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Director’s goals emphasize 
interaction, mutual support 
Pete Schneider 
ft* •"» Owgan 0»ty [mtritki 

As Director of the University's Hint k Student 
Union. Zeenab fohnson-Fowlk's job is not easy this 
time of year 

As the huge banner that University students 
walk under each day pros bums February is Hint k 
History Month: the veritable rush hour for John- 
son-Fowlk. 

When I became dims tor here, mv goal was to 

provide different events and activities on campus 
that embrace the African-Ameru an culture.” 
Johnson-Fowlk said "Him k History Month is an 

opportunitv to bring people to this campus to help 
educate students on the history of African people 
and our arrival on this ontinent through slavery 

Johnson-Fowlk sees education as the primary 
funi tion of the HSU She said HSU is not just on 
this campus to work with and educate black peo- 
ple, hut to Interact with all University students. 

To avoid becoming an "inclusive organiza- 
tion," the HSU continually keeps a contact base 
with all the other student unions on campus Also, 
it advertises all of its functions to ensure that am 
one on campus an know what the HSl' is doing. 

"We don't expect to see every black person on 

campus at our functions, {butJ we expe< t to see 

all students." Johnson-Fowlk said "We're not just 
here to educate ourselves, but tc'edui ate the whole 
campus as well ns the surrounding community. 
Wiiat we try to do is promote events that are inclu- 
sive to everyone 

Johnson-Fowik said she is dedii ated to elimi- 
nating the "isms" (racism, sexism, ageism, etc.) she 
sees at this University Her personal goal is to rid 
the community of these isms while emphasizing 
knowledge over hatred 

"To look at the front page of the Register-Guard," 
johnson-Fowlk said, "and see that there is a rise of 
the Aryan Nation in Grants Pass is so wrong 
Those are the things that we are trying to counter- 
act by doing the positive things we do on campus 
Having banquets, discussions and forums is what 
we do to contribute to society." 

Johnson-Fowlk said she sires the HSU as an out- 
let for black students to come together to provide 

«'(»< h Other with mutual support Also, the organi- 
sation enables students to participate in m tivttios 
that would not nonnallv b*> available to them For 
her. the HSU is also a symbol of him k pride toward 
African culture and heritage 

"What we are trying to do is make sure that we 

have an identity, wo do know who we are," she 
said “I know (hat my am estors were slaves, and I 
know that they suffered to make us all a mixture of 
people So w hen we sa\ hla< k. as in Him k Student 
l :mon. we mean that we cater to every person who 
considers himself him k 

"It's not necessarily what you are on the out- 
side. it‘s what you believe to !»■ on the inside that 
counts." she said 

Johnson Tow Ik has been involved with the HSU 
for each of her five years at the University and she 
has been involved w ith black organizations and 
the promotion of diversity for as long ns she < ,m 

remember Although there was no Him k Student 
Union at her high school in south Eugene. |ohn- 
son Fowlk was active in several organizations 
mi hiding the National Him k United front and 
Students Against Apartheid She bet ante 

espet tally active with African-American affairs 
during a trip to Havana. Cuba, which was spon- 
sored by the Youth Chapter of the Black United 
Front During the trip, Johnson Tow Ik met people 
from as far away as London and Ethiopia todis 
cuss diversity and biai k unde on a global level 

When I was growing lip. Johnson low Ik said, 
"we were Irving to i hange a lot of things that we 

foil were hurting our c omnumity. in this country, 
we ore only 15 years ass ay from segregation, so we 

must remember that we ns bln k people have ome 

a long way hut we have a long way to go 
For Johnson Fowlk. graduation is just around 

the corner and the time has c ome to start thinking 
about the future She does know that she wants to 

continue to fight for racial equality and awareness, 

perhaps one day 1h* oming a lawyer 
"This time of year. I do have to think atiout grad- 

uating," Johnson-FowIk said "Hut when it comes 

to the Black Student Union. 1 really do love what 
I do Any organization that I've joined or am 

involved with I try to do my best 
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