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Professor improves environment in Zaire

Strain: Sudden deforestation by nearly one
million refugees harmed African land

Colleen Pohlig

ropon (dasty Ermev sic

Dropped in the midst of a massive refugee camp for
Rwandans in Zaire last fall, Professor Barry Wheeler
knew he was racing against the clock to curb the fright-
ening environmental destruction brought on by close to

one million refugees

I'he sudden deforestation of the area alerted Wheeler
a University adjunct professor and specialist in interna
tional development, to his first task in the ¢ amp: imple

al war last vear

menting a cookstove program that would demand less
fuel wood and thus alleviate some strain on the land

More than half a million pounds of wood were being
taken out of the surrounding forests to make cooking
fires, and the threat of desertification hovered over the
four sprawling camps in Goma, Zaire, Wheeler said

I'he camps housed much of the Rwandan Hutu popu
lation that slaughtered an estimated 1 million rival Tutsi
clan members in this tiny central African country’s trib

Wheeler, who was dispatched by the American
Refugee Committee to find solutions to the environmen
tal crisis, drew from his former work in the Peace Corps

in West Africa. and immediately began constructing sim

ple stoves from locally available resources

food tins, volcanic rock, gravel and sand
“An important part of this process is that this respects

donated

the local, cultural cooking traditions,” Wheeler said
Five months after Wheeler launched the Improved
Cookstove Program, it has grown to 10,000 thermal mass
and metal stoves in the four camps
refugees are employed and trained to build the stoves

loday, some

which will allow them to eventually be ||u|t'|lo'[h|!'||'| of

Some banks
offer low fees,
many services
to students

Finances: Checking
account charges aren't a
burden at several banks

Ben Moebius
Cregon Dasly Ermeraid

University students usually worry
more about the amounts in their d‘ k-
ing accounts than the account itself.

However, not all student checking
accounts are created equal and some
students may notice their small bal-
ances dwindling even further due to
mysterious fees and chargos,

According to Sharleen Carter, presi-
dent of Carter and Carter Financial Ser-
vices, students should be careful when
choosing a checking account

“They should look for some of the
basics that can end up costing them
money,” Carter said. “There should be
low fees and there should absolutely be
free ATM usage. Banks will offer a
good deal on an account then charge
$1.50 every time a student uses the
ATM. That's a rip-ofl.”

Extra services, like overdralt protec
tion, are also important, she said.

“Some banks have the ability to pay
car payments or Visa bills for stu-
dents,” she said. “So if you take a trip
you do not have to worry aboul miss-
ing a bill and getting bad credit.”

Gina McNaughton, the marketing
director of U-Lane-O Credit Union,
sald one of the nonprofit organization’s
goals is to avoid “feeing students to
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Jenna Huckvele pulls out some cash from the ATM machine outside of U-Lane-O. She
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began banking at U-Lane-O because her father is a professor al the University.

B GOOD MORNING

p LOS ANGELES (AP) — Bruce
Springsteen's brooding “Streets of
Philadelphia™ won two songwriting
awards and Tony Bennetl scored the
third consecutive pop performance
award of his revived career at
Wednesday's 37th annual Grammys
Springsteen won for best rock song
and best song written specifically for a
movie or television (the 1993 film
FPhiladelphia about a lawyer with AIDS)
Bennett's MTV Unplugged album fol
wed “Steppin’ Out” and “Perfectly
Frank,” which rocketed the 68-year-old
singer back into wide popularity after last
being honored with Grammys in the
1960s
The song “'| Swear” brought All-4-One

the Grammy for best pop vocal perfor-
mance by a group or duo and was
named best country song for the version
recorded by John Michael Montgomery

In rhythm and blues, jack-of-all-irades
Babyface won Grammys for best male
vocal parformance for “When Can | See
You?" and for writing “I'l Make Love to
You,” the popular hit recorded by Boyz Il
Men. The Boyz claimed the R&B album
trophy for lI

Bonnie Raitt won best pop album for
Longing in Their Hearts, while newcomer
Sheryl Crow claimed the female pop per
formance Grammy for “All | Wanna Do.”

The Rolling Stones’ Voodoo Lounge
won the rock album trophy and Aero
smith's “Crazy" received a Grammy for

rock performance by a group with vocal

Melissa Etheridge captured the female
rock performance Grammy for “Come to
My Window.” Green Day grabbed the
award for best alternative music perfor
mance for their album Dookie

"Black Hole Sun” by Soundgarden
earned the hard-rock performance
Grammy

Ernc Clapton, who soared back into the
Grammy limelight two years ago with his
Unpiugged album, captured the tradition-
al blues album award for From the Cra
die

The film The Lion King produced three
Grammy winners, including Elton John's
male pop vocal performance award for
“Can You Feel the Love Tonight.”

foreign aid in this area
“It's a real success story,” Wheeler said. “Engendering
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Students
challenge
OSPIRG,
call group
‘illegal’

Hearing: The organization will
go before the finance committee
tonight at 8:45 p.m

Patrick Minford

If the confrontation at last Thursday's
Programs Finance Committee meeting was
iny indication, the Oregon Student Pub
e Interest Research ( JTOup’s budget hear
ing tonight should be a very contentious
battle

More than 200 students are expected to
attend OSPIRG s hearing, which will b
held in Room 123 Pa
Many student

I gover: i
paying close attention [

!.1-‘1 ause the finance committee’s deci I
could set a precedent that would alter the

incidental ;-'0.' process statewide

he ability to collect student fees is key
to campus diversity ASUQ Vice Presi
dent Mark Rhinard said
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where we should foster different types
n'l! '-'.i-!"l.l' L.I"."."\ W .’:‘l ire -.;il"-.-" : I.l-' r ive
y ditterent point ol view to foster a mar
Kot ]-'..r- ¢ Ol 1deas

he University's OSPIRG chapter, the
oldest of 60 PIRG ch ipters nationwide

will ask the finance committee for a zero
percent budgst increase. OSPIRG has come
under fire recently from a new Universi
ty student group that wants the finance
committee to reject OSPIRG's goal state
ment ril.-!L ing '-'E.t‘ .:I’ln-;}l I.I'Il“:n'_'.h]l' fll! e
dental fees

Students for Legal Government, a
month-old organization led by Friederich
von Carp, claims that OSPIRG is illegal
under a 1985 Oregon Attorney General's
opinion. Von Carp sent a 10 page letter to
the ASUO Executive Feb, 17 detailing Stu
dents for |.r};.l| Government's accusations

Von Carp wants the finance commit-
tee to reject OSPIRG's goal statement on
the grounds that the group focuses its
efforts on “the community at large and
does not benefit the collective interests of
students.”

OSPIRG's goal statement would then
be sent to the Student Senate, which

would decide the group’s future
“"Right now it's all a matter of people
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