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MATALIE MONT COME Y E maaso
Dorianne Laux explains the relationship of a fire hydrant and its sym-
bolism to creative writing.
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Dorianne Laux, a University
assistant professor in creative
writing, writes poems about the
daily life of an ordinary Ameri
can mother. As the mother of an
18-yvear-old daughter, it is a life
she knows well

The sensitivity
brings to her work, has led her to
become one of five finalists in
The National Book Critic's Circle
Award’'s poetry division for her
collection What We Camy
was released last May

which she

which

A 27-member award panel will
make its final selection Feb. 25
As of this vear. the Universi

ty's Creative Writing Department
1s had the good fortune to

Laux on

have
staff. She recently moved
to BEugene from the bay area
whem her poetry garmered a nom
ination for the Bay Area Book
Reviewer's Award in 1990, She
is nlso a nomines this year for
What We Carry

As a member of the Creative
Writing faculty, Laux enjoys the
acquaintance of T ulty members
Garrett Hongo, Terry Hummer
and Chang-Rae Lee
she feels
tribute to making
Writing Program

Laux teaches CRWE 343 P«
ry Writing and CRWR 407, a jromst
Writing Irom
the Body in which
the work
of three pron

Jane Hirshfield, Marie |||r\-
.|I1t1 Kim Addonizio who are

also her personal friends

1l of whom
are hine wrniters and con
the (

wtstandin

reative

Q@

ry seminar titled

she teaches

inent women poet

Boecause her poetry is wbout the
ordinary life of a working moth
er, Laux has varned the reputa
tion of "a working woman's poet™
in literary circles, which is
thing she says she finds very

humorous
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“I'm real
ly tempted
to come out
and do a
reading in a
hard hat, big
boots and a
tool belt
and pull my
poetry out of
0 mwotal
lunch box.”
she said

An occasional

Weriey

'wo of
the strongest influences on her
Sharon Olds and

Olds because

work are }nw!\
Carolyn Forche
sho has

domaestic

about family and
Forche

she excels in the art of

wrilten
ISSLIeS and
by LSt
crafting in IlL’I 1l||'| language into
something beautiful and procise
Hll.ll o ()] ‘.- ind Forche

both women writers

Were

wbout Laux's

e, she leels they opened doors
for her and gave her the “per
mission” she needed to write

Poutryl has

male-dominated art

hewn a pretly

lorm for
many yvears, and they were both

vory visible and doing very waoll

Laux saild

Another major influence in her

p
the National Book Critic Circle

Award Finals, as he is als

itle, she said, i1s the renowned
poet l‘|::i';- Levine, who wrote
the it '.'"'.:!.f tion to her lirst vol
ume of § Ywake (1990). In
wddition to being a model writer
he hins been I!N'.".\'.’.Llf"ll‘.'ilt wnd
1y groal help in getting her career
lerway Laux sald she
pleased to be one of his preers in

of the five nominees
I wouldn't mind losi
it all
Laux recently co-wrote

ng to Phil
she said

a ref
manuscript titled The
Foet's L.ompa
Addonizio and |
process of linding a publisher

erence

nion with

s currently in the
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