College admission standards will change
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Proficiency-based admission standards will
change the way students get into college and will
hetter prepare students for college-level work
according to a report from the Oregon State System
of Higher Education

e Proficiency-based Admission Standards Svs
tem, known as PASS, requires students to demon
strate that their knowledge and skills meet or excsed
the standards for admission. The new svstem. which
goes into effect in the fall of 1999 ties admission
directly to a student’s demonstratid proficiency
not “seat time.,” credit hours or other indirect mea-
sures of learning, according the report

“The current system lulls both faculty and stu
dents into complacency and they get o very rude
shock when they get here,” said James Buch. direc
tor of admissions. “"The current system assumes if
vou sit in a room you know something "

The change in admission standards was neces-
sary for two reasons, the report said

First, school reform legislation enacted in 1991,
known as the Oregon Educational Act for the 21st
Century, requires all Oregon schools to begin offer-
ing Certificates of Initial Mastery in 1996 and Cer-
tificates of Advanced Mastery in 1997, A pilot pro-
gram is currently in progress in the Cottage Grove
School District.

OSSHE is obligated to have admission policies
that are compatible with the the program in the
public education system

Secondly, OSSHE officials feels the current
admission system is not identifying students pre-
pared to do college-level work as well as it might,
and the current system cannot be improved with
out a complete overhaul, according to the report
The beliefl is that an attempt to raise the required
grade point average would lead to grade inflation
and more required classes have little effect

The first challenge in overhauling admission
standards was to determine what students neoed
to know to do well in college

We have identified what knowledee and skills
we think vou need to know.” Bu

speciiic than the «

The proficiency-based admission standards
which were adopted by the ( Jregon State Board of
Higher Education in May 1994, are divided into
content p:u\.‘:: ency arvas and process proficiency
amnias

Students must prove content proficiency in
mathematics, science, social science, foreign lan
guage, humanities and literature, and fine and per
forming arts

Fhe process proficiency areas include reading
Wrilng, communication « ||1'I!;u-h-:|| v, critical and
inalytic thinking, problem solving. technology as
a leaming tool, systems and integrative thinking
teamwork and quality work

Maore than 60 national and state curriculum
reports were analyvzed to determine the emerging
expectation lor American students. The educa
tional sy \il'!II\ of other countries were examined
and, where possible, their standards were ana
Iveed as well, according to the OSSHE report

The results were reviewed by faculty members
from Oregon institutions of higher education, edu
cators from public schools and community col
leges. The analysis of reports, with their comments
and recommendations, served as the basis for iden-
tifying what the proficiencies would entail

Currently, officials are developing assessment
tasks and performance levels Prototypes will be
available in fall 1996, according to the report

The SAT and ACT tests will still be used as
additional sources to mark demonstrated college
readiness in students. Both tests are undergoing
extensive redesign to improve proficiency assess
ment. According to the report, OSSHE staff is
working with representative of both national col
lege admissions tests

After conversatibns with admissions officers from
other ®tates, OSSHE officials do not foresee any
problems for students who want to attend « ollege

oul-of-state, according to the report. OSSHE pro

ficie s, reported in numeric form with accom
panying explanation of the meaning of sach level
1} wrlormance, will be accs ptabile and pose little
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