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Conltnuod from Page 9 
Southern California, they packed Mar 
Court in record mini tiers to watch the 
basketball version of the Ducks wijM* out 

yet another No. 2 team in the nation in 
the opening game of the Pao-10 season. 

What the hell has happened around 
hero? 

After nil. when 1 came to this school in 
1992, Duck basketball hadn't exactly 
reached n fever pitch 

The miserable 5.H18 average atten- 
dance for games at the Pit was the third 
lowest since 1971 and was almost 2,000 a 

game fewer than the year before. 
Of course the school was in the 

advanced stage* of "Monsoo-itis" and 
Johnnie Reece was still around. 

Oregon football, while holding its own 

with four postseason appearan* es in six 

yean, hasn't been as good as what people had expected 
Now. the Dud hoopsterx an- staples on 

SportsCt-nlrr and m raping up a tk ket has 
Iss oniB quite the chore 

Hm k. it’s worth the wait in line to see 

Jerry Green rip through his list of the 
atm* in helping his team to victories 

So Green is in the third year of the big 
rebuilding of Oregon basketball. Most 
com lies would probably tell you that 
improvements, if there were to be any. 
begin to take root in the second year of a 

rebuilding pro*ess and begin to surface in 

the third or fourth year 
The Ducks are by no mean* on easy 

street now that they have t ra< kt*d the Top 
25 for the first time in 18 years, but it is 

quite a tribute to the fans and the program 
in general to filially lx* recognized after 
such a drought 

And the win against UCl-A couldn't 
have come at a better time The win not 
only eased the Hose How l blues just three 
days after the 38-20 loss to Penn State, 
but the excitement generated by the win 
over what would have been the No. I 
team in the nation had they not lost to the 
Due ks. sets the tone for the entire season 
It also makes the Pit, already one of the 
toughest plat es for opposing teams, that 
much more of a menai o if the recent 

attendance boom continue**. 
The weekend sweep also kept the oner- 

Kv from the Far West (‘.lassie Champi- 
onship going. I* was a well-kept secret, 
hut the Due ks beat two respectable teams 

up in Portland 
So Jerry Green is already well an his 

way to his best season with the Ducks. 
His 10 wins this season already qualifies 
the Hr*M-dS campaign as his l*»*t in 
Eugene, at least with one more win. hut 
with the football team doing so well and 
considering the incredible start for 
Green's squad, expectations have 
< hanged — for the better 

Chris .Vfetz is the sports editor for the 
Emerald. 

AGREEMENT 
Continued from Page 9 
Cion Sath*>r. who hod to got a 

championship team that ana< 

ini Iudad the of Way no 

Cret/.kv. Mark Mossier and |«ri 
Knrri to keep ()iiors owner Potor 
Pocklington in business 

"The deal the union hud boon 
working under was ln<ttor than 
terrific so good that the 
league couldn't survive." Sat tier 
said. "That's why we did what 
had to do in 1.dmonton Now 
we can survive.'" 

Beltman. who spoke briefly, 
didn't answer questions from 
the media and had to lie asked 
by photographers to produce a 

smile, said he was "thrilled that 
this is over 

'll was important that the 
league come together with the 

r 

players to lake this league to 
the grant heights that it an 

t ome to." he said I retain the 
optimism that I've always had 
for the futon* of this sport 

Bellman said some '‘trmisi 
tionai issues" ~ more minor 
but stiil essential to a final 
agreement h.td !o !»' omplet 
ml 

(.oodenow also had little to 

say. answering only a few ques- 
tions before returning to 
NHLPA headquarters in 
Toronto, 

I his has Ihs'H .i loiii-, dilfi 
null process. one that has < nine 
to a uni lusioii that both sides 
tan live with.” In* said "It s 

important that we get the forms 
when* it belongs the umip 
tition 

The NHL only hopes its short 

season will I*' a* competitive n>i 
tlm negotiations were 

The lockout began over the 
owners’ demand (or a cap on 

players’ salaries, something the 
union refused to even consider 

It finally came down to play 
er freedom The NIU, players 
went Into the talks as the only- 
one of the major pro sports 
without any form of unrestrict- 
ed free agent > They fell short 
of getting what they wanted 

The owners didn't want play 
ers to be< ome unrestricted free 
agents until after they tunnel 12 
years old The players at first 
wanted it at 2H but came up to 
30 last week 

The final contract gave play- 
ers free agent v at 12 in the first 
three years and at It in the Inst 
three Hut because either side 

lias the right to scrap the agree- 
ment after the 1997-98 wmsoh, 
then* might fie only one year in 
which 11 year-olds have com- 

plete freedom. 
"I Mill have mixed feelings," 

•wild Bofi Corkum, player repre- 
sentative of the Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks "A lot of guys 
will |h> fiurt. At the same time, 
something had to be done We 
didn’t think it was worth miss- 
ing a season for it." 

Perhaps the owners’ best new 

wage-control system will the 
rookie salary cap. $850,000 in 
the first year of the agreement 
By ending the run of multimil- 
lion-dollar rookie contracts, 
owners should fie able to slow a 
trend that has seen salaries 
triple in the last three years. 

It was a major com ession for 

players, who for months said they 
would never accept such a cap. 

Owners also negotiated the 
right to wall away from three 
salary arbitration rulings of at 
least 5550,000 over each two- 

year period 
Flayers hied the old arbitra- 

tion system — in which a club 
had to abide by an arbitrator's 
ruling — before grudgingly 
offering one walkaway in a pro- 
posal last weel Owners at first 
wanted to eliminate binding 
arbitration all together, but they 
proposed two walkaways in an 
offer last week 

"We gave up a lot. It's really 
hard to say if it's worth it right 
now," Boston Bruins star (aim 
Neely said. "But the main thing 
is, we're going to be hack play- 
ing 
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Indoor Paintball Arena 
Over 8000 Sq Ft. Playing Field • Hi-Fi CD Sound System 

Tracer Tagmaster Pump Guns * JT Mask and Goggles 
Reservations Suggested • 50 Paintballs • 2 Hour Field Time 

NEW HOURS 
Monday: Reservations Only 

Tuesday-Friday: 4:00pm to 11:00pm 
Saturday: 1:00pm to 11:00pm 

Sunday: 1:00pm to 8:00pm 
Private Party Play During Any Closed Hours 

Call for Information and reservations ^fl| 
Come Play The Wildest Indoor Sport Ever!!! 

465-3832 

Winter/School Special 
S8.00 

jSTUDENT 
; SPECIAL 
i w/ ID 
i- '- 

} *2 off Entry 
Tue, Wed, Thur & Sun only 

Call for Reservations 465-3832 • Expires 1-31-95 
J 

2836 W. 11th #C 
Next to the New Taco Bell 

MOVIES * DINING * BOOKS * REVIEWS 
_COMING PRID AY IN f H E EMERALD 


