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Ducks take to the road for pair of meets 
Trevor Kearney 
Ontgan 0**r f ‘mmiu 

The Oregon wrestling team 
meets t2th-rnnked Oklahoma in 
Norman. Okl on Friday before 
traveling to California to meet 
Stanford cm Sunday. 

Returning to Fugene with two 
w ins could get the Ducks hac k 
into the top 25. and would defi- 
nitely help erase some painful 
memories of the 351 loss to 
Wise onsin earlier in the season 

"It's a chant« for u* to get our 

national ranking back.” said 
coach Ron Finley “If we can 

knew k them off. we can get some 

res pee t back 

Canning off an impressive vic 

tory over Portland State last 
wis-k, tin? Du< ks look to improve 
on their 1-7 series record against 

Oklahoma The Ian! time the 
Due k* treat the Sooner* was by « 

M art! of 22- Ifi in 1980 
Hut the Ducks could I*’ with- 

out 158-pound Peter Stayner. 
who is suffering from a batk 
injury and. according to Finley, 
ts very doubtful for weekend 
ni lion One e again, the Ducks' 
lower weight classes will set the 
tone for the meet, as Oregon 
mainstays Kevin Robert* (! 18) 
and feremv Ensrud (12ft) will 
play pivotal rules 

We really need to win the 
first five weights." Finley said, 
adding that his team has a good 
shot at winning if the lower 
weights are sui Oessful 

"If we do a good job there, 
we've got n real good shot." he 
said 

t he Sooner*, 4 t-2 overall and 

2-2 in the hig Fight Conferem e. 

have five wren tier* on their run 

ter that have 20 or more wins 

and placed seven champions in 
the Oklahoma Open wrestling 
tournament The biggest threat 
the Sooner* throw at the Duck* 
is 177-pound Quinray ('.lark, 
who is 241 and has sit pins this 
season 

In oarlv January. Oklahoma 
lost IB-13 to Fresno StMte, a 

team that the Ducks lost to by a 

similar s< ore of 21-15. The two 
teams have another common 

opponent In Cal Poly San Luis 
Obispo, who the Sooner* beat 
2114 and the Dot ks treat 20-17 
The two opponents suggest that 
the teams match up fairly close- 
ly. 

"I look for it to he a lose 
meet.” Finiev said “They are 

always tough at homo." 
The I)u< ks then travel to Stan- 

ford. where they lead the series 
21-1 The Cardinal, 2-2 in dual 
moots this year, lost to Cal f’olv 
14-7 earlier in the season, and 
placed 23rd in the Las Vegas 
Invitational, where the Ducks 
took 10th, While the Cardinal 
took seventh at the Oregon ('.las- 
so on Dec. 29. the Ducks cap- 
tured second. 

But despite the the Cardinal's 
past performance, the team does 
throw out several individual 
wrestlers — especially in the 
middle weights that could 
give the Ducks some trouble. 

"They are pretty tough in the 
middle weights." Finley said, 
adding that Stanford is at full 
strength for the first time this 
year. 
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Messier gets 
new contract 
from Rangers 

NIAV YORK (AC) Mirk 
Mossier has agreed to a new t on- 

trn< t with tin* Rangers that will 
make him second to Wayne 
Gret/.ky on the NHL salary scale 
this season and likely keep him 
in New York for the rest of his 
career. 

The player who led the 
Rangers to the Stanley Cup 
championship last year signed a 

two-year deal, plus a club option 
for the 1906-97 season Financial 
terms were not disclosed Thurs- 
day. hut it is believed Messier 
got close to the $6 million he 
sought. 

"I couldn't be happier,” said 
Messier, whose eyes brimmed 
with tears at a news conference. 

Rangers general manager Neil 
Smith said, "The contract puts 
him in the NHL hierarchy, 
which he deserves." 

Gretzky is being paid SB.366 
million this year by the Los 
Angeles kings, with the contract 

prorated because of the owners' 
lockout. A $6 million salary 
would move Messier past New 
Jersey's Scott Stevens, who is 
making Sf> B million this season. 
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After a rousing rendition of the national 
anthem, Oregon took control in the first half 
btthind throe Darryl Parker l-pointors and 
went ahead 35-22 with seven minutes left 
in the half. 

But quit k shots on offense and poor low- 
post defense resulted in a 14-0 run by Arc 
ronn in the following two minutes Both 
teams esi hanged scoring spurts and ended 
the half dead lot ked at 49-40 

('he Wildcats used a 19-5 run early in the 
second half and bruised its wav to a 70-59 
lead with JO minutes to p|a\ — using only 

one basket beyond the paint After that run. 
the closest Oregon was able to get to Arizona 
was 'H-85 with l '>5 left in the game follow 
ing five straight baskets beyond the an 

“(Arizona) just came out in the second half 
and executed better than we did," Oregon for- 
ward Henry Madden said after leading the 
l)ui k\ with It) rebounds AVe didn't Ixis out 
like Oregon players are capable of and every 
time a shot went up. their ing guys were able 
to grab the rebound 

“They wanted it more and were more 

aggressive than we were towards the end of 
the game." 

Arizona's tonai mus defense was able to dis 
rupt many facets of the Oregon attack, as the 

Dui ks win* only lo hit :t7 [Htnent of their 
shots and weren't able to free Orlando 
Williams up for his jump shot 

Oregon forward Jeff Potter and Lawrence 
led the Ducks offensiveh with 15 points 
apiece. while Williams was able to pump in 
14 points — most coming after Arizona had 
secured the victory. 

Point guard Kenya Wilkins found time to 
dish out to assists, with only two turnovers, 
to go along with his 12 points Wilkins also 
did all he could in defending the All-Amer- 
ican candidate from Arizona 

“(Stoudanure) was hitting from out deep," 
Wilkins said with a bruised ego "It was |ust 
rough out there 
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