OSPIRG

Continued from Page 1

interpreting the law the way they want to interpret it,”
Rhinard said. "Individuals who are not lawvyers are try
ing to interpret the law.”

After last Thursday's budget hearings, the finance com-
mittee gave von Carp and OSPIRG representatives 10 min
utes each to present their cases to the committee

Von Carp told the committee that OSPIRG is illegal
because it is primarily an off campus organization “insti-
gating social change in the state as a whole.”

OSPIRG volunteers, however, assert that their power
statewide is one of the group's strengths

“"We educate students on how to affect policy on larg-
er issues,” OSPIRG’s University Chapter Chair and Uni-
versity student Katy Anthes said. “We're developing
student leaders. Because we're a statewide organization
we can effect things on a statewide level.” :

“OSPIRG is the most effective student group in this state
in lobbying for student legislation,” said OSPIRG's Uni
versity Organizer, Matt Rabin

OSPIRG is a student organization with chapters on sov
eral Oregon campuses, including Portland State Univer-
sity, Lane Community College and Lewis and Clark
University. Volunteers learn to work on public interest
issues. This term OSPIRG student volunteers voted to
work on issues including the environment, hunger and
homelessness, recyvcling and consumer protection

The OSPIRG chapters in Oregon poaol their budget mon
ey, which Anthes said allows the Rroups to operate more
efficiently. The money is used in part to hire a profes
sional staff that teaches OSPIRG students throughout the
stale to work on issues

“OSPIRG does have an educational component,” von
Carp said, "but it's not open to all students unless those
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communily participation 18 critical. It
also instills a sense of empowerment to
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work on the two projects, which are both
In progress under the teams he created
Al the University this term
shares his vast knowledge of appropriate
technology in a graduate seminar called
“Tools, Techniques, and Technologies for

students are willing to abrogate their ideals and beliefs.”

Volunteers at OSPIRG disagroe

“Anybody can got involved with OSPIRG.” Anthes said
“Students at the University make decisions. OSPIRG runs
as a democracy

In last spring’s campus slection, University students
approved a ballot measure to fund OSPIRG's $137,775
budget. OSPIRG's budget is put to a campus election every
other year, and was approved last year by 65 percent

Von Carp wants OSPIRG to receive funds through the
optional fee process, which has never been used at the
University. Students would be asked if they want to fund
OSPIRG on their University bill, said finance commit
teo member and Student Senator Chris Kantrowitz, who
feels that instituting the optional fee process would hurt
other campus groups and student government

“The optional fee opens up that Pandora’s box,” by
bringing other student groups under scrutiny, Kantrowitz
said. "It will just ruin the incidental fee process. The
option we use now is the best one because it makes for
a strong collection of student groups.”

Students for Legal Government was started about three
weeks ago, said von Carp. Von Carp, a senior English
major, said that the 44 students who co-signed his letter
to the ASUO Executive are members of the group

“The plece of paper that they signed savs ‘the follow
ing people are members, "™ H vou'me talk
ing about really active members, it's basically me. We're
not very strict with membership.”

The Oregon Commentator has also been active in the
fight 1o end OSPIRG's use of incidental fees. In the stu
dent publication’s recent “Hate lssue,” OSPIRG ranked
fourth on its “first official hate list

At least soven Commentator staff members signed von
Carp’s letter to the ASUO Executive. Commentat

inds, Editor

von Carp said

signers include Publisher Owen Brennan Ro
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homas Schoenborn, Assistant Publisher and Student
Senator | Edward Good and Circulation Manager and Col
toge Republicans President Harrison Lynch

Students for Legal Government, which is not registered
with the ASUO Executive, had its “first and only meet
ing.” in the EMU sponsored by the Commentator, von
Carp said. Only groups recognized by the ASUO Execu
tive are allowed to request rooms in the EMU

EMU Director Dusty Miller talked to Commentator rep
resentatives about requesting a room in the EMU for an
unaffiliated group and determined that the Commenta
tor's sponsorship of the meeting was appropriate

Students for Legal Government is focusing its efforts
on the Panhellenic Council, the Interfraternity Council
and OSPIRG, von Carp said

“We freely admit that there are groups that probably
are illogal, but we can’t do everything,” von Carp said
“We're gonna stick with these three, and that's just the
best that we can do.”

I'he Panhellenic and Interfraternity Councils, which
serve as the governing bodles for the Greek svstem, both
had their budget hearings Tuesday. On behalf of his group,
von Carp argued at the hearing that under the 1985 Attor
ney General's opinion, the Panhellenic and Interfrater
nity councils may not receive incidental fees

The finance committee heard arguments from both sides
and passed both group’s goal statements. The two groups
also got the money l'!'ii\li"-!l‘ll in their budgets

Students for Legal Government has not worked with
iny off campus organizations in its work and research,
von Carp said, but he has talked with a Los Angeles legal
foundation that may litigate for the group if the battle ends
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have access to video means, which attract

As a result of his work in Zaire, the
American Refugee Committee then asked
Wheeler to spend the next two months in
Rwanda to investigate how ARC could
respond to the human needs of returning
refugees living in "resettlement zones" in
Rwanda

Consequently, in December, the United
Nations High Commission for Refugees
approved Wheeler's $2.6 million pro-
posed plan to create uncontaminated
waler supplies, build new schools and
health centers, and train medical person-
nel

While it was difficult for him to leave
Rwanda, he said he already has plans to
return with his wife and 17-month-old
daughter in the spring. He will further his

The Vietnamese Student Association presents
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A Passage to Vietnam

A Night of Vietnamese Culture

Time: March 5, 1995

8:00-10:00 p.m.: Dance

Adults: §7, Children (under 12): $4, Five and under FREE.
Tickets available at the EMU Ticket Office

Place: EMU Ballroom
5:00-6:00 p.m.:Vietnamese cuisine
6:00-7:45 p.m.: Culture performance

Rural Self-Development and Sustainabil
ity in Developing Countries.”

While Wheeler plans to return 1o
Rwanda in the spring, he said he hopes to
teach at the University
future

“It's important to continue to bring
these ideas home to the University com
munity, and to provide a link to gradu-
ate, international studies and environ
mental studies students,” Wheeler said

not only about the possibilities of
appropriate international development,
but to ignite a spark and to demonstrate
there's hope to contribute to helping in
development.”

Wheeler seems to have ignited more
than a few sparks with his students

Archana Singh, a graduate student

again in the
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Uraduate student
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from Nepal, plans to implement tech
nologies she's learning in Wheeler's class
into village life when she returns to her

homeland
I'his is
and the most useful tools | will bring

away from graduate school,” Singh said

the best class I've ever takon

“"Wa're learning the philosophy behind
appropriate e hnology that vyou
should use grassroots methods, and
res ped I and be very sensitive to the cul
ture first.’

Another graduate student, Joe Franke

plans to travel to Rwanda with Wheeler

potenti 1| grant providers
| want to make sure projects such as
Wheeler's

sible,” he said. Franke added the video
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ould possibly lead to additional pro
in other parts of Africa
Most mid organizations merely bring in
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developing nations, resulting in depen
dence on rich nations, Franke said. In
Wheeler's unique approach to
wldressing development is inspiring, he

contrast
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"IWheeler] uses a k]!lli,slt- idea that you
have faith in peoples’ abilities to accom
plish what they need to accomplish,”
Franke said. “His focus is completely on
utilizing grassroots means to motivate the
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SPECIAL COURSE
AVAILABILITY FOR
SPRING TERM

)399: The Communication Revolution

A course that deals with living & working in the information age. Included
will be presentations by representatives of major telecommunications,
computer and media companies. Students will also acquire electronic
working skills through a “real life” project. A special opportunity for Freshmen
and Sophomores. No prerequisites. Open to all university students.
1300-1420 UH, Allen 221. CRN 36069

J417/517: Public Broadcast and Culture

Criticism of TV programming featuring a comparison of public television
with commercial networks and cable with an emphasis on social values
and how they are treated on television. No prerequisites. Open to all
university students.
1530-1720 UH, Allen 216. CRN 36545/36546

' 4 }442/542: Advertising Layout
Basics of advertising layout, including computer techniques. Advertising

For further information, contact Greg Kerber at 346-3738

School of Journalism & Communication
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