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Republicans back off teen mothers

WASHINGTON (AP) — In another shift
away from their original "tough-love” wel-
fare overhaul, House Republicans on Mon-
day night backed off plans to ban unmarried
teen-age mothers from the public assistance
rolls for life

Under pressure from Republican moder
ates and some GOP governors, House leaders
agreed 1o drop the lifetime ban on cash wel
fare to anyone who gives birth out-of-wed-
lock before their 18th birthday

‘Just because a woman made a
when she was young doesn’t mean she and
the child should be penalized for life,” Rep
Nancy Johnson, R-Conn., said after the com
promise was fleshed out in a meeting of
Republican members of the House Ways and
Means Committes

States, however, still would be allowed to
impose such a ban if they choose under the

mistake

GOP plan

The ban was par‘t of the Rupuhlu an blue-
print to radically reform the nation’s welfare
system. Monday's decision marks the sec
ond significant rejection by House leaders of
key elements of the original welfare over-
haul. On Friday, lawmakers decided to pre
serve food stamps, and not return the $27
billion program to the states in a block gramt
as first prn]unmi

The biggest plece of the reform legislation
poes before the House Wavs and Means
Committes this week

lohnson said it will be rewritten to allow
states the right to decide whether to give
unmarried teen-age mothers and their
families — cash bonefits after they turn 18

Until their 18th birthday, however, these
mothers would still be denied cash assis-
tance, although they and their children

would be allowed to receive food stamps
and Medicaid

The legislation will continue to include a
five-year limit on cash benefits for families
on welfare, and work requirements for recip-
ents

Conservative Republicans, who believe
welfare subsidizes and encourages the rising
rate of out-of-wedlock births, had proposed
the ban on cash benefits to teen-age mothers

But “a lot of people had problems” with
the lifetime ban, said Rep. John Ensign, R
Nev. “This was a compromise.”

Rep. Tim Hutchinson, R-Ark., said chang
ing the bill to allow women to receive wel
fare after their 18th birthday "undermines
the entire premise of removing the illegiti
macy subsidy. It really destroys the whole
premise (of the measure).”

Professor believes award recognizes group efforts
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Slovic said he views his most
recent award as more than just
an individual effort

“It was a team effort.” he said
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said he appreciated being select
ed as an honoree by the OAS.
Another reason why Slovid
said he views the OAS award as
o team effort is because he works
very closely with his colleagues
of the papers that | have

been a fnculty
ersity since

Decision

ative (Larol

“We are a group of social sci-
entists,” Slovic sald of his co-
workers. “"Some of us are
sociologists, economists and psy
chologists.”

Slovic has been the recipient
of several other awards for the
work in his field, including the
John Gugglehiem Fellowship in
1986

tribution

he said
87, the Distinguished Con
Award in 1991 and the
Distinguished Scientific Contri
bution Award in 1993
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This spring, Goswami|
Phvsicist's View of Nature,
open 1o juniors and seniors that discusses his
theories in The Self Aware Universe

depth
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I'he paperback version is due in March
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