
Military officer honored at department’s dedication 
Sarah Gray 
far the (>»gon finafttO 

CafHAin Ralph Amato, a l'HH Umversi- 
ty graduate and World War II soldier. was 

remembered Morulas as (lu> 1)*'port mini! 
of Military S< lonce dedicated a ritemoru- 
hiiia-filled lounge in his honor, }an. 0 
marked the 50th y»«ir anniversary of Ama- 
to's death in 1<H5 during World War II 

Amato was no different than many oth- 
er college students of the 1930s, or even 

students of today. lie was bom in Portland 
and graduated from Franklin High School. 
After graduation, he enrolled in the Uni- 
versity where he liecame a three star let- 
terman on the varsity baseball team and a 

member of Sigma Chi 
While in college, Amato joined Iwth the 

Reserve Officers Training Corps and its 
honorary fraternity, Scabbard and Blade 
After rising to cadet captain. be graduat- 
ed and was commissioned on May 27, 
l'HH. as a second lieutenant 

In 1940. Amato was stationed in the 
45th infantry in the Philippine islands, 
where he was later promoted to first lieu- 
tenant in Iks ember I'M 1. two weeks after 
tin* bombing of Pearl Harbor, Amato was 

promoted to captain He ris eivod the Sil 
vet Star, tlie nation's third highest award, 
m early 1942 for heroism during a surprise 
attack. However, lira 45th infantry sur- 

rendered in April 1942 anti became a pm- 
oner of war of the Japanese 

Amato was killed in action during an 

air altar k on Jan 9. 1945. Ilia remains were 

returned to the United Stales in 1949 On 
July 12 of that same year, he was laid to 
rest in Lincoln Memorial (iemetery in Port- 
land. 

Amato's sister, Marguerite Thomas of 
San Francisco, compiled several photos, 
certificates and other tokens of her broth- 
er's life and donated them to the Univer- 
sity's Department of Military S« tem r Hie 
items are currently on display in the 
Department's newly dedicated lounge 

University Provost John Moseley spoke 
during the detiit ation. and students Tim 

NATAi.ll MONtCQI*RV/ i n«M 
Ntck Bass, an ROTC cadet, was a speaker at the dedication ceremony held tor Ralph Amato, a 1930 University alumnus 

Farrell and Kebetjca IjiUhi played "Taps" 
at Ills t om tuition of the ovmniony 

Boh Bennett. head of the speaker's 
bureau at the Defense Kdtn alien (aim mi t- 
toe of tame County. attended tHo dad it a- 

fion and ftiund ii interesting how similar 
the silunlions from Amato’s lime and now 

(the 1'.toils) are and how important it is for 
the K( )TC lo ns run soldiers for unex}M*iod 
wars. 

"We’re normally at peat otime. but the 

potential for war is always there," Bennett 
said If the wrong guys get in charge, the 
RCJTC has soldiers ready to go That’s how 
it was for Amato 

No one suspected war, but troops were 

still prepared just in case," Bennett said. 
"Amato was one of them 

Commander Nick Bass, who plans to 

graduate from the University in June and 
continue serving in the Army, spoke dur- 

mg the ceremony. He said that from Ama- 
to's memorabilia and letters, he believed 
Arnato to be a regular guy who did not 
think much about sacrificing his life for 
his country. 

"It's something all soldiers have to 
think. al>out, but when you're Mint nil over 

the world, you realize that that’s what 
we re here to do defend our country. 
The focus is loyalty, duty and honor, not 
death," Bass said. 
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Possible suicide results 
in police investigation 
Joe Harwood 
Otm<gat> Q&ty i 

Eugene police are investigat- 
ing an apparent suicide in Skin- 
ner’* Butte Park after a passerby 
not n od a man hanging from a 

tree Tuesday morning 
Police and firefighter-medics 

responded to the w ent* at 10:4 J 
a m. after the passerby alerted 
parks workers of a man hanging 
from a tree above the rock 
columns near the Skinner's Butte 
cross, according to Capt. Tim Birr 
of the Eugene Ik-partment of Pule 
he Safety 

The man. who police believe 
to tie Kir hard M Duleny. « 4.' 

year-old transient from Pennsyl- 
vania, was pronounced dead ut 
the wene and detectives respond- 
ed to investigate. 

Detectives found two hand- 
written notes in Dulany s pin k 

r 

ets One gave his name and said 
"You may use any or nil of my 
body parts for donations or sci- 
ence." 

The second contained the 
phrase A loop may become a 

noose when one of its parts can 

be straightened." 
“While the note didn't give 

any tacit information on motive, 
it appears to he a suicide note." 
said Hirr. 

Dulanv was tiled and 
released Jan. 5 for criminal tres- 

pass after a University employee 
found him in the women's bath- 
room on the second floor of Ore- 
gon Hall, according to a Eugene 
police report 

The incident remains under 
investigation and police plan to 
confirm Dulany’s identity via 

fingerprint records 

■ BRIEFS 

The Department of Biology 
will hold an open house Unlay 
from 11 am to 4 p m for sci- 
oncs students 

The event will he held in 
the Atrium of Willamette Hall. 

(Career and campus infor- 
mation will be available for a 

wide variety of interests 

Tatyana Tolstaya, a noted 
contemporary Russian author 
and an incumbent of the 
Majorie l.indholm Endowed 

Professorship in Russian, will 
present the firs! of throe lee- 
turns on literary topics tonight 
at 7.30 

The lecture, entitled "Nos 
talgia for the Past.” will he 
hold in the Gerlingur Alumni 
Lounge. 

The second and third lec- 
tures will lie on Jan IB and 25 
at 7:30 p in. 

For more information, call 
the Russian and first European 
Studies Center at 34li 4078. 
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