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Eric Roesinger, Vaidila Kungys, Grahm Simpson and Ryan Carison (from right) rode to second-place Saturday at UC-Davls.

Cycling team glides to second place

Joel Hood

Amid gray skies and a terri
ble crosswind, the University
cycling team rode into second
place in the team time trials at
UC Davis last weekend, falling
just four seconds short of the
pace set by highly-touted Stan
ford

I'he four-man Oregon squad
\prln!mf to the second-fastest
time of the day in Saturday's
team time trial, bested only by
nationally-ranked Stanford

Oregon and Stanford com
Illi"d five of the top seven ;l].u‘ s
in the individuals competition
and looked to be a step ahead of

the pack before Sunday’s cri
terium race. Oregon's Eric
Roesinger and Vaidila Kungys
took sixth and seventh place
res ps tively in S.‘\lll!’iiil\' morn-
ing's 15-mile individua! time tri
al

“Stanford had done so well
in the individuals, we knew
that they were going to be the
team to beat in the team com-
petition,” Kungys said

In Sunday’s Class A criterium
race, Oregon teammates Graham
Simpson and Kungys broke
wway from the pack on the sev
enth lap and were able to sus
tain the quickened pace for the
remainder of the race. Racing

against such accomplished
cycling programs as UC Berke
ley, UC Santa Cruz, Chico State
and Nevada-Reno, the Oregon
duo cruised to second and
fourth place, respectively

‘We were basically the under
dogs out there,” Simpson said

The strong wind and chilling
temperatures tumed the 35-mile
race into a grueling hour and a
half long competition. The 44
lap event circled the UC Davis
campus and served as the finale
of the two-day competition

Although Oregon had two
riders crack the top five, they
Kapt off the
because it was a non-confer

were podium

once race
"We we

that they weren't going to give

surprised to hear

us medals,” said team coordi
nator Robert Shigeta. “We wers
told later that we were able to
pnr!n l],rlTﬂ in the .-r=1:,n-.'lr|.-.:1,
but we were not able to collect
iy conference championship
points.”

first conlerence
race will be on April 1 and 2 at
Washington State

Oregon’'s

“Our big goal of this year is
to win our conference and go
to the National
Championships Memorial Day

Colleginte

weekend in Reno, Nevada

Simpson said

Barkley’s simply gone a little too far this time

TrEvOr KeARNEY

have never really questioned Charles Barkloy's
I assertion that he is not a role model. | have nev
or listened to those who dismissed Barkley
because of his obnoxious behavior. | have just tak
en him with a grain of salt and watched him play
hasketball
In fact, I remember reading a sports column that
lashed out at Barkley for his comments, and |
thought what a waste of good newspaper space that
was. | have even gone as far as musing over some
of Barklev's far-fetched comments
But | was wrong on every count
| was wrong in assuming that the controversy was
over-publicized and that athletes should not be
spoon-fed the role of mentor. Because whether they
like it or not, they are in the spotlight. Also, | was
wrong in believing that Barkley was not doing any
thing wrong by saying that a child’s only role mod

should be his or her mother or father — after all
if that were the truth, some children wouldn’t have
anvone to illl;k up to at 11l

All it took for me to realize that | was wrong about
Barkley was last weskend's NHA All-Star game

In response to a heated interview, Barkley was
heard saying "that’s why | hate white people.” He
told reporters he was just joking around with Bar
ry Bloom, a friend and reporter who is white

So in one idiotic instance, Barkley « r|||q|':|1'i’ up a
racial slur and passed it off as humor

Real funny, Charles
I I wrote a
column said “that’s what | hate about black people™

Let me just il':'. this in perspactive

or “that's what | hate about Jewish people,” | would
have the Black Student Union or the Jewish Stu
dent Union knocking down my door, and right
fully so

But the difference is, | wouldn't do that. Most
open-minded, rational people wouldn't do that

Barkley, however, did.

Unfortunately, Barkley has taken the world of
sports down one more level in the eves of its crit
ics. He has contributed to the growing opinion that
-.}}n[h II._L{:JII"- sllul]ili not be role models

Poersonally, I think athletes are generally a ter
rific group to look up to. As a child, | idolized my
favarite baseball players, and these guys kopt me
from getting into a lot of things that could have real
life has gone

l'-‘-“}\l" like Blazers center Chris Dudley and for
mer Seattle Mariner second baseman Harold
Reynolds, both of whom not only excel at athletics
but help the communities around them, are great

ly skewed the direction that my
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Tyson's release set
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February 15 LY

W9am

ESPN

— NFL

Ex-

| pansion

| Dratt, at
New York

| M4pmESPN — NCAA

Basketball, Duke at

Virginia

B6pm ESPN —

NCAA Basketball,

Boston College at

Pittsburgh
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