
Independence still questionable in Quebec 
TORONTO (AP) — It’s nearing d<* tsion 

time for Quebec'» separatisl-rnindud gov- 
ernment 

Si* weeks of public hearings on what 
form of government a future independent 
Quetiec should take have ended Now the 
ruling Parti Quelmcois has two big tails to 
make When local! a referendum on lode 
pendent e and what question to ask 

Polls consistently show that support for 
independent e falls short of a majority, 
somewhere between 40 and 4% jierc ent 

In order to avoid a political embarrass- 
ment, the Parti Quebet ms haa to devlag .i 
question on sovereignty that it can win 

Quebec observers say Premier Jacques 
Parijteau will probably have to come up 
with a more acceptable question, push 
hat k the date of the referendum, or both 
No date has l men annount ed. but the ref 
e rend urn hntf been widely ex pet ted in 
June Pariztteu promised it only for some- 
time this year 

Since colonial day*, many French Cana- 
dian* have fell like sec ond-dnss ciliren* 
in iheir own country Many of Quebec * 7 
million people believe the only way to pn»- 
serve their culture and language is to 
sim i*de 

Before the Parti Quebec ois ousted the 
l.ilwral* in provincial election* last Sep 
ternber. Pari/eau campaigned for inde- 
pendence. frequently offering a simple 
question "Do you agree that Quebec 
Imm ornes a sovereign nation on 

He sine e lias line ked off that very < tear 
question for a much more c omplex one 

Marcel Masse head of the Montreal so* 

ereigiity commission, one of tH that had 
public hearings, told reporters he did not 
think residents vs ere ready to approve the 
present question cshuJi asks voters to 
accent or rcqec t a long draft lavs outlin- 
ing the principles of separation 

Camille Iminn. a Parti Qui*la*cois mem- 

tier. said what he heard during the hear- 

ings was that the party should devise 
another question. 

Still. Panzeau has little room to maneu- 

ver I ie (j»n change the question in an effort 
to win soft nationalists' those who 
prefer to retain some links with Ottawa — 

out it still has to be about separation. 
"It's natural that then? is some rethink- 

ing to do because that is what they |the 
< ommissionsl were* for. said Alain Noel, 
a political s< ientist at the University of 
Montreal 

Daniel Johnson, the former Quebec pre- 
mier now leading the anti-independent* 
fight in the province. says playing with the 
question won't fool anybody 

"1 suspott that people who favor sepa- 
ration want to increase the < onfusion." 
Johnson said 

Among the "soft nationalists'' are peo- 
ple like Mario Dumont, a former Liberal 
who is now in Quebet s parliament as 

head of his own Democratii Action Parts 

I Hi monl has lugitottwl a so pa rain Quebes 
with ( loan ties to Canada, something along 
lh»? Uni's of the European Union 

"l think at heart. the majority of Quo- 
becoi* are federalist." Dumont told The 
Associated Press 

However, a referendum on "sovereign- 
ty-assoc iation," similar to what Dumont 
proposes, failed in tnm) by a fiO-to 40 }»r- 
< »nt margin 

In New York on Friday, Canadian 
Financ e Minister Paul Martin, himself a 

Quehccoii, told bankers that Quebec 's 
uncertain political future posed no threat 
to those thinking of investing in Canada. 

"If you follow the Quebec debate, the 
support for separatism is de< reasing with 
ev ery (toll." he said, c alling any threat from 
separatist rumblings "virtually nil " 

The reports of all 18 sovereignty < one 

missions are to l>e sent to Pari/eau by mid- 
Marc h. and a final report is due at the end 
of Marc h 

Hussian torces continue to bombard Chechnva 
SAMASHKY, Russia 1AP) 

A tiny after seizing a key stretch 
of road in southwest Ch« hnyo, 
Russian fori es kept up the 
pressure Monday with roi kets 
and artillery on the nearby rel*>i 
held town of Ai.hkhoy Marian 

(kirs, buses and trui ks full of 
refugees fled At hkhoy Marian 
and neighboring Samashky. 20 
miles west of the devastated 
apital of Grozny 
The Russians < ontrol most of 
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northern Chw hnya thi Sunday, 
they captured a road linking 
A< hkhov Marian and Namashky. 
signaling an imminent ground 
assault on the south of the 
breakawny r«public 

RuuUn fotctf entered 
Ch« hnya on Iks 11 to crush an 

independent« drive in the 
( miens us Mountains region 
Thousands of soldiers and 
civilians have I wen killed in the 
war. which is hugely unpopular 

at home and abroad 
In the idlest sign of 

international displeasure, the 
Furopean Union delayed 
signing a major trade deal with 
Moscow iMH.ausp of continuing 
concern about the fighting in 
Chechnya 

"We don't want to isolate 
Kussia, but we need n peaceful 
and rapid solution to the 
Chechen crisis," French Foreign 
Minister Alain juppe said 

Monday 
Juppe will load a EU mission 

to Moscow later this week to 

push for changes it wants before 
the trade deal inn go ahead. 
They include greater au ess to 
Cher hnya for humanitarian 
agent u«s, an expanded role for 
the 53-nation Organization on 

Security and Cooperation in 
Europe in mediating the 
conflict, and a willingness by 
Russia to talk to the relieis 

in Ch« hnya Russian troops 
atlai ked Ai hkhoy Marian with 
rot.knts and artillery. Four 
helicopter gunships floated 
above the town, providing air 
support 

Rebel fighters tried to calm 
residents of Samnahky who fear 
they will be killed by the 
Russian bombardment. Many 
people have already fled to 
other villages in Chechnya or to 

neighboring Ingushetia. 

umnese government increases military funds 
Hi.ljlM. (At) China s government on 

Monday annount^»d a 21 pcttmi increase in 
its military budget, whose rapid growth 
despite the end of the Cold War is making its 
Asian neighbors uneasy 

Spending on the armed fun e% rose 22.5 
percent last year amid tensions over com- 

peting hums by China and five other 
nations to tha Spratly and Paracel islands 
in the South Chino Sea. 

Military spending will lx* the fastest grow- 
ing major area of the $75.7 billion draft bud- 
get announced by Finance Minister Liu 
Zhongli on the second day of the annual 

meeting of China's legislature 
The overall budget will grow by 0 3 per 

r ent over last year, w ith a dafir.it of $7 <i bil- 
lion 

I he military 's share of that would climb to 
$7.5 billion Foreign analysts (relieve the 
armed forces also get money from other gov- 
ernment budgets, weapons exports and sales 
by military-run factories 

l.iu did not explain the increase, but But 
Premier J.i Peng said Sunday the People's 
Liberation Army should "make further 
efforts to become a revolutionary, modern 
and regular army with increased combat 

tiffin liveness and defense capabilities." 
I he 1995 druft budget includes on 

increase in spending on agriculture to the 
equivalent $5 billion, a i t.7 increase over 
1994 

Combined with agricultural-related spend- 
ing in other ureas, total spending on the farm 
sei tor amounts to nearly $8 3 billion, Liu 
said. 

lagging agricultural production was a key 
contributor to China's inflation rate of 24 4 

pen ent lust year Li, the prime minister, has 
declared improving farm production a prior- 
ity m 1995. 

AIDS problems addressed at international conference 
CAPK TOWN. South Afrit a 

|AP| — Prudtsm.it Mbele was 

studying at Gape Town Uniwttr- 
sitv whou shn diicovtml she 
had tho virus that i a uses AIDS 

That tmdt'd her studies 
.St hoot officials. concerned that 
she would spread the infection 
to other students, fort.ed her to 
leave In 1992. Now Mbelo is a 

South African AIDS educator. 
Mbele's experience was 

echoed by delegates from 

Kurope. Asia and North and 
South America who addressed 

the International ConftnviH a for 
People l iving with HIV and 
AIDS. 

The five-day meeting, whit:h 
l**gan Monday, wu attended by 
more than 500 people with 
inquired immune deficiency 
syndrome or HIV. the virus that 
causes the disease, from 82 
countries 

For the First time, the seventh 
annual conference was being 
belli in Afro a, the site of nearly 
three-quarters of the 4.5 million 
a\m of AIDS recorded since the 

lain 1970s 

Deputy President Thabo Ml*«- 
ki, opening the onferanr e. said 
AIDS hits South Africa's most 
vulnerable citizens, and helping 
them was part of the govern- 
ment’s redevelopment program. 

Mbeki said the regions in 
Sooth Africa hardest hit by 
AIDS "are those in which, 
before the advent of the democ- 
ratic order, were most offer ted 
by social and violent conflict." 

President Nelson Mandela's 

black-led government, which 
took over after elections last 
April ended apartheid, has 
pledged to include health 
reform in its efforts to improve 
the lives of impoverished 
blacks. 

Mbeki called on the industri- 
alized world to help developing 
countries fight AIDS — and 
Erwan Fouere, the European 
Union envoy to South Africa, 
responded with a Jt-t million 
package to support AIDS pro 
grams in South Africui. 
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