Lowry investigation brings questions

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) -— Probes of sexual-harassment allegations
against Gov. Mike Lowry expose a sticking point in state ethics law
Who appoints the investigator and how can the person’s indepen-
dence be assured?

Two of Lowry’s top in-house legal advisers have appointed an out-
side attorney they know, at no charge, to look into allegations that the
governor repeatedly sexually harassed his former deputy press sec-
retary, Susanne Albright

Is that arm’s length enough?

Shawn Newman, an Olympia lawyer who handles sex-harassment
cases and is president of the citizen watchdog group CLEAN, says
nothing less than a completely independent probe will do

“Anything internal and the people will always believe it will be
tainted,” he said in an interview Sunday. “And it always serves the
interests of the person who is under investigation. It needs to be total
ly independent.”

Larry Finegold, a criminal defense attorney who has taken Albright's
case, says that at the very least, the investigator's name should be
made public. He said the investigator’s anonvmity meduces the like
lihood that witnesses or other potential victims will come forward
since they won't know whom to contact

“The best way to kl't'p the investigation in the dark is to keep the
investigator in the dark.” Finegold told The Seattle Times

Attorney General Christine Gregoire said Sunday her office will not
investigate unless Albright files a lawsuit against the governor. The
attorney general’s office is legal adviser, and potential defender, of
the governor and might have a perceived conflict of interest in inves-
tigating him, she said

She conceded that the governor’s office appointment of outside
counsel won't assure some citizens, either. But she said it's the
advice her office gave Lowry, based on current policy

Albright, a former journalist and a publicist for the Senate Demox
rats, joined Lowry's staff in mid-1993. She says she left her $48.000
a-year job in November because of "very clear and persistent
unacceptable behavior by the governor toward me.”

She has not filed a formal complaint or lawsuitl, making it doubly
inappropnate for the attorney general to be involved at this point,
Gregoire said

The governor flatly denies any impropriety

I was stunned when [ learned of this, This is an excellent employ
ve, very professional, done a fine job,"” Lowry told Seattle’s KING-TV
m Sunday. "'l never did anything inappropriate

Lowry said he supports the naming of an outside investigator

whom his office dechines to identify other than to sayv she is a Seat

tle attormey who has experience in harassment cases
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HOW TO GET YOUR JOLLIES

AT COLLEGE 24 HOURS A DAY.
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}lli Open a tab at a diner.
Belgian waffles and cheese fries with gravy

are delicious, regardless of the hour

Visit a local court of law.
Plenty of seating, unique conversation and
drama that improves the later it gets

Work out at your leisure and never wait
in line for lat pulldowns or the erg

Get a Citibank Classic card.
For your peace of mind, operators are on

call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

WE'RE LOOKING OUT FOR YOU
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15%
Student Discount

355 E. Broadway only
345-9976
Must present student | D
Not vahd with other discounts
Vald for |.D. holder only.
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