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Mara Stine

For the Orppon Dady £ ireraid

Alfred Smith, a Klamath Native Amer
ican, told a group of about 75 people Tues
day night that cultural misunderstandings
caused him to be fired from his job as a
drug counselor after he used peyote in a
religious ceremony

Smith told the audience of The Pevote
Hoad. a documentary about the plant with
halluginogenic properties that is used in
the religious coremonies of some Native
Amuerican tribes

Smith also discussed his Supreme Court
hattle to legalizo the use of peyote for spir-
itual purposes. The film was shown by the
Monitor, the University law school’s Civ-
il Rights Group and by the Native Amer
ican Law Association Tuesday night

In 10984, Smith was invited to a Native
American Church meeting that would
include the use of peyote. Smith, who is
not a member of the church, was told by
his l'ITIlIlfl\t'r‘_ not 1o ingest pevole, w hich
they consider a drug. At the time Smith
was emploved as a drug rehabilitation
llllll'l\"l”ll

Smith, who was 'nlr-' and drug-free for
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Smith discusses battle to |

18 years, also consid
erod peyole a :'!.'\n{
before he used it

i X P ted to
get loaded, high or
turned on,” he said
“It wasnt what 1
thought it was.'

Payot

spineless chctus
found along the Rio
Grande River and in
the

SMITH

soulhwest
United States. The Native American
Church considers ]n‘\u‘i‘ to be the heart
of the Creator, much as wine is consid
ered to be the blood of Christ by
Christians. Offerings are made befors the
plant is cutl and ingested while a sacred
fire is burned

"It's used 1o get into harmony with the
Earth, not to get high.” Smith said

When Smith returned to work after
attending the meeting, he was asked if he
took what they called a drug. He said, “No,
but 1 did take the sacred sacrament.” and
was fired. Because peyote is part of a reli

gious ceremony, Smith equates being pro

hibited from using it to being prohibited

from going to church
How can you say who can go to church
ind who can’t or that [ can go to vour
church but I can’t go to mine?” he asked
The case II'- mrtment of Human
Rosources of Oregon v. Smith, went to
the Supreme Court, but Smith said he
L

was discouraged from pursuing the issue

by Native Americans as well as lawvers
Smith was viewed as a troublemaker
who was putting the religious rights of
Native Americans in jeopardy. Religious
froedom is especially cherished by mem
bers of the Native American Church
because in the past all tribal religions
were banned

In 1965 peyvote was added to the list
of controlled substances and in 1967
l'exas made the possession of peyote
agains! the law and required dealers to be
hcensed. This made getting peyote diffi
cult because many peyote gardens are in
[oxas

Although Smith was encouraged to
withdraw his Supreme Court case, after
many sloepless nights he decided to keop
fighting

egalize peyote use

I thought that one of these days my
kids are going 1o grow up and SOMeOne’'s
going to say to them, 'ls your dad Al
Smith? Isn"t he that guv who sold out on
the peyote case way back then?” Smith
said. "1 wanted my kids to be proud of me
It was a fight and 1 didn’t do anything
wrong, so let's go for it

The supreme Court rulod against Smith
but agreed that individual states could
decide whether 1o legalize the use of pey
ote. Since the ruling. Congress has passed
the Religious Freedom Restoration Act,
which generally protects religious free
dom, ace ording to Garrett !_p;--. assistant
professor of law at the University

Also passed were the Religious Freedom
Amendments to the American Indian Civ
il Rights Act, which protect the possession
and ceremonial use of peyote by Native
Americans who are membeors of peyole
using churches. However, not all members
of peyote-using churches are Native Amer
icans

“The war on drugs has come down very
hard on people,” Epps said. “The more |
study this case the more I'm convinced it's
a landmark case

Martin Luther King Awards presented to classified employees

AmyCo!umbo The applicants were judged on gon Bach Festival. She has ady achieve heor goals, and as very cates for students who have expe
o Dty Emevald five criteria: adhering to the prin cated multicultural pe .fu: supportive of graduate students rienced racial harassment
Fhree University classified ciples of non-violence promaot mances, hiring performers from She is described as one who She is also the chairwoman of

employees received Martin ing cultural diversity and racial American, Middle Eastern refuses to accept bigotry, racism the Leshian, Gav and Bisexual

Luther King Awards during a justice; welcoming prople of col African-American and Native or discrimination. She has been Standing Committee and the trea-

ceromony Wednesday in their or and people from various eth Amenican cultures, She has been with the University since 1968 surer of the local chapter of the

honor nic backgrounds into the work \," the University since 1981 McDonald works as the opera- National Association for the
Nancy Blake, Toby Desmer and place: working to reduce racial Deemer serves as the assistant tions coordinator for the Office Advancement of Colored People

K. McDonald were chosen by and social tensions; and "I”""" to the Deas ifan Academic Affairs of Public Safety. She is active in The three employees wers cho-

a University committee for their 1 caring, example of s ideals e Graduate School. She is the University's Race Task Force sen from a pool of seven indi

service to the University campus Blake works as the office and -‘.-‘-,'r-'---: by her co-workers as which is a group of students, staff viduals nominated by fellow

and the community valunteer coordinator of the Ore being able to win support and ind faculty who serve as advo employees at the end of last vear

We want to extend our deepest
sympathies to our fellow students
whose families have suffered due to
the horrible earthquake in Japan. b & padars

because of this devastati

Sincerely,

The volunteers, coordinators o Ata s
and S‘aff Of ESCAPE degree from Syracuse University
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Good thru January
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Well-known

ing event. rore

The free

sity Outdoor Program, will begin

at 730 in the EMU Ben Linder

}\.- MO

Shook, 53, earned his forestry

h

and h

sarvice and private corpora
tions. Over the last 10 vears, he

has served as an advocate for

lorester and

Our thoughts and condolences go sctivist George Shook will speak
out to those who have suffered

tonight about an old-growth tim

ber sale in the Siskivou National

I6cture and slide

show, sponsored by the Univer

as worked for the Forest The

threats™ to the region

Outdoor Program |

about the sale of a 1:]:1' of old

growth timber
Sugarloafl Sale
River-Medford area

Sugarloal Sale

sell after Presidem

san said Shook's lecture
hiking trip of what a typical
backpacking trip in the Siskiy
ous I1s like (Shook) takes You
along the trail and shows you
what's there as well as different

mental Coordinator Jon
mond contacted the Sisl

Education Project after reading

L.l.‘ll\\ll as
in the Rogue

is sur
rounded by controversy because
the B60-acre plot was the first 1o
Clinton

Sale of old-growth sparks controversy;
activist to present Sugarloaf slide show

15 A Imany see it as an environmental
and public relations blunder for
Clinton

How did the Sugarloaf area
sell if the Clinton plan guaran
tees the protection of old-growth

timber?
nviron According to the fall 1994
Ray issue of the Headwaters Journal,
skivou o last-minute clause was written

into the presi dent’s forest |I|'Ill
allowing the harvest of 21 tim
the ber sales from 1990

Raymond said the Outdoor
Program sponsared Shook's lec
ture to help wilderness enthusi
asts and adventurers understand
the environmental politics sur
rounding Northwest forests

ancient forest protection, alig enacted a plan to protect old ‘We feel like, as a back-coun

ing himself with Earth First! ‘“'i L':n.\" while ensuring a timber try resource center, people who

recently with the Siskivou harve are going out and hiking need to

Regional Education Project Hvi ause some critics have be aw |!.|~ ol resource Il'\'-l]t'\, g
SREP stafl member l‘-u‘_i-, Wil pnawed at the Sugarloal Sale Ravmond said
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Today is the last RUITaIR
day to register

- SHC‘E U0 Student Health Center
Health Education Program

Free Weight Manauemem Wurkshun

LLearn about:

<+ why diets don’t work

< nutrition
<+ exercise

< delicious low-fat meals
< making positive choices for a

healthier life

Thursdays Jan. 19-Feb. 23, 3:30-5:00 p.m.
in the Student Health Center Group Room (room 264)

To register, or for more information,
call 346-4456
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