
Shocking, vulgar, 
profane — it’s 

underground 
theater 

r m ^ 111 \ i R I s l ( K s 
H IIui'n the message 
M painted .uriK the hat k 

wall of the Xnnoyancc 1 heatre in 
< hit ag« 

W t lion, t iik( in treat ourvrhes like 
.» theaterct plains Mark Sutton, an 

actor ami dim tor at the stage 1 hat’s as 

apparent tn the theater’s nontradltional 
set-up a former plumbing supph 
warehouse that's strewn with beat up 
couches am! folding chairs fur the imii 
cnee as m the p!a\s performed there 

\fter five years. ( rJ \.ticJ Slut' is 

the longest running musical ctnnctlv in 

the history of ( Imago theater Itnpmsi 
sjtmn inspired, it's your typical slut of 
life ilepitnon of a toed prison full of 

perverts, killers ant! whores 
“It contains a lot of vulgarity and 

profanity, which gives it that little twist 

But people like it anti keep coining 
bat k, \a\ s Sutton 

( all it shock theater < all it the the 
ater underground it’s cropping up 
everywhere, vet it gets buried under /<» 
Mi: .Speed anti Weinke But some 

ate discovering the hidden treasures that 
mainstream entertainment lat ks 

Sutton rrcogtures most of the -null 
cnees 4t the Vniuiyancc 4% college mu 

items. partii ularh from ncarbs Dr I'jnt 
l \<iftlmrsirrn t and I,osola l 

Iti4t doesn't surprise l.utgi Salrrm. 
theater professor and head of directing 
and pla\ uruins.' at Southern Mcthosiist 
l in l etas lli I relicsi s the Jiidience 
for underground theater is “anyone who 
isn't afraid of having the braces on their 
brains rvpanded” (spiralis college 
students, he sass 

"|l nilirgomnd thealer] encompasses 
am torro of performance that's outside 
of the siandaid conventions of mam 

stream sorters. Salcmi sass 

Non could hardly call whal happens 
at iln Sin I iiluranuin another ( hn a 

i!n thealer. conventional Dunne .u h 
performance, s» riler as tor (if eg \llcn 
risks losing his head liter-alls 

It Mr is one of those things that 
pushes the limits of what ts performance 
and whal is teal life Mien s«s I he 
idea tiehinil li Mr is lor Mien to come 

on stage wuh an as. denionsiralc ihal ihc 
as IS real and unite the higgesl, meanest, 
nastiest looking audience member to 

ionic on stage Mien then badgers the 
person into chopping off his head 

“l.uckih, no one csci iniurcd me m 

any w.o, although one night someone 

look a swing jt me, which was realls 
I king siars," Mien admits “I don't 
know t| I'd eser repeat u 

" 

ft Mr is part of the senes. /<*■ Miuh 
l-ight Mjlrt the tiaby Go Blind, and is one 

of hundreds of plays lhai might Ire per 

The crazy, cagey cant of The Persecution and Assassination of Jean Paul Marat 
as Performed by the Inmates of the Asylum at Charenton Under the Direction of 
the Marquis de Sade Marat Sade. a play as chaotic and revolutionary as Its 
title, Is the debut effort of the Akropolls Acting Company of Coral Gables. Fla 

Photograph* b> S«an Hommefta The Miami Humean*. U of Miami 

formed ji the 
Nrn-1 utiirarium 

cat h week \tler 

Underground theater takes a stab at opening minds. 

rutting a die in determine vour adtrus 
Mon prur and receiving a "111 I I ( > \IN 
N V\11 IS" uk with a given name that in 

tar from your own, vou arc handed a 

menu ol the night’s plats I he Neo 
futurists hate this thing alxmt doing iQ 
plat s m 6(1 minutes) 

I he lusts tor this show is to create 

an audience interactive event which is 

unreproductide, which will create sotnt 

thing live between the 
audience and perform 
ere," Mien suss 

Viler sis years. inf 
Muib Lmbi still attracts 

iosal, young audiences 
I he ctdlcge audience 

is usually up tor any- 
thing a fun. ft c w 

eifwrtcnce and 
that's what /\Uitb 
/jghr is." Vilen save 

He atist st tidenti 
are vi receptive to this 
style of theater, the 
N in I nt unst s t r 

qucntls do ctdlcge 
tours I he company 
m entis did show s in 

Providence, k I New 
V ork ( its Seattle and 
San Francisco 

Sue c ess w ith the 
( hitaun student tudt- 

drinking until I I »(). It s 80 to 8s per- 
cent college students, .mi! they’re lined 
up around the block." 

Salcrni thinks that underground the- 
ater on campuses can Ik- a springboard to 

wider appeal Hut even college students 
aren’t alwass open to new ideas, he sat s. 

“I Diversities, instead ot heing the 
I>edrock ol cs|>enmcntation, debate and 
adventure, arc the new Ikcdiock ol eon 

‘7/ contains a 

lot of vulgarity 
and profanity, 
which gives it 

that little twist. 

Hut people 
like it. ” 

\1 VKk Si ri'ON, 
Director, 

Vnmn.iiHT I heat re 

cnet k il ratrn L ( annon to uLc his |>ijv, 
Stumpt ! (i'a»g, on ihr road in l os \ng* 
It's /cphvt I heatre In < huago. stn 

denis would return sewn or eight nines 

to see the pJa\. ( annon sjvs 

Described is i honor mosie on 

stage, Stump\'i (i.ing uses three to lour 

gallons ot take blood in each production. 
"1'eople in the front rows .ire lumping 
out of their scats and moving couple 
rows hail, < jiwmi sjis. 

Stumpi (ijug is about the relatKinship 
between frank Hubmati (pronounced 
boob-man), l»o miintcnjnec <hs|Misil 
engineer at a genetics lah, and three (ailed 
ex|K-nments he decides not to dls|>osc of. 

Stump)') (>iinn incorporates live 
music, suHhrom/cd video and pupjietrv, 
and it too talcs an interactive approach 
lo determine ticket price, wannabe 
audience members must spin a giant 
I winkle (Bubman s snack of choice). 

"It’s an event,” says Jim O’Heit. who 
plats Kubman “I sjK-ctalh the midnight 
shows, when the audience has liecn out 

scrvatism, he vn s 

I hat’s vs hat ( itulv 
(■old, ,tn assistant pro 
lessor ami director ot 
the undergraduate act 

mg department at the 
l ot Mississippi, lound 
out last tall when the 
school produced / tpt 
together, teeth Iputt 

lltey re not acrus 

totueil to seeing the 
subject ot homose suali 
tv presented in such an 

open wav." ( « del sa\s 
t hie povs ertul scene 

depicts a character 
dropping his ring in 

the jxxil at a gav mail’s 
house No one vs ants 

to go in and get the 
ring, out ot tear ot get 
ting \I|)S trom the 
IX Mil 

i here were people m the a tulle rue 

who were |ust squirming m their seats," 
says Paula Rctui-f all.ighan, a graduate 
student and a tnatn character in the play 
\udlcnee mcltihcrs cithet loved it or 

hated it, she savs 

(•teg (ilhlin, an Olt Miss sopho 
mote, savs a little controversy is good 

I he more controversy the better, 
Incanse then it slowly forces everyone to 

Ik open to all sorts of ideas Sometimes 
art fust has to break barriers.” 

Bry an Rue, a senior drama student at 
< arncgtc Mellon l agrees Rice is a 

founding member of Pittsburgh theatre 
I aUiratones, a student run theater cumpu 
ny whose agenda includes raising awareness 

of issues and discussing events. I "he 1 al». 
ratorKs recently produced Iltila I •>,/«< n, a 

play that explores po ipag-anda anti war. 

\udicnces may not always agree 
with what we re doing, but that's what 
It s all about,” Rice says 

lheater is magical It allows you to trail■ 
'send ism day w ays <g commumcuung” 


