In prison, 
when she rose to international 
fame as an anti-apartheid cam 

paigner 
After Mandela's release, he 

separated from her in 1992. cit- 
ing unspecified differences 

A year later, she was convict- 
ed of a political kidnapping in 
which a l.t-yoar old hoy was 

murdered She paid a fine 
Her public: career seemed to be 

doomed 
It wasn't 
Mrs Mandela fought her way 

bat k to center stage, tirelessly 
championing the cause of South 
Africa's poorest while dressing 
and acting like a mom bar of roy- 
alty 

Through hutzpahand < harts 
ma. she was elec ted president of 
the ANC's Women's League and 
— in a surprise — was named a 

deputy cabinet minister In her 
husband's national unity gov- 
ernment last year 
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Russia, Israel work 
together on satellite 

JKRUSAl.KM (AP) — Ru* 
via, which one* armed Israel's 
toughest enemies. is launch- 
ing an Israeli satellite on a mis- 
sile originally designed to car 

ry nu« dear warhead* 
The satellite itself is a sign 

of the radii ally changed rela- 
tionship between the two 
countries It was developed 
and built, in part, by Jewish 
immigrants who were barred 
for years from leaving the 
Soviet Union 

This is part of the whole 
strange new world in whit h 
former enemies are friends 
and can actually carry some- 

thing off that is a cooperative 
effort," said Galin Golan, a 

specialist on Russia at the 
Hebrew University of 
Jerusalem. 

The satellite, the Gurwin-1, 
was to tie launi hed Tuesday 
from Plesetsk. 550 miles north 
of Moscow, and carried into 
orbit by an SS 25 hallistii mis- 

sile 
A successful launc h of the 

low c.ost. lightweight satellite 
would lie an important sue- 

ess for Israel's young space 
industry, landing the country 
in a < lub now dominated by a 

handful of nations. 
The global satellite com- 

mune ations market is poten- 
tially worth about $ino billion 
a \enr, said Giora Shaviv, 
dins lor of the spa< e < enter at 

th«Tw hmon. Israel's techno- 
logical institute 

Thu 106-Ih Gurwin-1 was 

built by Technion students, 
new immigrants aiul industry 
export* who donated time and 
materials One fifth the weight 
of most small satellites, it cost 
under $4 million to make — 

about one sixth the cost of 
constructing a regular satel- 
lite 

A l.ithuaninn-born U S 
philanthropist, Joseph Gur- 
win, donated about one-quar- 
ter of the funds 

"It makes me proud that I 
have something to do with the 
launching of a satellite." Gur- 
win. a 74-yeor-oId business- 
man from Great Neck. N Y 
said in a phone interview 

The Gurwin-1 will serve as 

a test platform for products 
from 12 Israeli high-tech firms, 
including a space-based com- 

puter network, a horizon sen- 

sor that determines the satel- 
lite's position and a momen- 

tum wheel that helps it lock 
into orbit. 

Communications engineer 
Gennady Goltmnn, an immi- 
grant from Ukraine, said the 
project was "like a dream.'' 

”! never thought I would 
he building satellites," he 
said 

Israel's satellite program 
was born in ll)H8 with the 
launch of the Ofok 1 satellite. 

Cosmonauts learn effects 
of lengthy stays in space 

STAR ( ITY, Russia (AP) Cosmonaut Valery Polyakov has I seen 

hie k on Earth jus! a few days, hut he is already dreaming of another 
planet Mars 

Polyakov spent a ro< ord 4!19 days m spate to see whether the 
human body could survive in zero gravity that long and still function 
on rtftuni 

The 52-venr-old physician said Monday he was convinced that it 
could. 

Polyakov was able to take a few steps when he got out of his land- 
ing capsule last Wednesday, unlike most cosmonauts who need to be 
helped out as gravity takes affect after months in space. 

"On Mars, our spai e suits would weigh as much us on Earth," he 
told a news conference. That means "it's possible to conduct the 
most urgent research immediately after landing on Mars.” 
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