
Professor nominated for two poetry awards 
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Dorian ne Laux explains the relationship of a fire hydrant and its sym- 
bolism to creative writing. 

Sarah Kish ter 
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Durianne Liniv, a University 
assistant professor in creative 

writing, writes poems about the 
daily life of an ordinary Ameri 
can mother As the mother of an 

1H year old daughter. It is a life 
she knows well 

The sensitivity, whit h she 
brings to her work, has led her to 
become one of five finalists in 
The National Hook Critic's Circle 
Award's poetry division for her 
collection What IVoftwry which 
was releases! last May 

A 27-member award panel will 
make ils final selection Feb. 

As of this year, the Universi- 
ty '» Creative Writing Department 
has hntl the good fortune to have 
laux on staff She ns ently moved 
to Kugnne from the bay area, 

when* her poetry garnered a nom 

mation for the Hay Area Book 
Reviewer's Award in HWO She 
is also a nominee this year for 
What IVV Carry 

As a member of the Creative 
Writing faculty. l«aux enjoys the 
at quaintnnee of faculty memUirs 
Garret! Mongo. IVi rv Humm. r 

and Chang-Kae Tee. all of whom 
she fuels are fine writers and con 

tribute to making the Creative 
Writing Program outstanding 

1-auv teaches CKWK 14 t Poet 
r> Writing and l !KWK 407. a [x»-t 
ry seminar titled "Writing from 
the Body," in w hich she teaches 
the work 
of t hree prominent w omen poets 

(one Hirshfteld. Mane Howe 
and Kim Addonizio who are 

also her personal friends 
Because her poetry is about the 

ordinary life of a working moth 
er. !,aus has earned the reputa- 
tion of "a working woman's poet” 
in literary circles, which is some- 

thing she say* she finds very 
humorous 
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An ih taut'ruil trrtrt 

"I'm n*il- 
l\ lomptod 
to com* out 
and do n 

reading in a 

hard hat. big 
boot* and .1 

tool holt 
and pull my 
poelrv out of 
a metal 
lunch ho*." 
she Mid. 

Two of 
the strongest influence* on her 
work are poets Sharon Olds and 
Carolyn Fore he Olds Ixx hum- 

sho has written nlxml family and 
domestic issues, and Fun lm 
bee ause she esi els in the art of 
rafting images and language into 

something beautiful and jms ise 

Hoc a use Olds and Fore he were 

l*>th women writers nlxnit taux's 
age she feels they opened doors 
for her and gave her the "per 
mission" she needed to write 

"| Poetry I has been a pretty 
maledominated art form for 
many years, and they were fx»th 
very visible and doing very well." 
l-aux said 

Another major influence in her 
life, she said, is the renowned 

poet Philip Levine, who wrote 
the introduc tion to her first vol- 
ume of poetry. InuAr (1‘1’tti) In 
addition to lieing a model writer, 
he has Warn a jiersonnl friend and 
a great help in getting her areer 

underway Laux said she is 

pleased to be one of his CHrers in 

the National Hook Critic (an le 
Award Finals, as he is also one 

of the five nominees 

1 wouldn't mind losing to Phil 
at all," she said 

Laos recently < o wrote a ref 
e rente manuscript titled The 
Poet's Companion with 
Addonizio and is currently in the 
proc ess of finding a publisher 
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Thursday. Feb 23rd 
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Friday, Feb 24th 
Art Grooveaux «>ui> 
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