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Oregon vs. Penn St.

Chris Metz
regon Dally Emeraid
It was March 3, 1917, Fresh off a Rose
Bowl victory, Oregon football coach
Hugo Bezdek announced plans for a two-
year leave of absonce to get a degroe at

the Chicago School of Medicine before
returning to the University

I'he Oregon Emerald ran a front page
story in which Bexdek assured the school
that he would return as the director of
athletics upon completion of his school
ing

\\Ij!"fl Il" L | lil:lill"!"'- rli‘l '\?l.lli.l"‘ ll"
will no doulnt sign a new contract giving
him full suparvision of the department,
the Emoerald reported March 3, 1917

Hezdok, more commonly known o1
campus as “Bez.” gave his linal words in
the paper as he thanked those that
befriended him at Oregon

It was simply o matter of bettering
nysell,” Bezdok said | want to turther
my work in medicine (o get my doctor s
q

degree. | have sevoral warm |

iriends at
Oregon) | was considering

It was common knowledge that Bezdek
was held in high regard by many inter

ostled schools i-n-'lbil|_\' far a head coach

following his 14-0 Rose Bowl victory
aver Pennsvivania just a few months ear
s

Nonetheless, Bezdek was expected 1o

el

return to Oregon. It was never to be, how-
over
L I

As Oregon prepares for its first Rose
Bowl since 1958 and hopes for its first
victory in the game since Rezdek's 1917
squad, they do it against the school that
wound up benefiting from Bezdek's ser
VEICEeS 10 Imue !l Thl‘ sAIme way

In 1918, just over a year after leaving
Oregon and after he coached the Mare
Island Marines to the 1918 Rose Bowl
Bezdek returned to coaching, jumping
ship to Penn State '

Hezdek's com !th magie continued in
Pennsylvania, From 1919-1921, he led
Penn State 1o an amazing 22-1-4 record
H!'.‘l‘;l-i l!lii !».'. i!.lr" in !'\'I'.Ih!i‘.h:l'-v_ l'!‘lui
State as a football power, allowing only
five points per game in that span while
scoring over 24, Alwavs a lirm believer
that defense was the most important

foothall, his motto in those davs
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wis “if they can’t score on vou, they

Pasadena would not e¢lude Bezdelk
much longer as he made his third trip to

Southern California with as many teams,

taking his 1923 Penn State team Lo ils
first-aver Rose Bowl. Bezdek's team lost
to Southern Cal 14-3, but he proved once
iwain that he could take yvet another team

Turn to BEZDEK, Page 198
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Hugo Bezrdeek
led both Oregon
and Penn State
to Rose Bowils in
the early 1900s.
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