
Gibson’s daughter takes stand 

NORTHWEST 

KUM-.m K(. lAr) — 

l folding a t*nl«i %• l*«nr in her 
arms, eight-year-old Karen 
Gibson testified Wedrtes- 
day she watched from n 

bedroom window as her 
father hit her little broth- 
er four times in the f.i< e the 

day the boy disappeared 
Only four years old at the time, the girl said she 

was so stared by what she saw that she hid in a Uni 
room closet. 

Afterwards. Karen said her father told her nev- 

er to speak of what she saw 

“Ho told me if 1 ever told the truth I would he 
in trouble for the rest of my life," Karen said 

A former Douglas County sheriffs deputv. l-arry 
Gibson is on trial on murder charges in the March 
18, 1901 disappearance of his son. two-year-old 
Tommy Gibson, from the front yard of their home 
outside the small town of Glendale in southern Ore 
Ron. 

The boy's body has never ix>en found 
Though investigators suspected Gibson in his 

son's death almost from the start, he wasn't charges! 
until last year, after Gibson's wife took their chil- 
dren and left him. and Karen told authorities what 
she saw the day her brother disappeared 

Gibson smiled when Karen entered the court- 
room. but showed no emotion during her testimo- 
ny. 

Under questioning by District Attorney Ted Za< h 

or. Karen said she slaved inside looking for a shoo 
tn her closet when Tommy wont outside and her 
father followed soon afterward 

1 ommy t ailed her name and she looketl out the 
window, w here the saw her father tell her brother 
to pick tip the pus es of a broken bottle, Karen said 

Her father pushed Tommy and hit him ® ross the 
cheeks while he held the hoy's hands behind his 
hack, she said Then her father hit Tommy four 
times and the Iwiy fell down, roll in# over onto his 
hark 

Afterward. Gibson pic ked up Tommy ami put 
him in the bat k seat of the sheriff's department 
patrol car. she said 

Kanin said her father gniblied a "tug white Ixig" 
and put it in the trunk Karen later said that she 
thought she saw a black. gray'* gun in the twg 

Gibson drove away, anil Karen said she could see 

Tommy waving to her as the f ar left the house 
When her father yamc tvu k. he broke a branch off 

a tree ami swept away bis tra< ks in the dirt, then 
went jogging. Kanin said 

She said her father told her to tell [Kiln e that she 
saw strangers lake her brother 

Under cross examination, defense attorney Alan 
S< oil questioned Karen about din repancies Uitwtsm 
her testimony and her statements to police 

In her testimony. Karen said her father was qui- 
et when he was hilling Tommy Karen said she 
didn't remember telling police that Gibson was 

yelling during the incident. 

Voters will determine 
street’s fate in May 
Suzanne Marta 
OnQOh CM{trwagr 

T hi’ Kugene l ’11> Council vule<l Wmlnordny to pint e a pro 
I mu nary design plan lor the reopening of Willamette Street 
before voters in the May primary. 

I he plan, which would transform Willamette Street into a 
street with wide sidewalks and a few parking bays, t lostdy 
resembles Olive Street, which was reopened in October 1902 

The touncil plans to fund the St ,t million project with 
urtvm renew al funds, private set tor contributions and the Ome 
County roads fund 

The county has offered to pay for half of the project, or 

$650,000, but the council is pushing for a $900,000 contribu- 
tion from the county's road fund 

Councilman I im tame suggested that the count il put more 

pressure on the minty commissioners to fund the props t 

“They routinely speinl $40*50 million a year on projet ts that 
ust? 10 percent of the traffic that we have on Willamette Street." 
he said 

Councilman lim Torres said reopening the street was sig- 
nifu ant for the t its s economy 

I he I test thing we tan tlo for the bustntevses downtown is to 

open Willamette Street," fie said 
Count liman Shawn llttles stud the street's reopening is need 

ed despite conflicts in set tiring funding 

Myrlie Evers-Williams’ 
husband dies at home 

BEND (AP) — Walter Williams, 
the second husband of newlv 
elected NAACP chairwoman 
Myrlie Evers-VVilliarns. died of 
cancer this morning in the arms 

ol his wife. He was 76. 
Evers Williams rushed home 

from Washington. DC Tuesday 
night to be with her ailing hus- 
band Her first husband, civil 
rights activist Medgar Evers, was 

shot to death in Mississippi in 
1963. 

Williams' death came just four 
days after his wife was narrowly 
elected chairwoman of the 
National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. 

She said this morning that her 
husband had urged her to seek 
the office despite his failing 
health. 

"I kept telling him. '1 need to 
he with you.’ and he kept saying. 
This is something you've got to 

do."’ she said. 

After Evers-Williams 
announced her candidacy for the 
NAA( 3’ oflii i' two weeks ago. she 
suit! she made tit*r husband 
promise that he wouldn't die 
while she was away from their 
home in central Oregon 

"I said. 'You better not leave 
me while I'm gone, you bettor not 
leave, Evers-Williams said, 
"and he didn't He never broke a 

promise to me, and he kept this 
one I'm just so thankful I got 
home in time.” 

Williams, a retired longshore 
man who had been married to 
Evers-Williams for 1H years. died 
at K:30 a m. 

"He died right here in our 

bed." she said. "I got home just 
in time.” 

The couple moved to Bend 
from Eos Angeles in lOH'l Wal- 
ter Williams loved to fish and 
hunt and had talked his wife into 
moving to central Oregon 

Department of Forestry 
fined for safety hazards 

MKDFOKI) (AP) The Oregon Dejwrtmont of Forestry lias ln«u 
fined $21.500 fur violating safety standards in the death of a bull- 
dozer driver in a forest fire last summer. 

The state Occupational Safety and Health Administration ited 
the department for an inadequate system of keeping track of fire 
fighters, failing to prevent workers from becoming isolated, failing 
to furnish necessary equipment, and providing inadequate training 

The citations came !»•< ause the Aug. 25 death of Sydney II 

Maplesden, 25. of Sams Valley during the Hull Mountain fire 
Blamed on arson, the fire burned H.OtMJ ai ms and destroyed eight 
homes and .'tfi outbuildings around the community of Sams Valley 

The citations, dated Feb 1-t ware released to the public 
Wednesday. 

"Wo look at these citations as a necessary learning process." said 
department spokesman Doug Decker "We're going to work closely 
with OR-OSHA." 

Decker said the department hasn't dot ided whether to appeal, but 
was concerned that the citations wore issued under codes that may 
not apply to this situation. 

"For instance, some citations appear under professional firefight- 
er codes, when these were not professional firefighters." Decker 
said. 

Maplesden was hired locally to help another bulldozer driver 
The department typically hires local people with bulldozers to help 
fight forest fires 

"We re not trying to walk away from our responsibilities." Decker 
said. "We just want to make sure that we learn from this and pre- 
vent it from ever happening again 

State Forester James Brown has named a task force to review an 

inter-agency investigation into Maplesden’s death and recommend 
ways to improve safety 1 adore the start of this year's forest fire sea- 

son. 

T 

If your dog tuts .1 thing for chewing shoes just toss him a pair of Dr 

Martens classic 1460 hoots With their bullet proof construction 

pr. 11 tu ally indestructible soles and tough 

as nails leather they should he all that s 

needed to make him break the habit Along with a lew teeth 
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