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More Power To You! 

Take a journey of discovery 
from your desk. 

Venture to new worlds and discover new information 
right in your own home with Microsoft* Encarta 
Encarta sets a new standard for multimedia 
encyclopedias with 26,000 articles and 100 
animations and video clips Journey on over to the 

Microcomputer Suppoit Center and check out our 

academic pricing on Microsoft Encarta and discover 
a new world in your computer 

Microcomputer Support Center 

202 Computing Center • 346-4402 
Monday Friday 9am 5pm 

e-mail mppOoregon 

ETS limits GRE computer tests 
Amy Colombo 
Ompty> Duty f 

Availability of lh»* Graduate Record Examination 
in computerized form has been reducied because of 
• oik em that students can cheat on the test 

The Educational Testing Service, which admin- 
isters the national standardized admissions test for 
graduate si bool*, made the announcement after an 

investigation by the national Kaplan Educational 
Centers 

"There were rumors on the computer bulletin 
board that folks were cheating." said Dave 
Favrenult. manager of the Eugene Kaplan study 
center 

He said the coaching service's investigation 
included 20 people who took the test and were 
able to rec recite a large majority of the test after tak 
ing it because of the small pool of questions asked 
Kaplan presented the results to HTS on Iks 9. 

Since then, the HTS lias filed a lawsuit alleging 
Kaplan violated copyright and elm ironic commu- 
nication privacy lows in its investigation 

”HTS is trying to divert attention away from the 
sec urity flaws by shooting the messenger, "said 
Jonathan Grayer, Kaplan president and chief ex.ec 

utive officer “Suing us doesn't stop the fact that 
the test is easily compromised 

The HTS has announc ed it wants to eliminate 
the penc il and paper form of the C.RK hv 1997 and 
replace it with the computerized version 

"They were planning to eliminate the po|x>r and 
penc il version altogether, but this really throws a 

wrench in the- works for I T’S,'’ Favreault said. 

"If this test is somehow susceptible to being 
< heated on. it undermines the whole (graduate 
school) admissions process," he said 

Fevrwault said by ETS offering the test in one 
week intervals, it allows the testing service to 

develop a new set of questions 
Student* can take the test from now until )an 

21 After that, the dates tentatively are Jen W)-Feh 
A March fi ll. April 3*8, May 1 f> and June 5*10 

The computerised version of the CRE is more 

expensive than the standard pencil and paper 
form, hut the benefit is the speed in which a stu- 
dent knows his/her score 

The < ost of tile pen< il and paper version is 

and the computer!.red version is Sun It takes six 

weeks to process si ores for the* traditional paper 
arid pencil form, hut with the computer version a 

student can find out his or her score immediately 
after taking the test 

David Espinoza, psychometrist for the Universi- 
ty testing center, said < omputerizod GRE testing 
makes "a lot of sense He would like to see the 
I Iniversity testing center become a computer-based 
learning center 

It would make a whole lot more -a-nse to me, if 
folks could come here and take it," Espinoza said. 

Three years ago when the ETS announced the 
GRE w ould i>o offered via computer, ho contacted 
the .ETS to find out how to convert the testing cen- 

ter But they wanted to trv it through a national 
testing service first 

For now tin* testing service offers only the writ- 
ten version. A student can take the computerized 
version through the Sylvan Learning Center. 
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plan." 
Il« said the University 

will ontinuo to work to 
im re.'ise productivity 
ai < ording to the Univer- 
sity Productivity Plan. 
Frohnmayer Mid im reus- 

ing class sue is not part 
of the plan. 

David Conley, assoc i 

ate professor in educa- 
tion policy and 
management, said, 'The 
ideas for productivity go 
way beyond bigger class 
ccs 
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(tills, saiil Sean C. Morgan. a 

senior in journalism. "My rent's 
lain and I havim't bought books 
yet 

While the University hasn't 
notified the particular students 
about tin- delay. Morgan said 
when he noticed the lack of loan 
money on his monthly hilling 
statement, the University busi- 
ness office seemed apologetic 
about the delay. 

"They told me they knew it 
was a legitimate signature hut 
lor whatever reason, the (Depart- 
ment of Education) didn't buy 
it," Morgan said 

Students who are having 
trouble paying their lulls ns a 

result of the delay t an talk to a 

financial aid advisor about get- 
ting interim or temporary loans, 
said C'-arol Richard, assistant 
director of Office of Student 
Financial Aid She added the 
loans would be free of service 
charges. 

In addition to the standard 
$200 emergency loan available 
to all students, Richard said if 
students are still not able to pay 
for the essentials, they should 
talk to a financial aid advisor for 
further assistance. 

Out of thts 56 students affect- 
ed. Richard said she knows of 
about five students who needed 
and received temporary loans. 

As the Stafford loans are usu- 

ally additional pieces of aid for 
students. Heiss said he doesn’t 
think the delay is affecting that 
many students. 

"But if the amount is so great 
to cover all of a student 's costs, 
then there is much more of an 

impact than if they only had a 

$200 loan, for example.” Heiss 
said 

The Federal Direct Stafford 
Loan Program began at the Uni- 
versity only last fall. Heiss said 
he's not anti< ipating similar 
problems next fall when the 
University again submits 6,000 
to 7,(HR) more promissory notes. 

"I believe (the department) 
has changed their procedures as 

a result of this, so I don't think 
we will see any more of this.” 
Heiss said, “i would be sur- 

prised if it happens in the 
future Since the 56 that were 

initially refused, the department 
hasn't rejected any of the thou- 
sands more promissory notes we 

have sent 
" 

The Department of Kduiation 
was not available for comment 

Thursday or Friday. 
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