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Americans convicted in Iraq

BAGHDAD
Iraq (AP) A
top Iraqi official
called two
Americans who
the i

spies”” Monday and suggested

strayed

NCTOSS

they were intent on sabotage
Still, he indicated there was
some hope for leniency in their
case

Saadi Mehdi Saleh, Iraq's par
liament speaker, talked to the
Associated Press two davs after
the Americans were tried in an
Iraqi court and sentenced to
eight years in prison for illegally
entenng the country

The men David Daliberti
41, of Jacksonville, Fla., and
William Barloon, 39, from New
Hampton hoth
employees
tractors in Kuwail

lowa \re
‘.'r E D lj"r".’]"l".".
1':+'| Crossed
the lrag Kuwait frontier March
'|l

Saleh was the first Iraqi off
cial to comment on their convic
hons

Those two detainees were

enterning our border secretly and
by illegal manner, maybe for
political or technical reasons
And we have detained them to
know these reasons,”” he said
weording to his official transla
Lor

Implying their motivation

may have been sabotage, he

satd: “"We have no aggressive

intentions toward those two
Americans. But we have just
applied Iraqi law according to
the manner we do to all the lor
eigners who are coming for sab
otage or other iJrl!J!i.i al reasons.’

A translation by the AP of
Saleh's remarks included the
following quote: “Sending spies
or saboteurs, we reject this equa
tion and don’t agree with it. The
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United States of Americ
understand this fact and then

wwery problem will have its
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if the more ser

s charge ol sabotage

have resulted in a min
<0 yoars in prison and possibly
the death sentence for the two
men

Asked it there was room for
.\\I!o‘ti said I.'\l'
humanitarian doors are not shut

to them yelt

leniend Y

French oflicials intervened
with Baghdad 1o seek the Amer
icans’ release, said Foreign Min
istry spokesman Richard Duque
on Monday in Paris. He did not

indicate how lraq responded
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Ryszard Kryvstosik ' Polisl
diplomat who handles
interests in Baghdad, urged lrag
to Iree Lhe i L}
{ ire ot
i 1 RIsLing
t ther \ pri

I'he United siates Y
diplomatic relati W |
1ler its 199 ) {
Kuwait

White House spokesman Miks
MocCurry said Saleh's suggest
the two Americans were 1nt
on L._II’HI'..I\:Q' wias ust not true

'hey know that t was

innocen! mistake. These twi
crossed across the border and
had no intention to conduct a
kind of sabotage at all sord
MceCurry on Monday

Barloon's wife and hrother
also rejpcted Saleh’'s veiled

accusation

In an interview from Kuwait
City, Linda Barloon told ABC’s
Good Morming America the
insinuation was "totally ridicu
lous.”

I can’t believe this is now

turning into this type of situa
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