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Just the opposite of the five-year
plan is the often self-created (not
found in a course catalog) threeyear
of less-thanfouryear plan. Many hyper
motivated students who come into col
lege with Advanced Placement credits
and want a head start in the job arena
find the warp-speed taste o' college
most definitely to their liking.

Nicki Johnson, 22, a "93 Duke U.
graduate In economics, entered col-
lege with 18 AP credits. Aftor realiz-
INg It wasn't 100 much extra work 10
graduste early, she decided to do it
and save money. “It would've been
nice to graduate with my good
friends, but it wouldn't have been
worth $20,000.*

Johnson's advisers were no help.
“They couldn’t understand why I'd
want to miss the fourth year of ‘the
Duke experience,'” she says. Now, in
retrospect — with a master's in
accounting from the U. of North Caroli-
na and a job with one of the Big Six
accounting firms — she says graduat-
Ing in three years gave her “a leg up
on the competition.”

himself and his parents the $17,142
per year tuition bill. But he feeis he
may be missing out by doing s0, “I'd
recommend four years — you get more
ot of college; you have more time to
hang out.*
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