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The 15th seeded Rider Broncos nearly upset No. 2 
U of Connecticut in last year's tournament 

exert one needs to h ue it least once Miller savs I he 
alumni anti people around earn putt are ->1111 talking 
a Ik tut out trip It was more than I ever imagtnetl 

1 he toughest task in the entire toumarnent hot tear 

Itclonged to the l.tlvertv I aglrs I iliertv, a school ol 
approximately ^»,tKK) students. wav sent to Man land to 

plav the No I team in the eoumn, North ( aroltna 
I he 1 iliertv squad. like several other teams whose 

fates are sealed by the N( \\ tournament selection. sat 

together and vvatehed as the names were listed and 
hrat kets were set 

1 hev showed 1 iliertv under North ( aroltna ami 
everyone cheered ! was like. ‘What's evrrvlmdv so 

happy about' I aglc forward lason Dtvon saw “lint 
then I derided, tf you're going to plav someone, thev 
might as well he the Inst 

"It's a great feeling, being in the lug show lt‘s 
something you ealt't desertin' in words 1 lu re s a tinglv 
feeling alwHit it, and uni can’t sleep at night." 

I iliertv tnaele if to the tournament In winning the 
Big South t ontcreruc championship Right after (hev 
won dial, odd things started hapjvemng, Dixon savs 

Student support started eoirung iiolli all angles 
“People who I didn't even think watched luskethal! 

were wishing us luck and congratulating us I hat made 
us feel special," Dixon savs 

Dixon, who hail four points in the Faglcs’ 71-51 
loss to the I ar 11 eels, s.i\s lieing in Marx land with leg 
erularv teams like North ( arolma, Indiana anti I cm 

pic made him feel like he was al a whole new level of 
basketball 

He savs his srhool and program lumped to another 
lev el. too 

\t ( etttral Florida, the men's basketball team stir 

prised everyone when it earned its first trip to the 
N( \ \ grand finale in l‘Wl 

Mthough the ( loldrn Knights were ousted hv the 
top seeded Purdue Boilermakers US ft" in the first 
round, the trip has had a lasting effect on the school 

"It ,tii nuhUfitlui^ t\jn fuim f« tf otic 1311 am 

oft Hhl mt umvcmt) >• i. kttk 
*" Irte got ill kunk of mw 

* 

I <»r a smjU Nt h*ml hi,* ( c“t>fr_»i I {*«» *«{ *, >»ih trip 
is mwliuhic for remitting 

Sjx’fjvi savs gt w*l athletes like the 
Hie* of ( DlMIMt' to ()f|in<iu !«t go !<> 

school, hut since the (»olilt'll knights 

m i!i\ talented pjj\eo. halt hied iu r, 

from attending l his \ ear, that imi t 

hapjKrmivg 
Mam navsavers behevt that the 

champions of these small nmlcfoms 
shouldn't even Ik- m the tournament, 
because thev a re » i truly 4 tut mg the 
top M trams m the nation 

1 hose pessimists think that the 
seventh or eighth-plate teams m a 

"power" conference like the Big 1 en 

ot Vilantu ( o.isi ( outt u rn e should 
get the spots currentlv "wasted" on 

these smaller st hoots. 
I o those who agree with this phi 

losophv, sa\ hello to Knler ami Mur 
r.n Sun 

I fie I Mh-scedcd Rider Broncos 
m a d e the short trip fro m 

l avv rentes 1 He. \ I to l mom I ale, 
\ \ last season to !ue < onneifi 

cut m the fust round of the \( \ \ 
tournament 

I n>m the jst ( ij.ist ( (inlcffiui, 
the Hrontn* (»h» hail also made it to 

the tournament the scar before) tame 

dangerously close to knocking of) the 
high ranked Huskies I hes sas thrv 
rightfully belonged in the held ot M 
and that these smaller teams should 
mu I*- taken hghtls 

"It «as like a dream mine true to 

|ilas on national I \ and play well," 
Rider guard Ifcoii Haines vus I no 

years before, I s* as stair, hing these 
gus-s on t \ and I was os ersthelmed 
\oss I m playing against them ami 
holding my own It s cwittne 

I he near as in In Ruler asould 
hast tied the biggest upset m tour- 

nament history On tsso occasion*, a 

No | s seed has heaten a No 2 seed 
in the first round In JM‘H, Santa 
( l ira knocked oil Arizona and in 

1*40|, Richmond heat the alnughts 
Svraiusc (frangrmcn 

Iscr Milec the N( Vk tournament 

went to 64 teams m l ‘J S t No 16 
seeii has never beaten a No 1 seed 
Hut it almost happened on one fateful 
das in IW) 

It as as the battle of tha MSI s as top 
seeded Michigan Stale matched up 
against 16th sc cited Murras Statr from 
Murray, ka Murray State had a rvputa 
turn tor u|isctting the big boss ks a No 
14 seed, the team had beaten North 
( aioliru State the sear before and had 
made the tournament out of the t >hto 
Valley < (inference in fisc out of sn 

years in the late HIK and carls '*K 
It ssas a mismatch on paper, hut 

heart r an carry a team a long saas. 

"hven today people seems Murras 
State ssscatshirt am! tell me thes 
miiciiilicr us almost healing Michigan 
State." sas s Start Sisills. sa ho asjs a 

freshman on that Murras State team 

* )m thing (h it «i hut (jinny tor u% «.1 

■ OiMii. SivitK MV' I hen »ii. tU.m | s fMtit jj 
there, ,m>l gum il the) weren't .ill hu rmy lot 

"Ut went m with the tumult t!ut », emthl 

■> the 

to 

tom 

l7/ V a {rreut 

feeling, being 
in the big 
shall'. It's 

something yon 

can V describe 
in words. 
There's u 

ting/y feeling 
about it, and 

you can 7 sleep 
at night." 
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|KrU’ till Ifurs*, gms 
It took ukint- l.i-.t minute hi rim>, 

Imt Mil hiw.it! Nt.it'. ilnt pfi'i.isl hi 
lour in overtime lion tjoc-s it 

frri »hen the mi.-called tUHiitutti n in 

U rottMti am thing hut 
\ the irartu Hint nil. Hi 

wt tcti’t thinking I n 16. m Here 

think my nriii.il,' u\i M:. hi can 

Still he ail nit h hill llea'htotc 
We ili*l mu pin inspired Basket 

lull, and they should never have 
Ikco veil lei I 16th 

Sntlh saw even to this il,iv. when 
he M-rv hmviel Mulligan State Sjv.tr 
tan Steir Smith, whom he jdaved 
JKtmvt in the NBA and on the 
Dream I earn, he thinks Baik to the 
ilav when his college team alnuivt 
shocked the world 

> htitll our program anil mir 

tradition frttm plating tn the timrn.t 

incut, Sivills says "It don't matter if 

ynu'ti Murrut State, a Michigan 
State a ki tituekv m whatever Sun 
ran heat any given team on am 

given tlav 
\ growing number of small 

timfcrcm e si hoots share that phi 
luvophv ami are gaining the conli 
ilenee nm |uvt to make it to the 
tournament hut to viai a few 
giants as well 
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Liberty got the toughest first round assignment In the tournament 
vs. No. 1 North Carolina and Eric Montross. 


