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City Council will outlaw a

Ben Moebius

Crapony Dasty Froes sl

Aggressive panhandling will be out-
lawed in about 30 days due to an ordi-
nance approved by the City Council in a
work session yesterday

The ordinance was drafted in response
to complaints from business owners and
citizens who said they were being intim
idated by the aggressive tactics of some
panhandlers

Councilor Barbara Keller stressed that
the law would not, not infringe upon any
one's free speech rights. “We are not talk
ing about stopping panhandling here,” she
said

According to city attorney Bill Gary
the ordinance goes one step bevond the
curren! harossment law. The current law

in only be used when a person is actu-
ally assaulted or touched in some way,
he said

I'he now ordinance will make altempts
to block passage or cause physical harm
offenses also, even if no actual contact is
maode

The ordinance was passed with some
changes to the wording that S e ifically
excluded “lawful protesting activity and
picketing activity. ™

Councilors in the work session, and cit
izens in a public hearing Monday, asked
how the ordinance will be implemented
and how the public will learn of it

“This raises questions of how 1o inform
those who are involved in these kind of
activities,” said Councilor Kevin Horn
buckle

Sgt. Tim McCarthy. of the Eugene |hi1h
lic safety department, said he will devel
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Wr are not talking about
stopping panhandling
here

— Barbara Keller
City Councilor
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op written guidelines on how the ordi-
nance will be implemented and will orga-
nize methods of informing the public about
it during the 30 days belore the ordinance
s implemented

“The first thing is to draft a policy and
ta.talk 1o the officers covering the most-
affected areas,” McCarthy said. East 13th
Avenue near CAIMPUS 15 X px ted to be one
of the arvas that will be heavily impacted

The council also voted to submit a pro
posal to the public on opening Willamette
Street through the downtown mall

The proposal was tentatively chosen
to go 1o the voters in the May 16 election
Many council members were worried that
a complete proposal would take more time

“This is too complicated of a motion,”
Keller said, “wspecially for a May election.”

A subcommittee was charged with cre

“ating a design for reopening the street

based mostly on concepts from the open-
ing of Olive Street. The estimated cost of
the project is $1.3 million.

The Urban Renewal fund, which is used
to rebuild downtown areas, will pay for
an estimated $400,000 of the project. The
other $900,000 is expected to come from
the city road fund

ggressive panhandling

Panhandlers disapprove

Suzanne Marta
Cregon Dady Frerax)

The new aggressive panhandling ordi
nance passed by the Eugene City Coun-
cil  Wednesday
made many pan-
handlers upst

“I think it's just
another ordinance
to protect the stu-
pid yuppies in
town,” said Ander
an 1B-year-old
who has been [iv-
ing on the streels
for 'wo yoars

‘Some people  OBLIVICN
don’t know how to
ask for money except aggressively,” he
said. "Now those people will have to
steal stuff or mug people to get mon-
ev. It's just another way for the com-
munity to ignore the problem.”

He said the term “aggressive” was
vague and could be interpreted in dif-
ferent ways

“Some people consider my walking
up to them and asking for money aggres-
sive, but | don't think it is,” Ander said
“It makes me feel like they're going to
outlaw panhandling period.”

He said many panhandlers do not
have any alternatives

“I'm here not by choice, but by cir-
cumstance,” he said. “Someone stole

my 1D so | can’t even get a joh.”

“Tom" and “Tiny"” were panhandling
outside of Guido’s on Alder Street and
13th Avenue

“Hey buddy, I'm a penny short of a
million, could you spare some change,”
Tiny called out to some passershy

One man stopped, dropped some
coins into the paper cup, wished Tiny
good luck and went on his way

"1 don’t aggressively panhandle, I try
to make people laugh.” said Tiny, 44,
who has lived on the street since he was
13 vears old

Although their panhandling is gen-
erally non-aggressive, Tom and Tiny
were upset about the ordinance’s pas-
sage

“It’s just another way to harass home-
less people,” Tiny said

Bothi men said they were concerned
about the implementation of the ordi-
nance

“You try to stay away from cops and
then they hunt vou down.” Tom said
“They could apply the ordinance to
everyone |[who panhandles].”

Bob Lee, owner of Face the Music and
an active supporter of the ordinance,
said it was a positive step for the city

“It doesn’t curtail anvbody's freedom
to ask for money,” Lee said. "It just
ensures that if | choose not to respond
to that request, the interaction should
be over.”
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