
Higher education funding priority for lawmakers 
Marcia Latta 
Fat me Osgan lCeV fewa** 

Kven if the 68 th Legislative Assembly 
adjourns by “pea harvest” in fune. ns Sen 
ate President Gordon Smith predicts, 
many Capitol sources are not overly opti- 
mistic nlHHit the progress lawmakers will 
make in this session. 

Although this session is likely to be 
shorter and more productive than the pre- 
vious one, the revenue issues facing law- 
makers will not be easy to tin kin due to 
tho financial constraints caused by the 
final stages of implementation of Ballot 
Measure 5 Also impacting tin- revenue is 

tho increased revenue demands created 
by tbe ns eutly passed Measure 11. whir h 
includes automatically remanding 15 
year-olds to adult < ourls and mandating 
minimum prison senteni os for violent 
offenders. 

In addition to diffii till budget decisions 
facing the Legislative Assembly, the con 
trol of the power structure has shifted 
frotti tin* Democrats to tile Republicans 
For the first lime in 40 years, both leg 
islotive hamhers are under Republican 
( ontrol Despite certain ideological dif 

terences. !Im* Republican-controlled tog 
islature and (he newly-ele* ted Democrat- 
it. Gov Kitxhaber have enpressed opti- 
mism and confidence in their ability to 
work together on issues facing the slate 

Source* in bath chandler* say that edu- 
• at ion issues will tie one of the key pri- 
orities for both politic «l parties during 
this session Republican leaders say they 
will stand by their pledge to c reate no 

new lasers However, without additional 
revenue, the challenge to fund programs 
at current service levels without new 

money will not fie an easy one 
Kitr.haher's ns ently proposed budget 

inc ludes a a percent im re«*e In tuition at 

Oregon's pufilic colleges and universities 
Although this is less than the 7 pert ent 
inc reuse in former Gav. Rolmrt*' pnijHised 
budget, it still creates a diffic ult financ ial 
burden for many students attending Ore- 
gon's pufilic colleges and universities, 
said Rob Nosse. executive director of the 
Oregon Student Lobby 

According to Nosse. Kftrhafier's budget 
also contains a straight 15 percent cut to 

higher educ ation funding Although stu- 
dent* will be facing a lower tuition 

m* ree*e than anti* ipated the* budget cut 
will force reduction* in resource* in the 
higher education system, such as fewer 
course offering*, decreased access to fac- 
ulty and increased • lass sizes 

Novae also said that the tuition increase 
will not actually be a* low a* ■» port ent 

Campus*** will fie permitted to charge an 

additional resource foe averaging St 20 for 
three terms which could bring the 
increase in tuition to as high as H percent 
Currently this fee is S'>0 for University 
students and is called the technology 
resource fee. OSL will work lo decrease 
the proposed tuition hike to 3 percent 
and reduce the t*« hnology resource fee 

Other budget Issues the OSL will be 
working on include the State Scholarship 
Commission budget No*sc said that OSl 
will work to i orred inequities in the dis- 
tribution of the Oregon Need Grant In the 
1993 session, a budget note was adopted 
that increased grant awards to students at 

private colleges and universities. OSL 
will lobby for a flat grant that will award 
the same amount of grant money regard- 
less of the school the student is attending. 

A Student Need Grant lobby day will 

take place in February at the Clnpito! for 
University students interested in speak 
ing to area legislators on this issue 

Although budget issues will Im the pri 
mary focus of the Oregon Student Lobby. 
Nome says they will 1h> working on a 

variety of issues They will tie focusing 
on trying to ensure that low-cost health 
insurance policies am still available to 
students, maintenance of tax exemptions 
for university parking lots and improved 
voter registration opportunities at all of 
Oregon's institutions of higher educa- 
tion. 

Nosse said he could not make any pre 
dictions at this point on the length or 

progress of the Legislative session. "It’s 
too early to tell if then* will he progress or 

just damage control." 
The OSI. advocates for the needs of stu- 

dents in the eight colleges and universi- 
ties in Oregon's State System of Higher 
Education. The lobby, which is paid for 
by student incidental fees, has been 
working on student issues since 1975. 
They work under the direction of a 15- 
member Hoard of Directors made up of 
students from each campus. 

Sigma Phi Epsilon fire 
reminder of 1993 blaze 
Ben Moebius 
Ortxjwn O&ify i mat sum 

The President of Sigma Phi 
Fpsilon, Mark. Wnnrick. felt lie 
was reliving the past when he 
railed Ins father in Portland from 
laguna Bea< h. Calif. during the 
holiday break 

His father told him the Sig Fp 
fraternity, ha ated at 1000 Alder 
St., had caught on fire anti he 
would have to muse into a motel 
when he returned to Eugene 
again. Wenru.k heard similar 
news two years ago 

Two students from the frater- 
nity were injured in a fire start 
ed by a spat e heater in the same 

house on Feb 23. IM3. Sig Fp 
fraternity mernlier Mark Nguyen 
was treated for smoke inhnlatiou 
at Sat nnl Heart General Hospital. 

Another niemher. Juan Mar- 
tines. was treated for cuts he 
received from breaking tint his 
window and jumping from his 
third floor room About 40 oth- 
er people who were in the fra- 
ternity at the time of the fire 
escaped without injury 

Lui icily, only four members of 
the fraternity were present at the 

moot n*nut fin* and no one was 

injured. 
Mark Wimru k said non*? of his 

belonging* were seriously dam- 
aged. “There was aome smoke 
and water damage," Ik* said, 'but 
llu- only thing I had to throw 
away was a bo* k|wn k Some peo- 
pie lost fiuons, stereos and com- 

puters 
There was an estimated 

$500,000 worth of damage to the 
house and the fraternity mem- 
bers' belongings The fire 
occurred on Thursday, De*. 2H, 
and was believed to have been 
caused by a dislodged fx>d«r dud 
in the basement 

The fraternity members 
moved all of their belongings 
from the house last Sunday so 

that contractors could begin 
rebuilding 

According to Wenrick, the fra 
tormty is looking for other hous- 
ing options, but members may 
have to stay in the Phoenix Inn. 
located at HSO Franklin Blvd 
until the end of winter term “It's 
different here at the motel," he 
said. “We can t lx* as loud, hut vve 

do have maid serve e 

■ POLICE BEAT 
flu* following inridonts won* 

reported iho University Office 
of Public Safely and Eugene 
Police Dec 31-Jan 8 

• Criminal mischief was 

reported at the University Inn 
*>»» i >t.*s 31 According to police 
report*, unknown subjis Is c ut 
tin* Cyclone fence off tho biko 
cage in an attempted felt unsuc- 

cessful theft Damage is esti- 
mated at $50 

• An 18-year old man was 

arrested Jan 1 on an outst&nd- 
ing shoplifting warmnl and cit- 
ed for being a minor in posses 
sion of alcohol cm the* 200 block, 
of East 13th Avenue. 

• A 4.:year-old man was ■ il- 
t*d (an 1 for theft of services on 

the* 300 block of East 12th 
Avenue Ac c circling to police 
reports, the suspec t took a taxi 
to tin* VVhitehird Clink: and 
failed to pay the fan* He told 
police he thought the c linic; 
paid taxi lares 

• A 25v ear-old woman was 

arrested Jim. 1 for harassment 
on the 2200 bloc k of Centenni- 
al Boulevard According to 

police reports, the woman 

refused a police command to 

move from a vehicle. When the 
officer reached out to pull the 
suspec I htt( k. vhe strui k the 
officer 

• A student reported Ins 
vehicle stolen on jam 3. The 
vehicle was taken while the 
student was away for winter 
break 'Hie I-ane County Sher- 
iff's Offit e recovered the vehi- 
cle on |an. 8 

• Four burglaries were 

reported at the Phi Delta Theta 
house Jan. 4-6 According to 

polic e reports, several rooms 

were burglarized over w inter 
break Value of the the stolen 
items is approximately $2,000. 

• Police impounded a stu- 
dent’s vehicle after a parking 
hoot was illegally removed 
from the vehicle on Jan. 5. 

According to police reports, the 
vehicle had several outstand- 
ing |>arking violations and was 

booted On Jan. fi a parking 
enforcement officer noticed the 
vehicle without the boot and 
plac ed another hoot on the 
vehicle When the owner was 

contacted, he denied knowl- 
edge of the missing boot, but 
hinted that it could lit* returned 

if tile second boot was 

removed 
• A 2r< year-old male student 

was cited for shoplifting at the 
Bookstore on Inn 5, 

• A 19-year-old man was 

arrested fan. <i for unlawful (Kis- 
ses si on of a controlled sub- 
stance, theft in the second 
degree and four outstanding 
warrants on the 1500 block of 
Moss Street According to 

police reports. OPS officers 
observed two men stealing 
bicycle parts and notified 
Eugene police When police 
arrived, they discovered 
met ham p hetam»ne on one sub- 
ject 

• A male student reported 
his A I'M ard stolen and $700- 
750 in cash removed from his 
fiank account Jan. fi on the 1700 
block of Alder Street. Accord- 
ing to police reports, the ATM 
card had been stolen from the 
victim's mailbox over winter 
break 

• A 38-year-old man was 

arrested Jan. 6 for carrying a 

concealed weapon and for 
being a fugitive from justice on 

the 1300 block of High Street. 

Could you use some support? 
Educational Opportunities Program 

can help you achieve: 
Mjssls^h 

BowjV 
■- 

pmw 

* Tutoring in most University courses (individual and group) 
* Small classes in wnting, c nucal thinking, and math 

(including a special two-term sequence of Math 111) 
* Counseling undividu.il and support groups’ 
* Academic advising and referrals 
* Non-credit workshops on a variety ol topics (test anxiety, the 

graphing calculator 11-82, choosing majors) 
all fro- of charge to program participants 

l OP helped me build my confidence and acquire the 
3 necessary shills to make my first year u success 

l jflyf P»ilcr; UO l«S4a Parker Wnkham scholar «nd Centurion Award Rraparni 
7 

Stop by Academic Learning Services, r>8 PLC, 
or call 346-3232 

w set li you meet eligibility criteria (or KOP. or to learn about the range of 
other support services available to ail siudenu at this Umvcrsiiy 

Do you fit the bill? 
We re looking tor a few good ducks to he 

Resident Assistants in the Residence Halls 
tor the IW5-% Academic Year. 

*t attend one of the following informational meetings 
I Ucsday Jan 10 7 p in 

Wcdnesdav Jan II 7 pm 
Thursday Jan 12 } p ni 

Tuesday Jan 17 7pm 

(•old Room (Carson Mall) 
Riley Hall (11th Patterson) 
Ben Linder Room (EMU) 
Ramey Room (Hamilton Caf ) 

See the l University Housing advertisement in tl>e classifieds 
for further information if you think you "fit the bill". 

Applications available at main Housing office, Walton Hall 
Vn \llunuii\i S.H.m I iju.i! < Ipis tiiimo lira 
_1 >lu ■‘"'l ■ ■'in|’li.,n,c .Mill itv XiiKiKjnv with llivtbiliiie- \,i 


