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and Notre Dame 

Oregon earlier rei eived just 
nine voles in (he ( NN/USA 
Today poll, effoi lively pinning 
the Du< -ks as the 45th team in 

(he poll, 
But the Duck* gained at least 

the writers' attention, marking 
the first time a Ducks squad was 

recognized in the polls since the 
Dick iiarter era. 

"1 would say I don’t (are. hot I 
actually do, legalise 1 think the 
University of Oregon needs as 

much publicity liaskethall wise 

as it can," Green said about the 
prospect of a national ranking 
after the USC game "It s one of 
those things I've got no control 
of. so I don't worry about it a 

whole lot 

"Of course the [Kill you really 
want to be in is not the one in 
the first week or two of January, 
it s the in the first week or two 
of Mart h Bet ,mse that really 
tells you who's going there in 

the NGAA tournament 

The Ducks have powered 
themselves through the early 
part of the se.iSon averaging 
more than Hfi points a game and 

have opened up the offense. cur- 

rently ranking second In the 
Pa< t»> in three point shut 
attempts with a hefty 24') 

Oregon'* path to glory will 
far«' a senes of stiff tests, though, 
as the I)u< ks take to the road 
starting with Saturday ’s big Cav- 
il War matt.hup in Corvallis 

As satisfied a* Green undoubt- 
edly is with the team's first 
national ranking under his guid 
ante, he is also fully aware of 
what awaits his red hot club in 
the weeks to come 

"We've played two games at 
home." said Green. “and we go 
on the road for the nest three I 
think sometimes it's a little ens- 

ier playing in your own bat k- 

yard. 
■' The key, I think, in the Pat 

JO is winning basketball games 
on the road I think if you can 

do that, you put yourself in an 

excellent position to ho in that 
up|M*r half of the league 

The recent sut < ess of the 
Ducks has built on the tremen- 
dous ext itement generated by 
the foot ha! I team's first trip to 

the Hose Howl in 37 years and 
has resulted in )wtt k to hm k sell- 
outs in the basketball tmam's first 
conference home games 

FIND STUFF IN THE ODE CLASSIFIEDS 
(personal messages, computers, bicycles, books, 

job opportunities, meetings, furniture, typing services, 
local entertainment info, ski equipment, 

campus events, roommates, apartments, & more!) 
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Noth eabiy absent from the All-Tournament 
team was Orion's Kenya Wilkins, who would 
later tw chosen Pai 10 Play er of the Week for his 
(.l«*su efforts, and famal Lawrence, who played 
outstanding defense against George Washington 
and hit key three-pointers against Notre Dame 
to give the Dui ks « chant e at the title Both 
players deserved recognition, but both players 
were saddled w ith the same handicap — they 
play for Oregon 

It was the media who (hose the All- 
Tournament team Chet k that, it was the media 
not covering the Ducks in the Rose Bowl — the 
media that covers the Oregon Stale Beavers 

Unfortunately. I was not offered the 
opportunity to vote so I did the nest best thing 
to express my feelings — I confronted the 
ignorant FEW who had the guts to hang around 
for the final press conference 1 emphasize few. 
because most of the gutless wonders slinked out 
of the Coliseum after registering their votes 

The remaining "intellectuals" &hnveled in tlmir 
chairs and did not s|ienk after my outraged pleas 
for justice Classic responses from people like 
this These are the same types who send hate 
mail anonymously and cower when the idea of 
accountability surfaces 

But as disgusted as I was as 1 sat ill Pasadena 
awaiting the Rose Bowl, my attitude toward 
professional sjKirtswriters flip-flop|>ed entirely 
on Monday when The Associated Press voted 
the Greenhailer* as part of their top 25 

It took guts and a respet t for a program on 
the rise for the oft maligned media to ret Ognize 
the accomplishments of |err\ Green and his 
Fighting Ducks Green's program is the first to 
tat nationally recognized since the Dick Harter 
'■ra when the Dm ks were ranked 17th on Fell 
22. 1977. 

Oregon is a team that has worked hard for this 
m know lodgement, one that didn’t seem likely 
following Sunday *s coaches [Kill when the Ducks 

were only able to gamer nine votes for n No 41 
rims ms. up fruiii !>2nd plat •• Su*i week 

Respect must be an oil or nothing commodity 
as Oregon Inapt from No )'»to No 2 in the nation 
m« ordtngto the Rating Pen (tillage Indus, whit h 
rates team* based on winning percentage, 
schedule and opponent's schedule 

I guess it doesn't matter how Oregon gels 
respect, so long as it happens 

I'm just impressed that the often clueless media 
decided to las the ones that used its vote to credit 
those teams having success in this 1994-95 
season Unlike the coaches, w ho voted with area 
bins and prejudged beliefs on basketball 
programs. 

Consider Indiana's position at No 21 of the 
coaches poll, even after five losses, and the fact 
that UCLA res eived one uninformed vote as the 
top team in the nation despite losing to Oregon. 
If the coaches had such disrespw t for the Ducks, 
then why did the Bruins only fall from No. 2 
to No ft in the nation after losing to this lowly 
program ? 

I'm not saying that Oregon is the best team 
in the nation and all others should kneel at its 
mercy 1 would just like, once and for all. for 
all these ridii ulous polls to have a dis< (aimer 
before someone registers a vote. 

it should read. Rule No ! — all voting is for 
the urrent season, not what has happened in 
the si hoot's history Rule No 2 — if you don’t 
know, then ask someone 

And for all you media doubters out there, 
you'm right when you say that the media doesn't 
always give credit where credit is due. But the 
alternative isn't that much better, so we'll all just 
have to deni with it. 

As the lovable leprechaun from Penn State 
warned. "God never promised that someday the 
world would be fair.” Until that day comes, we 

just have to grin and I rear it when people scoff 
at the idea of Oregon being nationally ranked 
in the sporting world 

Kris Henry is a sports reporter for the Kmerald. 

Take a study break at the R & R Cafe 
(located inside the Rec Center, next to the bowling alley) 

We are open Monday-Thursday 7-11 pm, Friday 5- 12:30am, 
Saturday 5-12:30am, Sunday 4-11 pm 

We offer cigarettes, candy, fresh sandwiches, hot pretzels. Snapple. Pepsi 
products, coffee and donuts every nijht and Pizano's pizza Friday & 

Saturday (8pm-12am). 

Weekly Specials 
Monday 

$3.00 
Pizano's Pizza 

& Medium 
SoFt Drink 

Not valid with any otlwr offer 

Monday Sunday 

Buy a Sub 
Sandwich and 

Set a free same 
of bowlins- 

Not valid with any other offer 

Thursday Sunday 

Bowling & 
Pizza Party 

Buy a lane for an hour 
and get pizza and a 

medium soft drink for 
$275 per person. 

Not valid with any other offer 

Friday & Saturday 

Buy a Pizano's 

pizza & jet a 

free game of 

bowling. 
Not valid with any other offer 

R & R Inside the EMU Rec Center 


