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interpreting the law the way they want to interpret it," 
Rhinnrd said "Individual* who are not lawyer* are trv 
tng to Interpret the law,” 

After last Thursday's budget hearings. tho finance mm- 

mittne gave von Carp and OSPIRG representatives to min 
utes each to present their cases to the committee 

Von Carp told the committee that OSPIRG is illegal 
because it is primarily an off campus organization “insti 
gating social change in the state a* a whole 

OSPIRG volunteers, however, assert that their power 
statewide is one of the group's strengths 

"We educate students on how to affect policy on larg- 
er issues," OSPfRG's University Chapter ('hair and Uni- 
versity student Knty Anthes said. “We're developing 
student lenders because we're a statewide organization 
we can effect things on a statewide level ." 

“OSPIRG is the most effective student group in this state 
m lobbying for student legislation." said OSPIRC'l Uni 
versity Organizer. Matt Rabin 

OSPIRG is a student organization w ith chapter* on sov- 

oral Oregon campuses, including Portland State Univer- 
sity. Lane Community College and Lewis and Clark 
University Volunteers learn to work on public interest 
issues This term OSPIRG student volunteers voted to 
work on issues including the environment, hunger and 
homelessness, recycling and consumer protection 

The OSPIK(. chapters in Oregon pool their budget mon- 

ey. which Anthes said allows the groups to operate more 

effit lently. The money is used in part to hire a profes- 
sional staff that teac hes OSPIRG students throughout the 
state to w ork on issues 

"OSPIRG does have an educational component." von 
l nrp said, "but ids not open to all -.Indent-, unless those 

students are willing to abrogate their ideals and beliefs 
Vohinteers at OSPIRG disagree, 
“Anytxxly tan get involved with OSPIRG. Anthes s.nd 

“Students at the University make decisions OSPIRG runs 
as a democracy " 

In Inst spring s campus election. University students 
approved a ballot measure to fund OSPIRG'* SI37.77S 
budget OSPTRt budget is put to a campus election es wry 
other veur. and was approvesl last year by t>f> (xcrcant 

Von Carp wants OSPIRG to receive funds through the 
optional fee process, which has never been used at the 
University Students would tie asked if they want to fund 
OSPIRG. on their University hill, said finance commit 
tee member and Student Senator Cbm Kantrowitz. who 
feels that instituting the optional fee process would hurt 
other campus groups and student government 

“The optional fee opens up that Pandora's bo*." by 
bringing other student groups under scrutiny, kantrowitz 
said “It will just ruin the incidental fee prcx ess. The 
option wo use now is the best one bacause it makes for 
a strong collec tion of student groups 

Students for Ia*g»l Government was started alxiut three 
weeks ago. said von Carp Von Carp, a senior English 
major, said that the 44 students who co signod his letter 
to the ASUQ Executive are members of the group 

“The piece of paper that they signed says 'the follow- 
ing people are memhers."' von (Grp said “If you're talk 
ing about really at tive members, it's liasically me We’re 
not very strict with membership 

The Oregon (Commentator has also boon ac tive in the 
Tight to end OSPIRG's use of incidental fees In the stu- 
dent public alien s res ent “Hate Issue." OSPIRG ranked 
fourth on its "first official hate list 

At least seven Commentator staff members signed von 

Carp's letter to the ASUO Executive Commentator to- 

signers include Publisher Owen Brennan Rounds, Editor 

Thomas Schoenbom, Assistant Publisher and Student 
Senator I Edward Good and ( in illation Manager and Col- 
lege Republican* President Harrison Lynch. 

Students for legal Government, which is not registered 
with the ASUO Executive, had its 'first and only meet- 

ing." in the KMU sponsored by the Commentator. von 

Carp said Only groups recognized fiy the ASUO Kxecu- 
tive are allowed to request rooms in the KMU 

KMU Urns tor Ihisty Miller lalktxl to Commentator rep- 
resentatives about requesting n room in the KMU for an 

unafflliatnd group and determined that the Cammenta 
tor’s sponsorship of the meeting was appropriate 

Students for Legal Government is fix using its efforts 
on the fanhellenic Council, the Interfraternitv Council 
and OSPIKG. von Carp said 

Wo freely admit that there are groups that probably 
are illegal, but we <an't do everything," von Carp said 
We're gonna stick with these three, and that's just the 
ix-st that we can do." 

The I’.mhellenii and Interfratomity Coum ils, which 
serv e as the governing bodies for the Greek system, tioth 
had their budget hearings I'uesdav On Iwlmlf of his group, 
von C arp argued at the nearing that under the lt»H5 Attor- 
ney (.eneral's opinion, the Panhullenic and Interfrater 
nity councils may not rei nivw incidental fix's 

The finance ( ommlttw heard arguments from Ixith sides 
and passed Ixith group s goal statements The two groups 
also got the money requested in their budgets 

Students for Legal Government has not worked with 
any off campus organizations in its work and research, 
von Carp said, hut he has talked with a Los Angele-s legal 
foundation that may litigate for the group if the battle ends 
up in court 

"Fighting OSPIRG is like fighting its hall." von Carp 
viid We'd lote to take it to court, hut we < an t do it our 
selves 
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community participation is critical. It 
also instills n sense of empowerment to 
the people, and they have a stake in their 
own self-development." 

As n result of his work in Zaire, the 
American Refugee Committee then asked 
Wheeler to spend the next two months in 
Rwanda to investigate how ARC could 
respond to the human needs of returning 
refugees living in "resettlement zones" in 
Rwanda. 

Consequently, in December, the United 
Nations High Commission for Refugees 
approved Wheeler's $2.6 million pro- 
posed plan to create uncontaminated 
water supplies, build new schools and 
health centers, and train medical person- 
nel. 

While it was difficult for him to leave 
Rwanda, he said he already has plans to 
return with his wife and 17-month-old 
daughter in the spring. He will further his 

work on the two proj«x ts. which *ir»» ix>th 
in progress under the teams he created 

At tiie University this term. Wheeler 
shares his vast knowledge of appropriate 
technology in a graduate seminar called 
"Tools. Techniques, and Technologies for 
Rural Self-Development and Sustainabil- 
ity in Developing Countries 

While Wheeler plans to return to 
Rwanda in the spring, he said he hopes to 
teach at the University again in the 
future. 

“It's important to continue to bring 
these ideas home to the University com- 

munity. and to provide a link to gradu- 
ate. international studies and environ- 

mental studies students." Wheeler said 
"... not only about the possibilities of 
appropriate international development, 
but to ignite a spark and to demonstrate 
there’s hope to contribute to helping in 
development." 

Wheeler seems to have ignited more 
than n few sparks with his students 

Art liana Singh, a graduate student 

// 
Thu i v the bent clan.n I ir 

ever ttik.cn and the most 

useful tt*ol.n I nil I bruit; awa\ 

from graduate u hoot. 
ARC HAN A SINGH 

Graduate student 

// 
trorn Nepal, plans to ttnpleiitent tech- 
nologies she* learning in Wheeler's class 
into village life when she returns to her 
homeland 

"This is the host class I've ever taken 
and the most useful tools 1 will tiring 
away from graduate school.” Singh said. 

We re learning the philosophy behind 
appropriate technology that you 
should use grassroots methods, and 
respect and tie very sensitive to the cul- 
ture first 

Another graduate student, Joe Franke. 
plans to travel to Rwanda w ith Wheeler 

whore ht* vud ho hopes l« create a docu- 
mentary video of Wheeler's program for 
potential grant funding 

Franke said small projects. sin h ns the 
Improved (ookslove Program. t«md not to 
havo at oss to video moans, whit h attract 
potontml grant providers 

"I want to make sure projects gut li as 

1VVheeler's} got as imu h attention ns pos- 
sible, hr said Franke added the video 
could possibly load to additional pro- 
grams in other ports of Afrit a 

Most aid organizations merely bring in 
their own tie Analogy and “dump" it on 

developing nations, resulting in depen- 
dence on rich nations. Franke said In 
contrast, Wheeler's unique approai h to 

addressing development is inspiring, he 
said 

“IWheelerl uses a simple idea that you 
have faith in peoples' abilities to at com 

plisli what they need to accomplish," 
Franke said "Mis focus is completely on 

utilizing grassroots means to motivate tin* 
people 

The Vietnamese Student Association presents 

A Passage to Vietnam 
A Night of Vietnamese Culture 

Time: March 5, 1995 Place: EMU Ballroom 
5:00-6:00 p.m.Vietnamese cuisine 
6:00-7:45 p.m.: Culture performance 
8:00-1 0:00 p.m.: Dance 
Adults: $7, Children (under I 2): $4, Five and under FREE. 

Tickets available at the EMU Ticket Office 

SPECIAL COURSE 
AVAILABILITY FOR 
SPRING TERM 
1399: The Communication Revolution 
A course that deals with living fit working in the information age. Included 
will be presentations by representatives of major telecommunications, 
computer and media companies. Students will also acquire electronic 
working skills through a "real life" project. A special opportunity for Freshmen 
and Sophomores. No prerequisites. Open to all university students. 
1 300-1420 UH, Allen 221. CRN 36069 

1417/517: Public Broadcast and Culture 
Criticism of TV programming featuring a comparison of public television 
with commercial networks and cable with an emphasis on social values 
and how they are treated on television. No prerequisites.Open to all 
university students. 
1530-1/20 UH, Allen 216. CRN 36545/36546 

J442/542: Advertising Layout 
Basics of advertising layout, including computer techniques. Advertising 

For further information, contact Greg Kerber at 346-3738 

School of Journalism & Communication 


