MEANS
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times, | could put up some num
bors. | feel like in order for us to
be o success, the running game
has to be successful, and that
means me."”

Or on taking off his helmet to
colebrate o 20-yard TD run, his
longest of the year, in the regu-
lar-season finale against Pitts.
burgh

"1 wanted to show everyone
my face. | wanted to show them
the man behind the mask ™

Means might not be a Jim Car-
roy, but he's certainly headod for
stardom, which should please
his mother, Gwendolyn Steven-
son, who banned her son from

football when he was in junior
nigh s« hool

‘He had to learn what was
.mpnrhml " she said. "I had 10
slow him down a little bit

“After that, | didn”t have any
problems.’

Nor did Means -
boefore the 1993 draft

Means was an immediate hit
in high school, returning a kick
off 80 yards for a touchdown the
first time he touched the ball
Sometimes playing hall a game,
he rushed for 2,300 vards at
Cabarrus High in Concord, N.C.,
and was an All-American

He also was a standout at
North Carolina, rushing for more
than 1,000 yards as a sophomore
and junior before leaving school

until just

for the NF!

But Means wasn't taken on
dralt,
mainly because teams feared he
had a weight problem

the lirst round ol the

The Chargers had no such
worries. Reasoning that Means
always carried lots of ]munll'\
he was 230 when he entered col
lege — and wasn't slowed by it,
San Diego traded its 19094 No. 1
choice to grab him

Although he fared well as
Butts' backup in 93, the
Natrane Bomb didn’t go off until
this season

“1 never doubted myself,”
Means said with a smile and a
pufl on the cigar. 1 always felt
| could play here from the first
day 1 got here.’

HENRY
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the inside for that's the true
moasure of an individual

In a perfect world, the story
would be that the Americald crew
has worked hard and pone the
oxtra mile to defend this nation’s
honor. But in this "book by its
cover” society, all thoughts are
concentrated solely on their out-
ward appearance.

We're all at fault for this lack
of depth in coverage. We make
10-second generalizations of
those we meet or read about
based on what we see, not what
we discover

The short-attention span soci-
oty we live in requires that our

change 1n 19495 hy going beyond
in individual's outer-shell?
Americal isn't a newswaorthy
story because the crew is com
prised solely of women. It is a
newsworthy story because a
group of individuals have pulled
together to make the ultimate
physical and mental sacrifice of
their lives

Americad is newsworthy
because these individuals are
u!h-m’:tmg to qualify for the right
to defend the pride of a country
where “all men are created
equal.”

In the land of the free and the
home of the brave, give these
individuals the proper respect
they deserve 2

A little change never hurt any-
one — and the opportunity for

views be projudged and that our
perceptions of others be discon-
tinued once we've reached the
basics

change is what truly exemplifies
this country.

Kris Henry is a sports reporter
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your papers for you)
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Call
346-4343
Today!

Pro/Edit 7417553

CASH! We Buy. Sed & Service VHS
VCR's and Stereos. Thompson
Electronics, 1122 Oak, 343-G271

13 FURNITURE APPLIANCES

FURNITURE FOR SALE
Dresser, coltes . TV & phone IVC Sterea/Ooutie casselle Oock
__ lablos $85 Marantz DRBD 2-way spoakirs
$10-$40 344-7651 $100 Techmcs poratde, dgtal  CO
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Gustar, Keyboard, Bass lessons
Learn YOUR tavorite songs Al
t John
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Set the wheels in
motion with a
classified ad in the
Oregon Daily Emerald!

346-4343

Futonbed frame Full size, Iin
mhed pene spencie rame from Naty
ral Home Store Brand new conod
Paxt $300, sodl lor $200 687-1393

Single futon frame & mattress
witdack cover Xkt conad
SAS080 Call 345-1554
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Snowboard-Sweet K2 167cm, com-
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shved, $298. Doug 344-5532

Doonesbury by GARRY TRUDEAU
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