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against Notre Dame in the matchup on Dec. 28

e Fighting Irish, led by sharp-shooter Ryan Hoover
entered the title game coming off a 72-69 victory over
Oregon State the previous night

Notre Dame controlled the action in the first half
with a balanced attack and a tempo more suited for the
Fighting Irish squad, leading 36-31 at halftime

In the second half, the Oregon offense came alive
behind the three-point shooting of Jamal Lawrence and
the increased presence of Wilkins and Williams
Lawrence would end the night with 18 points on six
of vight shooting from beyond the arc. The Ducks would
use some clutch free throws in the game’s final min
utes from Williams and a kev steal and conversion
by Wilkins to overcome Notre Dame, 73-69

In probably the biggest disappointment of the tour
nament, only Williams was named to the Far West Clas
sic All-Tournament team. Kwame Evans from George
Washington and Hoover (the Classic MVP) from Notro
Dame joined Stephane Brown and Mustafa Holff from
Oregon State, the only team to not win a game in the
Classic, to round out the list

On Dec. 31, Oregon played against Montana, a team
that walloped the Ducks in 1991, 78-39

In a difficult struggle before entering the Pac-10 sea-
son, Oregon was able to outlast Montana in the second
overtime and escape Mac Court with a 102-97 victory

The Ducks were led offensively by Wilkins with 22
points and Lawrence with 19, Potter and Johnson kept
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the boards cleen with 10 and seven, respectively Oregon won It's first Far West Classic Champlonship since 1974 with victories over Notre Dame and George Washington.
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