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Graduate student Cari Van- 
derknr won't forgot iho poverty 
she saw when she visited a shan- 
ty-town In Chile Inst year ns part 
of a joint university program 

Returning to the nice apart 
moot-hotel w here she and nine 
other Oregon students stayed was 

difficult ns she thought of the 
shanty-town ■ the poor men an<i 
women, the stories of mass ill- 
ness from poisonous gases seep- 
ing from the town's central 
garbage dump and the huge bugs 
that cam* typhoid, an m ute infc# 
timis disease 

"I went Imk k to the hotel and 
wrote about it." Vanderkar said 

It was a very powerful thing for 
me to have visited there 

Vatnierkar was one of 10 stu 
dents who parti) ipaled in last 
year's Chile Immersion Program, 
which Oregon State University 
Professor Frederic k Smith and 
Chilean Consuelo Miranda start- 
ed at Oregon State in 1992. 

Smith has lived and worked in 
( hile since 19H0, and Miranda is 

a native-born Chilean who cam a 

to the United States in 19Hri 
Smith saiil they wanted to start 
the pmgram to bridge Amerit an 

and Chilean cultures 
The program, in its fourth year, 

teaches Spanish through Incur 
porating contemporary social, 
(Militnal, is onouncal and nltural 
Chilean issues The six-week 
course, extending from Aug 13 
to Sept, 22. builds on these 
lessons through 5-t hours of mul- 
tidisciplinary work shops and var- 

ious excursions 
Chilean professors from the 

capital's university in Santiago 
tea) li 4H hours of Spanish, whit h 
are worth six red it hours at the 
students' Oregon universities 
Students must have completed 
first-year, college level Spanish 
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prior 10 arriving in Oil Is 
Tlit> workshops, who h aw 

taught in Spanish by American 
and Chilean experts, are a large 
pari of the program. Smith said 
Since the country peacefully 
transformed from authoritarian 
rule to a democratic, government 
in lotto. Chileans are experienc- 
ing rapid changes 

Through the workshops, stu- 
dents learn about such things as 

the changing roles of Chilean 
women, the political transfor- 
mation from a dictatorship to 
demot rm y. the market «rmotny, 
the growing concern over envi- 
ronmental issues and the rapid 
growth of Industry. 

Some partu ipants said while 
the workshops were interesting, 
having mostly Chilean experts 
give the lectures would have 
made them more informative 

"I wanted to learn more altout 
the people's feelings toward the 

military regime since the coun- 

try was at war from 1973 to 
1989." said Vanderkar. Hut since 
it was an OSIJ profdssor who 
want down with u* and gave the 
talk, he didn't know about their 
feelings because he's A men (an 

However, Smith said the pro- 
gram uses mostly (.hilean facul- 
ty to teach the workshops 

On the weekend*. Smith and 
Miranda took the students to var- 

ions beach resorts, major port*, 
some historical cities and even a 

ski resort in the Andes as part of 
the program 

In respon*e to requests made 
by last year's participant* for 
more immersion into the Chilean 
culture. Smith and Miranda have 
arranged for the students to 

spend the first two weeks in the 
apartment-hotel and the remain- 

ing four weeks with Chilean fam- 
ilies 

The apartment-hotels ore first- 
c lass at iommodations with liv- 
ing rooms, kitchens, televisions, 
stereos and maid service Smith 
said this is a good way to slow- 
ly immerse students into the cul- 
ture. 

“It gives the students a chance 
to ease into the culture one step 
at a time," Smith said "They can 
learn to change money, buy gro- 
ceries and get more comfortable 
with the language before they are 

fully immersed into the culture.” 
V'anderkar said living with 

families is a good way to learn 
Spanish becjiuae it w as tempting 
to always speak Knglish with the 
Other Amitriian students in her 
apartment-hotel 

Smith and Miranda choose the 
families from middle to upper- 
income level mainly ImauM they 
want to avoid Chilean families 
who open up their homes just for 
the money. Additionally, this 
social lass tends to be more edu- 
cated and they can help the stu- 

dents learn Spanish bettor, ho 
said 

Vanderkar said she was always 
struck by the warmth of the |x*o- 
pie She said she gained « I*1* 
from her trip and wants to return 
after she graduates 

"International expertem e is so 

important," she said 'H'l so easy 
to get isolated if people don't 
travel 

Out of last sear's to partici- 
pants, almost half staved in Chile 
to participate in various intern- 

ships. independent research or 

just to travel As part of the pro- 
gram. Smith and Miranda heljmd 
two students gain internships to 
teach English last year 

Besides the six-week student 
immersion program. Smith and 
Miranda add two other compo- 
nents to the program They bring 
Chileans here to study either at 

Oregon State or the university, 
or to study business in the com- 

munity. and they lake Oregon 
professionals to the South Amer- 
ican country for business and 
investment purpose* 

Smith said those interested in 
the immersion program need to 

apply soon bet ause he is only 
ai epting 20 students, and five 
have already been confirmed. A 
S20 nun-refundable application 
fee and completion of tho form 
liegms the process An interview 
with Smith or Miranda will fol- 
low 

Students need to be enrolled 
by June 15. 1095 Upon accep- 
tan< e, a $.100 deposit is required. 
The remaining $1,995 is due 
(hifore July 1, 1995. Smith said 
that to inquire about possible 
financial aid. see an adviser in 
the University's Office of Student 
Financial Aid. 

For an application or more 
information, call Smith in Cor- 
vallis at 727-1429, or Miranda in 
Eugene at 726-8039 

■ POLICE BEAT 

The following in< idents 
were reported to the <-am- 

pu# security and Kugene 
poll ip fan 16-21 

• A student reported the 
theft of jewelry and a jew- 
elry box Jan. 16 from a res- 

idem • oil the 1000 blOl It 
of Hilyard Street The 
items an* valued at $2,060 

• A student reported a 

stereo stolen from her vehi- 
cle at the Westmoreland 
Housing complex Jan. 1<1. 

According to police 
reports, the vehicle's soft- 

top was slashed and the 
dashboard damaged during 
the theft Damage is esti- 
mated at $3,600. 

• A student reported the 
theft of a bracelet valued 
at $200 Jan. 19 from a res- 

ident e on the 1000 block 
of Hilyard Street. 

• A 16 year-old juvenile 
w as cited for criminal tres- 

pass and arrested for car- 

rying a concealed weapon 
Ian 19 on the 1300 block 
of Alder Street 

• A 22-year-old male 
student was cited for fur- 
nishing alcohol to minors 
Jan 20 on the 1500 block 
of Ferry Street. Police con- 

fiscated four lieer kegs and 
one tap. 

• Two juveniles and an 

18-year-old man were 

arrested for unlawful pos- 
session and unlawful 
delivery of a controlled 
substance )an 21 on the 
1300 block of Hilyard 
Street According to 

police, the suspects sold 
LSI) and psilocybin mush- 
rooms to undercover 
police officers. 

—Compiled by 
ioe Harwood 
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STARTS FEBRUARY 3 AT THEATRES EVERYWHERE! 

Study Abroad in Israel 
for Credit 
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l or more information please call: 
Hebrew University 1-H00-4U4-K6’’ 
Irl Aviv University I-2I2-6M7-S6S1 
llar-IUn University 1-212-JA7-I2H<> 
lien Gurton University I-K00-962-2248 
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