EDITORIAL

Increase security
at courthouse

When four people were shot Thursday in a Seattle
courthouse, some expressed shock at the violence of the
act. The sad reality is that the same violence could hap-
pen right here in Eugene.

The Lane County Courthouse has no physical securi-
ty system in place. While police officials do patrol the
courthouse area, no metal detectors or X-ray machines
have been installed to protect the court from guns,
knives, bombs or any
other weapons. Some-
one could easily go on a
shooting spree or blow
the courtroom up under
the current system.

Lane County today is
more dangerous than it
was a few decades ago.
As society changes, the
needs for security change, No one questions the need for
more police in Eugene as compared to a decade ago.
Why not do the same for courthouse security?

By nature of their function, courthouses attract
accused criminals and victims, spouses from nasty
divorces and disgruntled citizens mad at the legal sys-
tem. With people like this, combined with the high
stress situation of going to court, the unfortunate reality
is that some people will resort to violence. This violence

must be fought immediately in the strongest way possi-
ble.

An easy start to increasing security at the Lane Coun-
ty Courthouse would be to install metal detectors at the
entrance. The move is not extreme by any means. No
one questions why people must pass through security
checkpoints at airports worldwide. In addition, a num-
ber of courthouses
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A committee is already investigating the need for
increased security at the courthouse. It is encouraging
and commendable to see that the county finds security
for courthouse employees and the general publictobe a
priority,

It's unfortunate that circumstances today require
communities to spend money on ensuring security in
public areas such as courts when the money could be
used elsewhere. However, times have changed and met-
al detectors are a concrete way to combat violence at
court. Lane County should step into the present day and
increase security at its courthouse,
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B LETTERS
Low rent

Regarding Mr. Fontana's opin-
ion piece in the Emerald on Feb
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Mr. Fontana maintains that
because Amazon is only for stu
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These individuals will be
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compete with “the non-Univer
sity working poor” for scarce or
non-existent housing. Some
competitors, both students and
non-students will become home-
less as a resull Property owners
will then be in an improved posi-
tion to raise rents, raise deposits,
and lower services

Low Amazon rents allowed
me to complete law school at
the University. Since graduat-
ing. I've practiced tenant law in
the community and on campus
I've seen the consequences of
the tight rental market and what
some renters are forced to toler-
ate

Mr. Fontana, if you are truly
concerned for the community’s
homeless and working poor, and
not just exploiting them for
rh#torical purposes, I e ourage
vou to attend the meetings of the
Homeless Action Coalition at
the United Methodist Church at
noon on the second Monday of
any month and listen to what
homeless activists have 1o say
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Call doctor

Sacred Heart Hospital admin-
istrator Sister Monica Heeran and
other hospital employees claim
that one of the main reasons local
physicians should tum over their
clinics to the hospital is to avoid
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lIF iun‘nq“! isure 16, the death
with dignity phy
suicide measure th :T(]r-\uu vol
ors approved (currently held up
in court on appeal). Physician-
isted suicide is just one of the
medical procedures condemned
by the Catholic Church. It's a
scary precedent indeed to allow
near-monopolistic control of our
health ¢
institution It's
unhealthy
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= In response to Mr. Womack's
srticle of Feb. 21, I would like to
say that there have been some
isolated incidents that could
have been considered not fair
But as a whole, affirmative
action has worked due to the
fact that most minorities and
women realize the responsibili-
ty a job entails and are willing to
bend over backwards to keep
that job. From what I've seen at
this University, it's difficult to
gel students to even show up for
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