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wage* fall !0 to 13 p«tn on! below 
that of I hair private sector < otin- 

torparts," Gilbert said 
Sizemore took bis propotMl to 

Tinman and they narrowed it to 
throe tpedfh solutions One was 
to require public employees to 

pay fi percent into their own 
retirement funds The second was 
to eliminate sick leave and vaca- 
tion roll over. The third was to 
guarantee un eight percent return 
on investments 

Ac cording to Sizemore, tin* 
nest step was a low-cost, grass 
root campaign to support what 
was now Ballot Measure H. [‘he 
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other side oulipml us M to 1, 
he said 

Tiernan was working on hi* 
own time to support the 
It passed by 800 vote*, m Novem- 
ber 

"It may have looked like we 

won by a small margin," Size- 
more said "Hut if you remove all 
the publii employees who voted 
and had a (lenr financial stake in 
the the issue, the number would 
have been closer to 400,000 

Sizemore and Tiemen both 
said they bad no choice but to 
get involved "I knew it was a 

politically unpopular thing to 
do." Tiernan said. "but. not to 
sound almighty, it was just the 

right thin# to do 
“There was no ulterior motive 

and no personal gam." Si zatnore 
•nod “l m» not trying to build a 

political t areer on the bai ks of 
public employees It was just a 
defense of working people who 
have been fori ed to « over the 
c om* of a gold plated Clad 1 Hat 
system 

Hetman said the elation of 
having won was undermined by 
<he offsetting of Ballot Measure 
fl that began to o< t ur after the 
elections 

I JOt a I governments are under 
mining democracy and pander- 
ing to political interests by 
offsetting the pension oontribu- 
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lion* with pay rats**, Tiernan 
*a id- 

lin' measure also fa<.«* a for 
midablo line up of lawsuit* 
I wo former Oregon governor*. 
Portland'* mayor, the city of 
Kugene arid seven other high 
profile plaintiff* have chal- 
lenged the constitutionality of 
the measure University Presi 
dent Dave Frohnmaver has 
offered to assist the plaintiffs. 

The lawsuit claims the mea- 
sure fundamentally revises 
instead of amending the state's 
constitution II also asserts dial 
the measure is invalid because it 
deals with legislative, not con- 
stMotional issue* 
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