
Man faces charges in Oregon skydiving deaths 

NORTHWEST 

SHERIDAN (AP) In the 22 

year* Sheridan Sky Sport* wai in 
business. 11 people died para- 
chuting from planes it launched 
from n dirt airstrip in this tiny 
western Oregon tow n 

The parachute center now mu- 

st sts only of an ai>andonnd warn- 
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closed the center amid investigations by the Federal Avi- 
ation Administration and county authorities 

Now, Mayfield lace* manslaughter < hftfgns in the deaths 
of the last two people to die at the < enter, an hf> year* 
old man who diinl on his first jump and an experienced 
jumper whose chute didn't open 

Mayfield denim that he's responsible for anyone’s death 
Mis attorney. David Cuhns of Salem. said Mayfield prob- 
ably would plead innocent to the c barges 

"Ted truly doesn't think he's responsible for these folks' 
iinforlunatn deaths," Ciuhns said "Me Iwlieves tfmt they 
were trained well and «H)uip|M»d well Me doesn't see that 
he did anything that would < ause their deaths." 

Mayfield says skydiving is a risky s|»ort and the nun) 

tier of deaths at his center, also known ns Par ifit I’orn- 
(hute (’.enter, is not unusual given the number of jumps 
there. 

Arleon Rich man of the US Parachute Association said 

one death occurs in every 84J000 tumps That means May- 
fluid's center would have needed more than 49.000 jumps 
a year ;o remain within She average 

Mayfield say* only that his staff flew thousand* of 
jump* every year." with up to 1,000 jump*an a busy week- 
end in four planes averaging 40-50 load* of up to 10 peo- 
ple a day on busy weekends That'* conceivably as many 
as 8(H) to 1.000 jumpers 

An indictment charges Mayfield with "unlawfully and 
recklessly" causing the death* of l.« Ferry Sr in Feb- 
ruary 1904 and Charles Schaefer in September 1993 

Schaefer, 33. a veteran skvdiver. was killed when his 

parachute failed to open over the Sheridan Airport He 
had made S3 recreational jump*, and hi* family said he 
was a |taralmnp*r in the U.S Army 82nd Airborne Divi 
sion 

Mayfield'* rigger license was revoked Feb 18, 1994, 
after an FAA investigation of Schaefer's death Investi- 
gator* found that Mayfield had Jlacked Schaefer'* pnra- 
hute with an automatic activating dovic e that Mayfield 

knew had failed its last calibration test 
(hi Feb 12. 1994, the 85 vear-old ferry fell 4.2(H) feet 

to hi* death on hi* fir*t jump when Ins main parachute 
failed to open 

Federal offu iais said in March that although Perry was 

a novice, he was given a parachute designed for expert- 
oncud jumper* When he jumped, the static tine linking 

him to the .plan* (ailed to deploy the main chute and a 

line that would have automatually opened hi* emergency 
chute was missing 

T he U S Parachute Association had suspended May- 
field's instructor's rating a month before Perry’s death 

In May. Mayfield was senteni«d to prison for repeat- 
edly flying airplanes without a valid pilot's license Me 
•weed hi* sentence at the Federal Correctional Institute 
adjacent to his flying center in Sheridan. 

“1 could see the airport and see what was going on,” 
Mayfield said "It was tough.” 

Mayfield wa* released in October after agreeing to stop 
doing anything related to aviation. Now. he says he’s try 
ing to sell hi* equipment. 

”1 don't know what I'm going to do for a living." he 
said "I've spent the last .TO years doing something the 
KAA won't let me go back into." 

Whatever Mayfield does, neighbor Jerry Purvis hopes 
the aviator doesn't do it in Sheridan. Purvis said he 
endured 20 yean of parachutist* damaging his fences and 

dropping lips, rip-cords, knives and other gear that end- 
ed up in his bales of hay. and sometimes his cattle. 

"It's a menial strain all the time,” Purvis savs. "You 
can't concentrate on your daily work because you're con- 

stantly looking up to see what's going to fall on you.” 
The next court hearing is March 6. and Purvis savs he 

plans to keep a close eye on the court case os it unfolds. 

Seattle man helps untraditional couples make commitments 
SI A i l U. (AH Oh sure. llamlth 

Todd believes in that love conquers-nll 
business lie jus! wants lo give it a little 
help. 

To that end. the proltfn pool laureate of 
Seattle's underground oilers his latest ven- 

ture Hal and Boots Matrimonial .Serve os 

Todd says he wants to assist those who 

(gulp1) want to make a < ommitment 
"That's a scary word to a lot of people." 

savs Todd. 2‘* "Hut this thing is not ntxnit 

l*»iing si.annl at all.” 
It's about em|K>wornt«nt. he sa\s 

"There are a lot of people out there who 
want to celebrate their commitment with 
their partner hut don't asst* late t! with lire 
traditional form of marriage and its legal 
implications." Todd says 

"And there are others who can't l*> mar 

tied legally lux arise of their lifestyle, hut 
still want to participate in a sanctioned 
ceremony 

That's where Hat and Boots steps in 

Todd's traveling matrimonial service is 
aimed at serving the needs of both same- 
sex couples and heterosexuals, lie wants 

everyone to have the same opportunity to 

celebrate urmmitment — there s (hat word 
again -- even i( their union doesn't fell 
under mainstream guidelines 

There are so many people and differ 
mil types of relationship* out there that 
don't fit into the traditional systems." he 
says "And frankly that's turned off a lot 
of people to the whole marriage process 
What we're doing is a fresh alternative." 

Aesthetically, the Hat and Boots expo 
nwiui is something akin to a nui leer melt- 
down at t.r»< eland with Jar k Korounc at 
the controls. 

Todd dons an outrageous tuxedo, com- 

plete with red velvet heart iron-tins, and 
a modified frock. Hie "choir" is a portable 
stereo stocked with contemptible '70s dis- 
t.o hits and the pulpit is a makeshift stage 
decorated with kitschy Americana 

Todd also offers help with vows 
"Oh, I can improvise right along with 

them if they want." sa>s spoken word- 
smith Todd. 

Spiritually, he says he wants to make it 
clear that modern relationships are a ten- 
uous Ivirgnin between two people. 

Happiness and companionship are the 

Imttorn line. though the Hal and Bools min- 
istries won't make any promises 

As an ordained minister with the Churt-h 
of Universal Life. Todd tan officially offi- 
ciate for opposite-sex couples who present 
him with a marriage license 

Same sex marriages arc not legally ret 

ogni/ed in the state of Washington and 
couples c annot be granted marriage licens- 
es, but that doesn't diminish the ceremo- 

ny 
"It's unfortunate that the state doesn't 

approve." says Todd. "But this isn't about 
the state approving This is about mak- 
ing a pledge to another person ami mean- 

ing it." 
Hat and Boots makes its debut, appro- 

priately enough, on Valentine’s Day, The 
venue is the hyper-hip Crocodile Cafe and 
Todd had three takers lined up for the fes- 
tivities a lesbian couple: a straight couple 
that eloped but never had a ceremony; and 
a pair of twentysomethings motivated to 
take a step, just not THE step. 

My girlfriend wants to get married, but 
1 think this suits me better says Raymond 
Black. 22. of the latter pair "Nothing is 

guaranteed anymore so this is more real- 
istic whan it comes to life in the 90s." 

Todd doesn’t think his service will belit- 
tle the importance or reverence associat- 
ed with marriage 

If anything, he says, it will expose more 

people to the process. 
It will show them that 1 can take this 

dreadfully serious," he says. "I'm even 

willing to give couples follow-up coun- 

seling, because I honestly want their mar- 

riages to succeed." 
A divorced and self-proclaimed recov- 

ering Lothario might not lie the first per- 
son one would look to for such guidance, 
hut who's counting? 

Todd and his girlfriund/partner Amy 
Carey say they II travel wherever their ser- 

vices are needed — nightclubs, backyard 
parties or parking lots — and charge a 

meager $25 for a wedding package that 
includes a photo. 

By early summer, they plan to take their 
show on the road on a flatbed trailer. They 
may try the ultimate counterculture-entre- 
preneur fantasy — hooking up with the 

Lollapaltooza Festival. 
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Woman charged with assault of 4-year-old son 
SEATTLE (AP) — A Montana 

woman was charged Monday 
with first-degree assault of a 

child. au:usod of injecting fecal 
matter into the intravenous solu- 
tion being administered to her 

hospitalized 4-year-old son 

Nashelle Lynn Wood, 24, of 
Columbia Falls. Mont, was held 
On $150,000 bail If released, 
prosecutors asked she have no 

contact with her son, Bradley, or 

with any other minors except in 
the presenc e of a responsible 
adult. 

The boy was in good condi- 
tion Monday, said Dean Forbes, 
spokesman for Children's Hos- 
pital and Medical Center 

When she was arrested 
Wednesday at Children's. Wood 
had a syringe, a needle protector 
and needle, and four empty nee- 
dle protectors In her jac ket pock- 
et. 

"The syringe has Iwen tested 
and found to c ontain bacteria 

consistent with feces," accord- 
ing to charging papers from the 
King County prosecutor's offl< ** 
A full evaluation was under 

way. 
"The needle has been found 

to contain E coli bacteria." the 

papers said, 
Authorities were called by 

dot tors, who ret ognized possi- 
ble evidence of Munchausen by 
proxy syndrome. In such cases, 
a parent dims something to a 

child that requires medical 
attention for the child The 
action, apparently taken out of a 

need for attention from doctors, 
may put the child al risk of 
death or serious injury 

Wood brought her son, 

Bradley, to the hospital Jan 20 
for treatment of a Tylenol over- 

dose. 
At the hospital, he developed 

a serious infection unrelated to 
the overdose, atxording to court 
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documents filed by Deputy Pros- 
ecutor Kristin Richardson 

Urine samples indicated the 
presence of E. coli bacteria In 
the boy's bloodstream. Hie child 
almost died, and underwent 
surgery to remove his gall blad- 
der. court papers said 

Every time he appeared to he 
recovering, doctors would find 
renewed infection despite use of 
a wide range of antibiotics. 

On Feb H. two doctors and 
Wood were in the child’s hospi- 
tal room when he asked his 
mother three times to show doc- 
tors what she had behind her 
back. She denied she had any- 
thing 

When she left the room, doc- 
tors asked brad ley what she had 
been hiding behind her hack 

"The child replied that it was 

the 'thing you give shots with.' 
Richardson wrote in charging 
papers. 
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In response to questions, 
Bradley said his mother had 
Iwii using the device to give 
him medicine hy injecting it into 
the IV tubing 

Hospital officials called 
police. 

Wood had told nurses the 

Tylenol overdose was the result 
of the child's suicide attempt, 
raising doctors' suspicions. She 
also reported a long history of 
illness for the boy. including a 

cold medicine overdose at age 2. 
Doctors had started to consid- 

er the possibility that Wood 
might be injecting feces into 
Hradlev’s IV. K cob bacteria 
shows naturally only in the 
bowel and should not show in 

the blood, charging papers said 
Parents in such cases often 

have some medical training, 
according to charging papers. 
Wood, who is unemployed, has 
said she had training as a certi- 
fied nurse assistant 


