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PLAYERS 10 WATCH Aad

O'BANNON

Our last game against
F'ulsa. Hopefully this
yoar we can play up
to our capabilities,”
h" .'\II’['

As of late, O'Bannon has heated up, pouring in 24
points and 10 rebounds against Oregon on Saturday. But
O’Bannon, a three-time all-conference player. is no
stranger to strong play late in the season. Last year, he
scored 30 points and grabbed 10 boards against Tulsa,
and he averaged 19.5 points and eight rebounds in
UCLA's two post season games in 1993

“I think it is just my time of the year.” he said

With a No. 1 ranking, he said, the Bruins face constant
pressure to win, but a 16-2 conference record and a 26-

¥

2 mark overall shows the team's ability to « ope

“It is a nice problem to have as far as the pressure and
to have teams gunning for you,” he said, adding that the
team's focus wasn’t « h.un;n:r_ Roing into the post season

I think we are going to try to force our type of g s and

play our tlype ol basketball ]II'}\I‘.'I::.'\ things will work
Y s 15
North Carolina is represented in the player of t} f
race by sophomores Stackhouse and Wallace, both of
ire in the top ¢ helon of the college basketh
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Averaging 23 points a game and over seven assists per contest, Arizona guard Damon Stoudamire could be one of
lhobiqgullmpaclplnymlnnntoumumnt.aulnnmlnnoboumﬂhowﬁlboabhlophy-n«ar-oonnuapon-
sion from the team and NCAA investigation for suspected involvement with a professional agent.

game as a forward while shooting 51.3 percent from the
field and 71.3 percent from the line this season. His play
in the ACC tournament last year earned him the tour-
ney's MVP

Wallace, a center, has a 66.1 field goal percentage and
an average of 2.9 blocked shots per game — good for
third and 18th in the nation, respectively — to go along
with a 17.7 point scoring average

The duo is part of a North Carolina team that was
favored to go into the Final Four last year, but was upset
by Boston College. According to Wallace, however, this
year's team has become more unified, and that unity has
translated into not only more success, but more fun

“The team this vear is more team oriented,” Wallace
1id. “We stick together, and each i’: iver knows their

role on the team. We go out there and have fun
Michigan State's Hr'-.‘ln-" ended what he called o sex
-half slump by scoring 31 points in his team’s 97

whipping of Wisconsin Saturday

| was doing really good early on, but the defenses

e second half

l\'-“.-r-o'l" said

But Michigan State's opponents didn't do enough to
deflate his 24.7 point scoring average, nor did opponents
phase his 3.9 three-point field goal average or his 48 per-
cent three-point percentage.

“What | have done is just do a good job of being
patient and looking for my shots,” he said. “I think I can
get a shot pretty much anytime, it's just whether it's a 30
percent shot or a six percent shot.”

However, the pressure that opponents put on him late
in the season, he said, doesn’t really carry over into the
tournament

‘It’s so much tougher the second half of the season
he said. "Teams know what your strategies are, they
When you

get into the tournament, the first or second game you are
lacing somebody new, and they kind of have no idea

.1!\111.1 VOou and you 'k'..'l.d ol }:.!\r .:!Ti:' or no

what they are going to do.’

know what you are going to do offensively

idea about

And in terms of the lourmament, 1'\'--»[1--:" feels that just
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