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Chile immersion_p_rogram teaches culture

Colleen Pohlig
vogon Dasdy Emergic

Graduate student Cari Van
derkar won't forget the poverty
she saw when she visited a shan
ty-town in Chile last year as part
of a joint university program

Returning to the nice apart
meont-hotel where she and nine
other Oregon students stayed was
difficult as she thought of the
shanty-town — the poor men and
womauen, the stories of mass {1l-
Nness ’r|l|n l)lll\‘”i[lll‘- _L'.l\'d“\ ‘\l‘l'p'
ing from the town's central
garbage dump and the huge bugs
that carry ty phlrl-!_ an acute nfsx
lious diseasa

‘I went back to the hotel and
wrote about it,” Vanderkar said
It was a very poweriul thing lor

me to have visited t}

Vanderkar was one of 10 stu

dents who participated b !

year's Chile Immersion Py
which Oregon State University
Protessor Frederick Smith and
Chilsan Consuelo Miranda start
ed at Oregon State in 1992

Smith has lived and worked in
Chile since 1980, and Miranda is
o native-born Chilean who came
to the United States in 1985
Smith said they wanted to start
the program to “bridge American
and Chilean cultures.”

I'he program, in its fourth year
teaches Spanish through incor
porating contemporary social,
political, economical and cultural
Chilean issues
course, extending from Aug. 13
to Sept. 22, these
lossons through 54 hours of mul
tidisciplinary workshops and var
10US excursions

Ihe six-weok

builds on

Chilpan professors from the
( .||nTul s universily in Santiago
toach 48 hours of Spanish, which
are worth six credit hours at the
students’ Oregon universities
Students must have « lllllilll‘fl'li

first-vear, college-level Spanish
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taught in Spanish by American
and Chilean experts, are a large
part of the program, Smith said
Since the country peacefully
transformed from authoritarian
rule to a democratic government
in 1989, Chileans are experion
ing rapid changes

Ihrough the workshops, stu
dents learn about such things as
the changing roles of Chilean
women, the political transfor
mation from a dictatorship to
democracy, the market economy,
[h!' RI’[I\\ I!!R Concern over envi
ronmental issues and the rapid
growth of industry

Some participants said while
the workshops were interesting,
having mostly Chilean experts
give the lectures would have
made them more informative

I wanted to learn more about
the people’s feelings toward the

y o :
VW s
‘u:\._

i) o oSN
= U1 AR
N G L
- N AN O
—

military regime since the coun
try was at war from 1973 to
1989, sald Vanderkar. “But since
it was an OSU professor who
went down with us and gave the
talk, he didn’t know about their
foelings because he's American. ™

However, Smith said the pro
gram uses mostly Chilean facul
ty to teach the workshops

On the weekends, Smith and
Miranda took the students to var
lous beach resorts, major illlr'\
sOme hl‘l’”r“ ¢|1 cities d'ﬂlli even an
ski resort in the Andes as part of
the program

In response Lo requests made
by last year's participants for
more immersion into the Chilean

svmith and Miranda have

Cuiture, ©

irranged for the students to
spend the first two weeks in the

ipartment hotel and the rem

ng four weeks with Chilean fam
ties

I'he apartment-hotels are first
Closs accommaodations with lLiv
ing rooms, kitchens, televisions
slereos |!“11 |”-I|!! sSIrvice ."\!Tll!h
said this is a good way to slow
Iy immerse students into the cul
ture

It gives the students a chance
to ease into the culture one step
Smith said. “They can
learn to change money, buy gro
ceries and get more comfortable
with the language before they are
fully immersed into the culture.”

Vanderkar said living with
families is a good way to learn
Spanish because it was tempting
to always speak English with the
other American students in her
apartment-hotel

Smith and Miranda choose the
families from middle to upper-
income level mainly because they
want to avoid Chilean families
who open up their homes just for
the money. Additionally, this
social class tends to be more edu-
cated and they can help the stu-

at a time,’
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dents learn Spanish better, he
said

Vanderkar said she was always
struck by the warmth of the peo
ple. She said she gained a lot
from her trip and wants to return
after she graduates

“Intermational experience is so
important,” she said. “It's so casy
to get isolated if people don't
travel "

Out of last year's 10 partici-
pants, almost half stayed in Chile
o partid -.1,1.111- in vanous intern
ships, independent research or
just to travel. As part of the pro
gram, Smith and Miranda helped
two students gain internships to
teach English last vear

Besides the six-week student
immersion program, Smith and
Miranda add twq

nents to the program. They |

othér compo-

Iring
study either at

Cregon State or the University

Chileans here to

or to study business in the com-
munity, and they take Oregon
professionals to the South Amer
ican country for business and
Investinen! purposes

Smith said those interested in
the immersion program need (o
apply soon because he is only
accepting 20 students, and five
have almeady been confirmed. A
$20 non-refundable application
fee and completion of the form
begins the process. An interview
with Smith or Miranda will fol-
low

Students need to be enrolled
by June 15, 1995. Upon accep-
tance, a $300 dvpu«xl 1S n-qmrmi
'he remaining $1.995 is due
before July 1, 1995, Smith said
that to inquire about possible
financial aid. see an adviser in
the University's Office of Student
Financial Aid

For an application or more
information, call Smith in Cor
vallis at 737-1429, or Miranda in
Eugene at 726-8039
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Ihe following incidents
wiere n';mrtmf to the cam
pus security and Eugene
police Jan. 16-21

* A student reported the
theft of jewelry and a jew-
elry box Jan. 16 from a res-
idence on the 1000 block
of Hilyard Street. The
items are valued at $2.050

* A student rr'pllrivtl a
stervo stolen from her vehi
cle at the Westmoreland
Housing complex Jan. 19
According to

reports, the vehicle's soft

top was slashed and the
dashboard damaged during
the theft. Damage is esti

mated at $3,500

* A student repone o thu
theft of a bracelet valued
at $200 Jan. 19 from a res
idence on the 1000 block

of Hilvard Street

¢ A 16-yvear-old juvenile
was cited for criminal tres-
pass and arrested for car-
rying a concealed weapon
Jan, 19 on the 1300 block
of Alder Strest

e A 22.year-old male
student was cited for fur-
nishing alcohol to minors
Jan. 20 on the 1500 block
of Ferry Street, Police con-
fiscated four beer kegs and
one tap

* Two juveniles and an
18-year-old man were
arrested for unlawful pos-
and unlawful
delivery of a controlled
substance Jan. 21 on the
1300 block of Hilyard
Street According 1o

Session

police, the suspects sold
LSD and psilocybin mush-
rooms o undercover
police officers
Compiled by
Joe Harwood
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Programs for undergraduate and graduate students:

ONE YEAR PROGRAMS » SEMESTER PROGRAMS
SUMMER COURSES

COURSES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH

Hebrew University
Tel Aviv University
Bar-lan University

Haita University

For more information please call:

Ben Gurion University

1-800-404-8622
1-212-687-5651
1-212-337-1286
1-B00-962-2248
1-800-388-2134
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