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Women'’s season exceeded most expectations

Mark McTyre

Crogon Uady F e akd

A season that began as a
rebuilding year for the Oregon
women's basketball team, oven-
tunlly turning into a run for the
national championship in the
NCAA tournament, came 1o an
end with a 67-65 opening round
loss to the Louisville Cardinals
in Athens, Ga

The Ducks (18-10 overall) had
the type of season nobody could
make any qualms about. Thaey
rose above all the expectations
excopt the ones they placed upon
themselves — as they beat three
nationally ranked teams during
the regular season and held a 4
B record against teams that
received berths into the tourna

maent

And coming down the stretch,
the women gave the hometown
crowd a taste of what's in store
for next year's team as they
destroyed the opposition in their
final four home games. Simply
said, the season was another
major step in the right direction
-iurmg the Jody Runge era

“We have a lot of players who
will be a year older, and I think
that can’t be anything but better,”
Oregon head coach Jody Runge
said. “1 hope we take it [the first
round loss| as a positive and an
experience that will make us all
the better.”

For many of the Ducks, the
pgame against Louisville was their
first taste of tournament action
The only players on this year's
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team that saw considerable action
in Oregon’s two tournament
games last year are seniors Jes-
sica Schutt and Karen Healea
“A lot of those kids are gone,”
said Runge, mferring to last year's
squad. "Red [Arianne Bover|
didn"t start, Eddy [Cindie Edamu-
ral wasn't starting, Karen was
starting; Jess is the only person
who Is back off of last vear's tour
nament team who really under-
stood what it is like to be out on
the floor and have to fend off
everybody's best game. So we're
a very young team as far as this
tournament stulf is concerned.”
Oregon did not let its tourna-
ment inexperionce show
through as the Ducks held their
ground in the first halfl against
Louisville, leading by as many

as 10 points on three different
occasions before the Cardinals
closed to within three at half
time, 34-31

In the second half, the Cardi
nals reversed the leading role on
the Ducks as they jumped out to
a 54-44 lead in the opening 10
minutes behind the shooting of
forward Leatrice Scott. But then
the Oregon players regained their
composure and used a 14-4 run
to tie the game at 58 points apiece
with 6:30 remaining

As the game clock ran, the
two teams traded baskets and
remained in a 65-65 deadlock
With 3.2 seconds left in the
game, Louisville's Scott was
fouled by Boyer — stopping a
for-sure basket underneath the
hoop — placing her at the char-

ity stripe for two shots. A career
60 percent free-throw shooter,
Scott drained the two most
important shots in her carver to
give her team a two-point edge
and the eventual victory

After a timeout, Oregon's start
ing five (Renae Fegent, Sally
Crowe, Schutt, Bover and Edamu-
ra) took to the floor with their
instructions from their coach
Having to go the length of the
court, Fegent inbounded the ball
to Edamura on the right side near
half court, whao then tried to lob
a pass to Schutt who was ready
1o launch a three-point attempt
for a game-winning baskel
Edamura's pass attempt went
over the outstretched arms of
Schutt and rolled out of bounds
as the buzzer sounded
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Continued from Page 1A

much more without coach Green. So we put
together this package for him, and we're awfully
glad that he came 10 the decision he did.”

The total package Oregon will enter the contract
with Green includes a base salary of $100,000 with
an additional $149,000 generated by a combina-
tion of his Nike and Oregon ‘\purtn Network con-
tracts

The perpetual contract is a roll-over clause,
which means Green will always have a four-year
contract, enforced for as long as his performance
and the way he manages the Oregon program is to
everyone's satisfaction. There are no other special
provisions in the contract, and the length of the
contract has no relation to further compensation
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— DAN WILLIAMS
Oregon Director of Athletics
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“In the short term, it's much wiser for us to
invest in making Mac Court a better place. We'll
make an investment that will justify staying in
McArthur Court for another 10 or 12 years.”
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TUE 28 MAR
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