The Stones,
REM, Green Day,
Pearl Jam and
Nirvana had the
best seats
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Tori Amos released Surrender
the Pink, which was as suc-
cessful as her previous release
Little Earthquakes.

Husker Du — The Living

End. While Grant Hart and

Bob Mould continue to swim
in the cesspool of mediocrity on
their own, this live compilation
of Husker greals was released
as a reward for fans of the
Mineapolis tric and as a
reminder of their undeniable
energy
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“The more things change, the more things stay 'he same” seems
like an appropnate motto for the 1994 year in music

Familiar faces, as well as a healthy dose of fresh ones. flashed
onto the music scena lor their run at glory

The Rolling Stones moved along, launching one of the year's most
eltravagan! tours in support of their most Inspired work in more than
a decade with Voodoo Lounge

Speaking of the oldies, the Eagles joined Jimmy Page and Robert
Plant as two ol the biggest comebacks of 1994 Both acts released
albums thal were met with great reviews from thirsty fans

Rock and roll got back 1o basics as new faces like Green Day
aus ,.ml off an drcm, with its refreshing Sex Pistols-meels-Ramones
style of pop/pun

Hitting the ’-_'J.u‘l continued 10 beée popular as Lol

wir, and Generation X partied like their ancestors did as Woodstock
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Age and lreachery met youth and skill with the tusion of veterar
rocker Nail Y ung, and those Seattle poatls Pavar ¥ DUt ne) o

occasions and aclts ke Urge Overkill pard homage 1o the pas! as
they ripped up the charts with 1970s ml.} 80s-ing
Pearl Jam solidified itsel
December release Vitalogy, while the Beastie Boys sabotaged the
charts with thew best eftort yel
But 1994 was a mixed blessing for some

red dlbes

f as the mos! important band going with its

Nirvana's succass had yel 10 peak when lead singer Kurt Coba
shot and killed himsell in his Seattle home in April. A haunting
acoustic release of the band's music shot 1o the top of the charts
later in the year

Cobain's widow Courtney Love and hér band Hole claimed thar
own spot on the charts with an inspired Live Through This

it was another new band, Counting Crows, that breathed new lile
nto the pop charts with the extremely successiul Augus! and E very
.'."J.rnu Alter

Surf-grunge took shape as the movement's poster-boys, Oflspring
caught the attention of many with their release Smash

REM rediscovered its rock tendencies on Monster and made plans
to hut the road for the first ime since Green was released

CHRIS METZ'TOP FIVE OF 1994

Beck — Mellow Gold What
do you get when you give
an iron-on T-shirt wearing

Nirvana — Unplugged in
New York, Rarely has there
been a release that carried
with it such baggage. What loser a four-track? The third
would normally be considered a best release of 1994, that's
somber disc, it turned even what
darker as it will be lorever
known as Cobain's goodbye

Reviéws
A Game of Musical Chairs
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The Cranberries’ No Need To Argue made Its mark with “Zomble.”

Stone Temple Pilots and Smashing Pumpking had monster years
of their own with both bands moving up and down the charts for
most of the yaar

A lol can be said about the past year in the music industry, but
oneé thing 18 for sure: with a punk kid like Beck hitting it tig from his
bedroom and a tamihar legend, Johnny Cash, baing more hip than
ever, 1994 ruly was a year lor acts ol all ages and sizes 10 lake a
stab al the music-thirsly genaration that is the 1990s

Green Day — Dookie. This

band didn't even need to

put out a release o make
the top five in 1994, But Dookie
proved to be one of the best
pure-energy releases in quite
sometime. Hall Dookiel

Beastie Boys — Il

Communication, Remember

when it wasn't in vogue o
like the Boys? Well | do. And
I'm the first one to admit that
I've been on this gooly band-
wagon seemingly lorever and
it's never been this much fun
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