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Give ’em credit 
Please. 

tmut some < olh gr stu 

it J11 ■- 1.1 ijrj.liulr m tmii 
B years i. 11lit getting 

politician i<> lease office after mic term 

I nt main students, what inn) in lu a 

short term experience hat turncii into a 

full lime career 

I he four tear degree n hemming a 

thing nt ihe past, something prefaced In 
your parents wistful stories o! “When 1 
»CIH to college loin stars don't allow 
you lo lake a lailge of course* or to dei nil 
confulenth on a ma)or, tome aigue Ilicn 
there's that dismal job market looming 
!« \orul the tun of mom-arid dad-sponsored 
campus life It s just too damn hard to lease 

\t the l of North ( afolina, the 
choice mas he a little easier It you’re up 
foi paying a |K-tccnt tuition surcharge 
to stas enrolled alter eight semesters and 
12N credit In nits, go ahead ( Uhcrwisc. get 
out in tour seats Still, many university 
officials around the count is refer to the 
five-year plan as a problem an *acadc 
lint epidemic 

“II students don't graduate in four 
scars, it's usually their oss n fault I hey 
don't talk to up|K(classmen or advisers 
I hey st ress around too much," sacs Kick 
Rolscrts. director of ( olorado ( ollcgt-s 
career ienter 

lu .uarrurrr, say most five sear students 
\ ness generation of learners seems to 

believe the rstra year is worth it. since it 
allows time to switch nutors. studs abroad 
and deal with financial and 
personal problems Sure, 
tin s tall s tetitn to name- 

calling from their four sear 

colleagues who .ill tl Siji Irek Plan I he 
Nrtri ending \ ofagr Hut for (he most |s»rt. 
these MijK-r settlors feel no hiimv 

I ill 11 Solomon, .i fifth tear wnmi .it 

the l of (.cnrgta, cats that her adtisers 
didn’t clearly explain her academic 
option* I ike nunc college nnu Men, 
she wasn t cure what cite wanted to tttafor 

Cum# LI SS*sr» ftiAtonf Opinion Pistf 

tn “Hmi feel all this pressure to decide a 

major [while] you’re trying to get to know 
yourselt." die says 

Solomon started out as a journalism 
mafor with a minor tn lood and nutrition 

I hree switches later after tier tiling 
against culinary school and med school 
die was land is, as of I o'clock this after 
noon) a dietetics and nutrition malar 

"XI! itn friends graduated last tear." 
Sokitimn sat* "'I thtiik dies sort of (lined me 

Mur rat Solomon. Julie dad and 
financial means of prolonging the college 
experience, cats he assumed lhat Ills 
daughter would graduate on tune until 
altoul two t eats into college 

“When her mother and I went to col 
lege H years ago,” he sats, “it was unusual 
to take more than four tears to graduate 
\\ e knew we were to complete our cduca 
non in tour tears Period, {But] drop/add 
was also unheard of in our dat 
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Taking the Scenic Route 
( .oing ti> t rum was worth staying an 

»tu teal ar ( olnrado < ollegc tor fifth 
HJt senior Km kimlter. 21. \c*ri\ all 
the credit* from hi* year-long studies in 

1 ranee transferred. Init none went toward 
hi* biology mj|or lie hail to return to 
( 1 dorado for another tear 

"I was mi k of school,1' lie sat*. I his 
was !in ruiisi tor a sear oft.” 

kitnlK-r has no regrets a I unit gradual 
mg in fisc tears "Had I (lushed through. I 
wouldn't hate had the time to rti)ot 
mysell I really should’ve taken a tear off 
after high school," he sat* ”1 wouldn't 
rrioimncnd graduating in titc years per ie, 
hut I'd rceoinitiend study ing abroad 

Su|« t seniors do cxjtericncc a degree 
of four tear centrism, kimher sats. in 

addition to facing relatives’ nagging ijues 
turns of, "Hell, arc you going to graduate 
this year initially, kitnhcr's parents 
"weren't real enthused” almut him taking 
another teat, but Ins mom sats the extra 

money sjieni was "part of kris' education 
ai process' and that she and her husband 
no longer hate am misgivings aix.ut it 

knnler't mom sat* that it's more diffi 
cult tor students to graduate on time from 

public universities than private schools 
l*ctatisc a chunk of public students’ time is 

gcncrallt set aside for a gib to pat tuition 

"Most people hate to worry' about where 
their next dollar is coming from. That's 
more true at publu schools than private. 
Idwral arts colleges ’* 

By golly, give this woman an academic 
analtsis degree' In fan, tn Minnesota, the 
graduation rates at SlU.dtMf-a year |uihln 
sc In m ils an percent lower than those at 

S-’0,000 a tear private schools. Mho sats 

that time isn't money ? 

Flying the Co-op 
Warren Williams, 21, is a *prc junior” 

m his tnuith yrji at Dread l in i’tuladrl 
phij. with line mure year in go \t Dread, 

'^5 percent «>f the students arc on the 
Co op cycle they spend half the 

year m cum end halt on internship 
\nd one mi ire year in hIh ml 

"It used to bother me when 
I'd go home and ha\c to espUm 
(co-op) to my friends They 'd 
think I was on a remedial 
plan, that couldn't tie further 
from the truth,” says 
H illutns. an accounting major 
who interns with the Federal 

J Deposit Insurance ( orp “I 
used to try to captain the to op 

program to everyone to justify 
graduating in fisc years I here's 

no need to justify it I pist don't see 

wrui the rush is. 

\\ illums jsLs the same question as 

uiiny five-year students "It you un 

ittord it. why not su\ Ul school' Hus is 

he l>est time ol your Idc «nu.n 

Roadrunner U. 
Meep! Meep! 

Just the opposite of the live year 
plan is the often self created (not 
found in a course catalog) threeyear 
or less than four year plan Many hyper 
motivated students who come into col 
(ege with Advanced Placement credits 
and want a head start in the job arena 

find the warpspeed taste o' college 
most definitely to their liking 

Ntcki Johnson, 22. a '93 Duke U 
graduate in economics, entered col 
lege with 18 AP credits After realiz 

mg it wasn't too much entra work to 

graduate early, she decided to do n 
and save money ‘It would've been 
nice to graduate with my good 
friends, but it wouldn't have been 
worth *20.000 

Johnson's advisers were no help. 
’They couldn't understand why I'd 
want to miss the fourth year of the 
Duke experience,” she says Now. m 

retrospect — with a master's in 

accounting from the 0 of North Carolt 
na and a job with one of the Big Si* 
accounting firms — she says gradual 
mg tn three years gave her ’a leg up 
on the competition.* 

Jeff ladwtg. a 20 year old sopho 
more at Colorado College, will grade 
ate ns*t year, after three years and 
two summer sessions, to save both 
him sett and his parents the *17.142 
per year tuition bill But he feels he 
may be missing out by doing so. 'I'd 
recommend four years — you get more 
out of college: you have more time to 
hangout 

Not an three-year students feet that 
way about prolonging the collage party 
scene. ’I have semontis,’ says Leslie 
Biiawsky, 20. who will graduate from 
the U of Delaware this May after only 
three years *1 love UD, but you ran 
onty do smoke filled, cheap beer hat 
parties for just so tong.* 

Hey. Leslie Speak for yourself 


