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‘Death and the Maiden’ a wild ride through revenge, justice 
Greg Hamilton 
f iy Onega™ CKwty 

Roman Polanski s latest direc 
to' al effort Death and the M.od 
en is a masterfully woven senes 
of complexities that boils down 
to one simple lesson 

NEVER underestimate the 
wraih of a woman scorned it 

you do, beware of the conse 

quences because revenge is a 
bitch, and it stie s anything like 
Sigourney Weaver s character 

you can kiss your ass goodbye 
That out of the way. we cars 

talk about the film 
Based on a play by Anef Dort- 

man. Death and the Maiden is a 

psychological whipping match, 
a war that wrestles with guilt and 
innocence, rationality and mad- 
ness and twists with the percep- 
tions of the audience Polanski is 

at hi$ finest in this psychological 
realm He thrives on the isolation 
and intensity that the story is 

grounded in and transplants this 
spirit into the heart and soul of 
the characters 

Sigourney Weaver is Paulina 
Escobar a woman haunted by 
a life shattered 15 years earlier 
when she was tortured and 
raped as a political prisoner 
somewhere in Central America 

Death and the Maiden 
Sigourney Uruwr, Ben Kinnky 

Dim tor Roman Prfan sk\ 
Raid R 

★ ★ ★ ★ 

StiH very much a prisoner to the 
past, and living m the country ol 
her previous capture, Paulina is 
the embodiment o< paranoia 
She always keeps a gun within 
reach and turns out an the lights 
whenever she sees anything 
susproous Her character is not 
unlike Riptey trom the Alien trilo- 
gy. onty her demons are clothed 
m flesh and bone 

In a strange tw>s! of fate. 
Paulina s husband Gerardo (Stu- 
art Wilson), who works with 
human rights issues, comes 
home late one stormy night with 
a rare visitor Dr Miranda (fieri 
Kingsley), who picked up Gerar- 
do because his car had a Hat 

■A perceptive >'ie Pa a 

thinks she might know this *vtsi 
tor" all to well His voice is that 
of one of her previous tormen- 
tors W.th this suspicion Paui-n.i 
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C0UOTC9Y fHOTO 
Paulina (Waayar) quaations haf captlva, Dr Miranda (Klngalay). 
takes Miranda prisoner. pushing 
Death and tht) M.t den into ts 
methodical journey a journey 
that pr<es into the cfevces ot 
come and punishment and 
holds the attention ol the audi- 
ence (ike that o* a captive ivry 

Wanting her captor to con 
less Pauima putt; Miranda and 
hts alleged despcabie acts ‘on 
trial.' with her husband serving 
as the doctor's defense attor 

nay Unfortunately '■ >' Miranda 
fits prosecutor is also the fudge 
and executioner It's a kanga- 
roo court and toe good dot: tor 
s about take a trip down under 

Not since SikvKe ol the 
lamps has there been a Mm so 

psychofoqn arty engross -g 
Once Miranda is Paulina s cap 
live, the unes between justice 
and revenge begin to blur and 
the truth becomes a mystery 

Kingsley's W’v as Miranda >s 

the crux upon which all this ten 
sion is balanced the master of 
understatement. Kmgs'ey 
reveals httie about his character, 
making the aud once work lor 
every hint of guilt or innocence 
Is his guilt hidden behind years 
of training. or ts he truly mno 

cn|" In,, enigma of Miranda a. 

a credit to Kingsley 
The rrx>st engrossing char- 

acter. by far % Paulina She is a 
mui’i faceted character who 
seethes with a controlled fury 
that won't be sated until it's hod 
its pound o' vengeful flesh Her 
past violation', are a part of tier 
soul and Weaver brings this to 
life with a tour do force perfor- 
mance Weaver should receive 
trviit Oscar she s been pimng tor 
The same goes for Polanski and 
possibly Kingsley Both deliver 
Oscar 'tleserving work ttiat 
shouldn't be over looked 

Death and ttw Maiden ts by 
far foe best picture released so 

lar this year I! challenges the 
audience and doesn't shy away 
" VI !». g ji#ov(V alive As a 

piay on film. Polanski stays fa*th 
tut lo its ( lisustrophobtc structure 

and. as a result produ es a 
roller coaster of a film 
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