
New bill promotes mail-in ballots 
Robert Stephenson 
f (y !fsu Oegert Do=fy f rrxxak! 

Secretary of State* Phil Kiesiing 
is sponsoring a bill that will allow 
voting in primary ami general- 
elections to in* conducted by 
mail. 

if the bill passes. Oregon will 
be the first state to nc< ept mail- 
in ballots in Ixtth general and pri- 
mary elections. 

Kiesling has spent the last six 
years opposing similar bills and 
explains his sudden c twinge of 
heart by saying "at a certain point 
we just have to recognize reali 
<y 

According to the Slate Kim 
tions Office had this law Imen in 
effect last November it would 
have saved the state of Oregon 
$2 ft million In the last elm lion 
2f>5,00() Oregonians voted bv 
absentee ballot, and only ttt |>er- 
c.ent of registered voters voted 
Hopes am that this bill will great- 
ly increase voter turnout, by not 

actually having to turnout to vote 

While there is no guarantee 
that the bill will have an effm t on 

the turnout of Oregon voters, 

I-- 

recent hUtory suggest* it will. 
Since 1082. Oregon voters have 
been voting by mail in spot lal 
election* and pnrtic ipatton has 
grown at an outstanding rate, 
according to Senate elections 
committee 

Chairman of the Senate Rules 
and Klections Committee Sen 
Randy Miller. R I j»ku Oswego, 
ran against Kn>sling in the 1992 
S««< rotary of State rat e Miller has 
been t ailing for this voter reform 
since 1989 and Kinsling has been 
opposing him "I am real glad to 
see that he IKieslingl has finally 
come around." said Miliar in a 

phone interview, “hut there is 
still opposition 

The Umgue of Women Voters 
went an record in 1987 os saying 
a pilot projet t of voting bv mail 
should remain in spot ial elet 
tiona. hut not !«• applied to gen- 
eral or primary elections Sally 
Weston, chairwomen for the 
leagues’ 1 jine County Offii e said 
"our 1987 posiiton is almost a 

the ado old, and it has not been 
updated The i^tague will protw- 
blv support the hill on a Inal 
Iwsis." 

Other reform* sponsored by 
the sec retary of slate include a 

pro}M»u»l to streamline the voters 

pamphlet. Kiesltng wants to lim- 
it the number of pro anti t on 

arguments per measure The dri- 
ving fon e behind this proposal 
is financial. The voters pam- 
phlet production and distribu- 
tion t frsts approximatelv $3,500 
|*f page 

Sen Miller t.ont merited on the 
proposal by saying "With the 
vast amount of measures that are 

continually on our elections, 
sometimes the voters pamphlet 
is the only source of knowledge 
voters have tin a given issue To 
limit the number of arguments 
would serve only to limit the 
amount of knowledge voters 
have Furthermore, who gets to 
deride which pro anil con argu- 
ments are good enough to lie 
included and which ones are 

not At $3,500 dollars o page, it 
is the lets! buy in town.” 

If both of these bills pass, the 
nest election should be an inter- 

esting one More people will let 
voting, more conveniently, with 
less knowledge 
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Best-selling author hosts 
mystery writing workshop 
Jam** Leong 
Hr Oregon CWr f nwrwtO 

Twenty-two budding and 
accomplished writer* got (ho 
champ to become mystery 
novelists for a day when they 
participated in a day-long 
writers' workshop conducted 
by be**-selling author Doreen 
Robert* at Gateway Mall Sat- 
urday. 

The workshop titled. 
"How to Pul Suspense and 
Romance into Your 
Mystery." was organized by 
the Heart of Oregon Romance 
Writers Participants learned 
how to put together a pro- 
posal for a mystery novel, 
the rules of a classic detec- 
tive story, plotting a mystery 
senes, the do's and don't* of 
approai lung a publisher 

Roberts encouraged partic- 
ipants to write mysteries 
because of their soaring pop- 
ularity and ever-increasing 

readership 
“The potential for sale of 

mysteries i* there," Roberts 
said "Although my royalty 
the* ks for mysteries are much 
less compared to romance, 
romance novel* don't *tay on 

the shelve* for long Rut when 
a reader picks up a mystery 
novel, chances are that he or 

she will go hack, to buy the rest 
of the series " 

Because publishers get 
thousands of manuscript* a 

week but (.an only choose a 

few. Roberts stressed the 
importance of writing with a 

distinct voice. 
Roberts has seen nine of 

her 12 romance novels roach 
the best seller's list at 
Waldenbooks, and has 
received several nominations 
from the Romantii Times 
awards, which are the equiv- 
alent of television's Kmmy 
Awards 

Cash 
For Textbooks 

Mon.-Sat 

Smith Family 
Bookstore 
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UO School of Music 

Non-major Gasses 
• Art* it Letter* Classes 

Basic Music 
Music of the Americas 
• Race-Gender Classes 
Music of the Americas 

History of Gospel Music 
• Special Interest Classes 

Survey of Opera 
Freshman Seminar 

Folksong Lore 
Musical Instruments 

of the Work! 
Basic performance class 

(piano, voice, guitar 
blues guitar, tabia) 

Campus Band 

More Info? Call 146-3761 
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