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Continued from Page 1
wages fall 10 to 13 percent below
that of their private sector coun-
terparts,” Gilbert said

Sizemore took his proposal to
Tiernan and they narrowed it to
three specific solutions. One was
to require public employees to
pay 6 percent into their own
retirement funds. The second was
to eliminate sick leave and vaca-
tion roll over. The third was 10
guarantes an eight percent retum
on inmvestmaoants

According to Sizemore, the
next step was a low-cost, grass
roots campaign to support what
was now Ballot Measure 8, I'he
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other side outspent us 14 to 1,”
he said

Tiernan was working on his
own time to support the measune
It passed by 900 votes in Novem-
bwer

‘It may have looked like we
won by a small margin.” Size
maore said. “But if yvou remove all
the jnllllli --m;-!u'.m-\ who voted
ind had a clear financial stake in
the the issue, the number would
have been closer to 400,000

Sizemore and Tiernan both
said they had no choice but 10
get involved. 1 knew it was a
politically unpopular thing to
do.” Tiernan said, “but, not to
sound almighty, it was just the

January 9 1995

right thing to do.”

“There was no ulterior motive
and no personal gain,” Sizemore
said. I was not trying to build a
political career on the backs of
public employees. It was just a
defense of working people who
have been forced to cover the
costs of a gold plated Cadillac
svslem

Tiernan said the elation of

aving won was undermined by
the offsetting of Ballot Measure
B that began to occur after the
elections

Local governments are under
mining democracy and pander-
ing to iltli”ll al interests by

offsetting the pension contribu-

tions with pay raises, Tiernan

snid

The measure also faces a for
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Portland’s mavor, the city
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ienged the constitutionality
the measure
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