
When it comes to religion, students sure aren’t sheep 
M asing your religion Ippat ently 

m not Ilthough you eha turd us lot 
JL_<4 Octol 

question. “Do you believe in (lad'" tile 
meant Ta higher pott er Re,ills >. penent 
nf yini sai.l that you Jo InJ your response< 
reflected beliefs fanned nut by passive auep 
tame but through Usti: e learning, questioning 
ami unit idualizing 

So, independent of the poll. e derided to 

explore this trend of l>l) spirituality 'sure 

enough, students are finding their oxen person 
al no. v.e won't say Jesus ) u fill m the 
blank 

“Religion- What religion- All I sec 

now is commercialism,” sa\s a Boston 
( ollege funtor .uni spiritual evnu who 
asked us not to use his name 

"Mv family’s strict!) Roman ( atholu 
1 he) .1 cruelh me il they heard me say 

that 
I'h 
"Pun most definitely intended.” 
Drugstore Santas notwithstanding, it 

makes sense that mans college students 
arc religious skeptics It's hard to believe 
in \ilam ami I s c when vs e re being pre 
sentrd with reasonahls conclusive proof 
that our ancestors dragged their knuckles 
through tase hie Still, some students ha\r 
managed to maintain their faith 

“Judaism is still a real!) important part 
of my life vass Shan Bock, a State l of 
S.c» fork, Stonvhrook. senior “It am 

thing, I’m iloser to it It’s helped me get 
through a lot of rough times 

t >thers argue that religion shouldn’t lie 
uscil as a crutch "if there's a (did up 
there, he must get pretts su k of people 
using him it’s the ultimate fair weather 
friendship.” says a L of Pennsylvania 
sophomore who knows (dad will forgive 
him for not rescaling his name 

"G*» your own damn sandwich!' 
Some students have modified their 

original religious ideas Islamic beliefs 
dominated the Kuwaiti upbringing of 
\adya Stum, a I ufts l senior 

"Religion was a central part of ms life,” 
she sass, "and 1 was pretty much taught 
not to question it.” 

Slum's decision to attend an American 
university posed a problem tor her tradi 
nonal father 1 o a degree, his tears were 

realized, her outlook has changed since 
she left kuw ait 

\t Puffs, she confronted her resersa 

lions and found that most of her problems 
with Islam are gender fused "It's a patn 
arehal religion I’m a modern female, and 
1 m a Muslim a walking contradiction 

"When I went to Lebanon this past 
summer, I argued with ms family oscr 

things I would'vr accepted without ques 
tion a tew years ago One das a male 

By Jessica Ru/.z, Tufts Daily, Tufts U. 

cousin loKI his sister to get him a sand 
such I he girl complied without question 
i' Stum’s ijss dropped "He tried that 
wuh me 1 told him, ’(>ct sour own damn 
sandwich" I Ic didn’t ask again 

Islam isn’t the onls religion to tall 
under tire lor “sexual discrimination" 
most commonly practiced taiths confer 
more (sower upon males 

“Judaism, (Christianity, Islam, sou 

name it I haven’t found one that works 
tor me set." sass a self-proclaimed ultra 
feminist l ot Michigan sophomore 
w ho also doesn’t vs ant her friends ami 
family to know that she’s rcligtousls 
challenged. 

Slum poults out, though, that applsmg 
Western values to Islam is like judging a 

(iratetul Dead concert lay standards you’d 
usiulls use lor Pavarotti 

“I’ve tried to (ink and choose which 
parts ot cash culture I follow and come to 

terms with it that was Vou have to redan 

file the contradiction, or sou’ll go 
insane." 

“M you re Into religion, you r* Into 

ptiysfc*." 
I utts freshman Josh l esitt was 

inspired to consider religions other than 
Judaism !>s a friend named Kuhv. whom 
he met in junior high 

“Ruby's loeen practicing Snhlha Yoga 
since she was l> Her mom was into it, so 

she grew up with it Ruby's practices, 
which include meditation and a special 
hocus on nature, kick started Levitt's own 

religious explorations and research 
fod.iv, l evin’s set of conviction* reads 

like a “choose sour own adsenture" novel 
He sulosvrdocs primarily to the values and 
ideas sci torth m Pastern religions, cs|k 
cully those that center on nature 

“Religion was created lay man to 

explain natural phenomena 
Nearly c*cr\ major religion 
hi* flood slorv, jn»I jll the 
Hood* seem ID (ike (dice 
round the varnc (line < otnci 

dcncc? I think not 

Levin iwnls I ioisui partic- 
ularly appealing, l>e< juse 11 

inn* to resohe the mechanic* 
ot why the world work* the » n 

It doc* 
11 you re into reli- 

gion, you're into 

physics. 
Jutlco (Christian tra 

ilition Ijtks one practice 
covered by many E-ast- 
ern religions medtta 
non \ cross-country 

runner, I cult Uncovered long ago that 
meditating helps him concentrate during 
a race 

"It doesn't fuse io mean sitting in the 
lotus position, palms up, chanting 'oou 
utnmm, oouuttiinm Sometimes I mrdi 
talc |ust In staring at the tlasp on the 
necklace ot the guv in front of me." 

‘H’l hard to relate to the Bible when 

you llvo in L.A." 
“Well, Sodom and (lomorrah t umc 

pretts close amends I t 1 \ senior 

Patrick Shillett “Me. I'm probably 
pagan, or a druid ot sorts » Hficiallv, he's 
an unconlirmed Roman < athohe 

"I don’t want to offend hard tore 
( hristians although it s fun to vsatih 
their reactions when 1 tell them I’m a 

druid hut 1 |ust Ixdirsc a little more in 

the Ranges us of nature than the mtallihili 
t\ of human germs 

Shiflett’s philosophy is fairly straight 
forward "People can’t be right or strong 
m their Indicts just a little funny look 
mg during religious fervor 

It anything has desensitized him to 

organized religion, it s has mg it forced on 

him by those who don it as a garment ot 
self righteousness Southern ( ahtormans, 
hr says, tall into two religious classes 

"Some (use resigned themselves to the 
fact that they’ll probably burn in hell and 
arc applying eternal sun block, Spl ')') 

million, even as vs c speak I hose ssho 
haven't fust listen to religious music in 

their spare time and try to convert the 
general |x>pulacc 

In God we tru*t? 
Instead til reiving mi teachers and 

l»ooks fur religious instruction, some Mu 

dent* ium follow their instincts aUnit what 
mintt ihcm 

"Once 1 hid religious e xperience at 

tjr iju," Shillett mit "I Matched the 
tars, heard ihc nmwt and gut all choked 
up ami Marled crying 1 hat sounds kintl of 
Mcirtl. hut I can't ilrm that 1 felt some 

higher presence 
\ntl m hat nt this "(11111" thing Do 

runners like I (Iitt (VC! a pj >t a I to(tt>tl 
or gthis to make their tret tli ■ 

“Well, I wouldn't net essardi want to 

go on the rctortl and say that I don't 
hrlicse in (ioil, I rim tats "It's not 

quite that simple- I cl's just say that I do 
believe in miselt. and right now, that's 
enough.” 

Some folks lielien- in a higher |xtwrr 
even if they’re hesitant to gne it a 

name 

I here’s something out there,” Hock 
sals “l don’t know if it's (mhI, or talc, tit 

what, hut 1 belies e there's something 
stronger than we ate 

Shlflclt suggests that (toil's a "gooti 
dude,” although “gcndcrless probahli 
aUnr all that male female sloppiness Hut 
I don't think (tod has anything to do with 
suffering People do.” 

I hr college sears (end to mark the 
death ot blind faith in everything from 
parrntal wisdom to governmental itollcy, 
ami religion is certainly no escrption Hut 
simultaneously, these sears tan signal a 

rebirth a reconciliation ot faith with its 

contradictions to form a hybrid spiritual! 
ts that's all our ow n 


