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^ ( f' 'l afe. affordable and 
adequate family hou* 
mg ill Itw Amazon site 

Ihol will serve students far into 
th(> future — Vice President for 
Administration Dan Williams 

That's groat! That is certainly 
what all of us want Unfortu- 
nately. proceeding with the 
demolition will not meet those 
goals at all In fm t, quite the con- 

trary is Irue If we were getting 
(letter buildings or cheaper rents, 
tenants and community members 
alike would not stand in the way 
The brutal fn< ts are that rent will 
triple, the facility will lie in the 
same state of disrepair in a few 
years as it is right now. we will 
have lost an important historii 
neighborhood and an ess to high- 
er education for the low-income 
families who are already scrap- 
ing through school to get them- 
selves off of welfare will iie just 
one more Ameru an dream 
flushed down the toilet by the so- 

called stewards of our public 

months later, Housing hnnot 
bothered to put the map txu.k up 
Mow will emergency vehicle* 
find our apartment*' 

• On a tour of the complex, this 
same Area Manager told visitor* 
a gruesome story (one of many) 
about a porch collapsing. Gee. 
Frank. 1 said, ha* anyone taken a 

look at the other porches to si*' if 
they ore also about to collapse, 
maybe giving them a little tap tap 
to test them and make some 

structural repairs? Why. no. said 
Frank, we would I*' too scared to 
do that Well, I said, if you are 

ac tually sc ared to. don't you real 
ly think you should Frank quick 
ly changed the suhjtx t to gutters 
falling down (And why did ten 
ants finally have to put a gutter 
back up on a two story building 
by themselves?) 

At a recent Family Mousing 
Board meeting, residents in the 
new Family Housing projec ts 

complained that proper mainte- 
nance is not being done there, 
that them are leaks ill the ceiling, 
that fixtures are falling off the 
walls and that they are paying 
above market rents’ Gosh It 
seems that the real problem is not 
the age of the property hut the 

ai Register of Historic Placets. Goe 
A real win-win situation. With 
the monnv it plant to spend 
replac ing Amazon, the Univwrsi- 
ty could rehabilitate Amazon and 
build new housing elsewhere too! 

Tlu> University often states in 
public that rents at thi> new Ama- 
zon will be $-t(Xtmonth Where 
does that number come from' 
The debt servic e atone on the 
new construction cost will tie 
$:l Wmonth and then there is the 
5200/month in operations 
$355*$2t)0 is$555. not $400. Dan 
Williams himself wrote a letter 
earls on in this projec t that the 
different e between the exact of the 
new Amazon and the target rents 
would he made up by rent 
increases on other Family Hous- 
ing units so we guess there vs ill 
be no more low-income student 
fntnilv housing in Eugene at all 

Dan Williams says, "lari s look 
at the facts Yes Dan. please 
look at the facts They do not sup 
port your < cik fusions And it is 

too had that Mr Frohnmayer got 
the same tour from the Ansi Man 
ager, but didn’t bother to c hat 
with the Tenants’ Council (he 
refuses to scsi us), the DAG. or the 
Family Housing Hoard 

As a Final note, the Universi- 
ty does not actually have a plan 
to replac >■ Amazon At this point 
in time, the only official plans are 

for demolition There are no 

designs, no designers, no bids, no 

contrni ts ami no contractors So 

As parents of small children, 
tenants are the first to be con- 

cerned about safety at Amazon 
The Amazon Community Ten- 
ants' Council has received 
numerous complaints regarding 
situations that require immedi- 
ate attention and which have 
been reported repeatedly to Uni- 
versity Housing, which has then 
ignored them for long periods 
ladore getting around to fixing the 
problem (quick fixes only, if at 
all) and sometimes will even 

claim that they had never l>een 
notified of the problems. 

• Housing did nothing about 
the lead paint dust and other 
debris left by a staff person 
"repairing" the ceiling in a two- 

year-old's bedroom (the parents 
finally got the mess tested and 
cleaned up by themselves). 

• Housing does not replace the 
broken pickets in the wood fence 
along Patterson — pickets which 
keep toddlers from wandering 
out onto a busy street Damage to 
the fence around the unoccupied 
zone was dealt with immediate- 
ly — an entire second fence was 

put up! A big chain link fence 
with concrete feet which jus! 
happens to prevent the local 
school bus from picking our up 
children safely inside the com- 

plex and some of our disabled 
tenants from having a direct line 
to the laundry room. 

• Housing did not respond 
when o family's sink did not 
work for nearly two months, or 

when tenants reported the sud- 
den appearance of gang activity 
in the complex last summer (a 
routine patrol — too expensive 
for Amazon by not for West- 
moreland — but the University 
did send three public safety offi- 
cers to a small rally to save Ama- 
zon) 

• After hearing about Hous- 
ing’s concerns over emergency 
vehicle access to Amazon, some 

tenants called the Fire marshal for 
more information, did some sur- 

veying to reconfigure the park- 
ing. and presented the details to 

Housing. (Well, said Mike Kvster. 
Director of Housing, the historii 
designation might relieve Hous- 
ing of that requirement and Hous- 
ing Would not want to disturb the 
tenants.) 

• Our Area Manager assured 
us that the graffiti was removed 
just as soon as it was noticed 
After looking at a gang tag on the 
big map at our main entrance for 
several months, 1 volunteered to 

repaint the sign. More than six 

way it is managed. 
Apparently nobody has both- 

ered to tell Mr Williams (who 
has never ln<«n too Design Advi- 
sory ('.roup meeting) that we 

determined that the rehabilita- 
tion of Amazon was not only 
physically feasible, but also the 
most economical option for Aina 
zon. This was for the same fiO 

year life ( vein and the same safe- 
ty, energy and comfort standards 
as entirely new construction And 
of course there would he the 
added benefits of preserving a 

tried and true design, materials 
that we cannot afford to buy new 

(straight grain fir floors, genuine 
cedar shingles, floor joists some 

contractors have begged for 
should the demolition take 
place...), a minimum of disrup- 
tion to students, a longer-term 
project creating longer-term jobs, 
the preservation of a healthy, sta- 
ble. low-crime, low income stu- 
dent family neighiiorhoixi (lose 
to the University that just hap- 
pens to be designed by Pietro Bel* 
luschi, Oregon's most famous 
architect and now nominated 
unanimously by the State His- 
toric. Review ftoard to the Nation- 

wiiai ■* \nv iiurry 
Better yet. a local nonprofit has 

volunteered to take the whole* 
low-income student family hous- 

ing at Amazon burden from the 
University'* tired shoulders. 
They have put together their own 

financing, contractor estimates 
and rehab plan. They will even 

buy the property and still keep it 
available for low-income student 
families Their projected (and 
thoroughly doc umented) rent Fig- 
ures are S.iW for at least 10 years 
— $200 per unit jmr month less 
than the University's new con- 
struction SHOO.000 in free aid 
every year for low income stu- 
dent families Why not take them 
up on it and spend the state bond 
on some other University project' 

Sharon Singer Stillman is a rev 

ident of Amazon and an officer 
of the Amazon Community Ten 
ants' Council. 
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