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Student leaders question group’s actions 
Frtederich won Carp 
Outgo/*t: reman) 

Sludtni loader* spoke out 

against OSPIRC after a group 
organizer refused to admit 
rejmrters to a meeting with a stu- 
dent senator 

Matt Rabin, lead < ainpot orga 
Hirer (or the Oregon Student Pub- 
fit Interest Rnaeart h Croup. eg* t 

«d Iwn rojKirlers representing the 
Oregon Daily Emerald and the 
Oregon Commentator from a 

meeting In the group's offh.e 
Wednesday afternoon 

OSPIRC had arranged the 
meeting with Student Senator 
Sarah Keeoh, who invited the 
reporters to attend hiss h sits on 

the ASUO Programs Finance 
Committee, which will hear 
OSPIRC s budget request on 

Mart h 2 
"We're here to <lisi uss matters 

of funding that don't < tintxtro (the 
press].'' said Knlpana Krishna 
tnurthy. OSPIRC Stale Hoard 
( hair "This was supposed to la? 
a meeting between Sarah and us 

All we I,liked about w ,ix what 
OSPIRC does on mnpus That 
should Ih' puhlii information," 
said Keei.h. who met with ms 

OSPIRC representatives fur 
almost an hour "What are they 
trying to keep a secret what 
they're doing? If you want to get 
your activities out to people, tell 
the press 

ASUO Vue President Mark 
Rhinard ritu i/e<i OSPIRC for 
Iwnning the media from Wwines 
day s meeting "Any sortofdis 
cession. whether it he on their 
activities nr on the funding 
pro< ess, should be open to any- 
body lie said 

Bill Washburn who sits on the 
University's student faculty Fnvi- 
ronmentnl Issues Committee. ills 
i usseil the incident with Ke>-■ h 

"Their overall ideals may he 
()h, but the w.tv that they're oper- 
ating is what's contentious here.’’ 
Washburn said. "I don't see that 
OSPIRC is really putting their 
energies into hands-on campus 
work If we're paying them so 

IIUli h vse should mn- them more 

It seems like everv ampaign 
they're involved with is done 
through some other organize 
lion." 

Afterwards. Krishnamurthy 
said the meeting had fieen "real- 
ly helpful ike«M h| gave us some 

good pointer* on how to improve 
our student outreach.' No 
t)SPIR(» representative was av ail- 
able for further comment. 
Making at usations 

Kias h. w ho hopes to reduce or 

eliminate the OSPIRC's Use of 
incidental lees. claimed that the 
group members mislead her as to 
the extent of OSPIRC* on-cam- 

pus activity. 
"They're trying to pull the 

wool over our eyes I’ve person 
ally never Mm most of the things 
they said For being the third- 
highest student fee-receiving 

.• !>(.. BKaSSXWm 
Herbie end Jules of O S P I R G distribute flyers Inviting people to a 

meeting about toxins 

group, they aren't visible 
enough Among ASUQ pro- 
grams. OSPIRG r*H eives more 

than all but two groups, the 
ASt!() Fxtx utive ofTtt m and child 
I 41V 

"1 think they're more closely 
aligned with the state P1RG than 
they claimed to he They said 
they're not affiliated at all." 
Kew h said in reference to the 
Oregon State Public Interest 

Group, which broke away from 
the original student group for tax 

purposes The student group, 
which shares ils Portland head- 
quarters with the state organiza- 
tion, employs kev stnte-PIRG 
employees as consultants 

Rabin has said that the bulk of 
OSPIRG *$137,775 allor ation is 
sent to the group's Portland head- 
quarters He said that the four 
campus chapters gain efficien- 
cy m purchasing equipment and 
services by pooling funds, 

"1 asked how much money 
comes bin k to the campus, and 
they had no exact number." 
kiHx.h said "All they said is they 
get 'more hang for the but k,' 
which doesn't make any sense to 
m«,“ 

Student Senate President pro 
tempore Martin Fisher, who rep- 

resent* the Jaw u bool, called 
OSPIRG "a sham thai gets way 
too much money He offered a 

possible solution to beech's 
objtK lions. 

"OSPIRG aends a large portion 
of its budget — betwiHin f»0 and 
90 penont — up to Portland. 
They claim that this money 
comes back to campus in the 
form of professional assistance 
II that's the case, then OSPIRG 
has to lie claiming that it's receiv- 
ing the services of someone 

equivalent to paying them 
Sou.000 to S 100,000 |*t year The 
kind of serve es that are being 
rendered here are not the kind of 
serve es the market charges 
$100,000 a year for They should 
hire these people as independent 
contractors, and pay them just for 
services rendered here 

"I asked them how many .ictive 
members they have." beech said, 
"and they said they exjMs t about 
100-150 people at the general 
interest meeting They made it 
sound like a staff meeting." 

Rabin characterized the gener- 
al interest meeting, which was 

held Monday night, as "a time to 
do some recruiting.” Ho said 

that many at the meeting were 

students who are not members 

OSPIRG to 
work on Earth 
Day image 
Taaha Eichenseher 
Or&Qon D&*ty £m&tgtkS 

The Oregon Student Public 
Interest Research Group dis- 
cussed prop* ts it is working on 

this term at a general interest 
meeting Wednesday night. 

OSPIRGs lead campaign is 

"Ins' the Planet." which revolves 
around Karth Day issues April 
22 honors the 25th anniversary 
of Karth Day According to 
Rachel Hewitt, n member of 
OSPIRG. the observance has 
be< ome a corporate-controlled 
celebration 

"We’re going to bring it back to 
the way it was and have a grass- 
roots Karth Day." Hewitt said. 

OSPIRG will continue to work 
on helping the homeless, sup- 
porting the endangered species 
act. promoting ns vcling. and pro 
listing ancient forvsts The group 
will include nil of these in its 
environmental education project, 
where students teach in elemen- 
tary and middle school class- 
rooms. 

During April the student orga- 
nization will participate in a 

national hunger cleanup. This is 
the largest student service day in 
the country, said Kalpana Krish- 
namurthv, chairwoman of the 
OSPIRG state board 

OSPIRG members will work 
with groups suc h as Whitebird 
Glinic and Eugene Emergency 
Housing during this event, as 

well as getting students to vol- 
unteer at soup kitchen and orga- 
nize clothing and food drives 

Rei vcling efforts this term 
will include tr\ ing to convince 
the University to use more recy- 
cled paper OSPIRG will foe.us 
on educating the University 
about paper companies that are 

logging am iont and old growth 
forests, ai cording to OSPIRG’-. 
ancient forests project coordina- 
tor. 

More than 100 students came 
to the meeting They dec idecl 
w lie Il uf the si \ issues that 
OSPIRG presented interested 
them and then met with that 
particular issue’s coordinator. 
Responsibilities wore delegated 
to students and dates were set 
for further meetings 

The issues to lie worked on this 
year were dec ided by OSPIRG 
members at the end of last year 

OSPIRG educates students 
about environmental and 
human interest issues, and edu 
cates them on how to affect pub 
lie policy and make a change, 
said Kalpana Krishnamurthy 

We are giving people a set of 
skills to express their views with 
later." she said. 
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