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It was Mari h t, I'ii7 fresh off a Rose 
Bowl vit.tory. Oregon football coach 
Hugo H«*dek nnnoum ed plans fora two- 

year leave of absent «• to get a degree a! 
the Chic ago Sc hool of Medic ine before 
returning to the t 'diversity 

The Oregon Itnrmld ran a front page 
story 111 which He/dek assured the si bool 
that he would return as the dirot tor of 
athletic s upon completion of tm sc hoot- 
ing 

When he completes Ins studies he 
will no doubt sign a new t ontrat t giving 
him full supervision of the department.' 
the hmvmld reported Marc h :t, 1017. 

Ile/dek. more commonly known on 

-impels as “B«*. gave his linal words in 
tile paper as he thanked those that 
Ixdnonded him at Oregon 

It was simply a matter of bettering 
myself.” Me/dek said 1 want to further 
my work in medic me to get my dot tor's 

degree 1 have several warm friends at 

(Oregon) 1 was considering," 
It was common knowledge that Beetlek 

was held in high regard by many inter- 
ested sc bools looking for a bead coach 
following bis H t) Rose Howl victory 
over 1‘ertnsyIvamn just a few months ear 

tier 

Nonetheless. He/dek was expected to 

return to ()regon !i w.v. never to be, how- 
ever 

As Oregon prepares (of its first Rose 
Howl since 19S8 and hope* (or its first 
victory in tin- game uni » Hezdek s 1917 
squad, they do ii against (ha school that 
wound up benefiting from Bezdok's ser 

vices in much the same wav. 

In 1918. just over a year after leaving 
Oregon and after he coached the Mare 
Island Marines to the 1918 Rost- Howl, 
Bezdek returned to tom lung, jumping 
ship to Penn State 

He/dek s com hing magic continued in 

Pennsylvania From 1919-1921. he lad 
Penn Stale to an amazing il-1 4 rec ord 
Bezdek did his port in establishing Penn 
Stole os a football power, allow ing only 
five points per game in that span white 
si oring over 24 Always a firm believer 
that defense was the* most important 
aspect of football, his motto in those days 
was "if they can’t score on you. they 
can't beat you 

Pasadena would not elude Hezdek 
much longer as he made his third trip to 
Southern (-ahforma with os many teams, 
taking his HI2 t Penn State team to its 
first-ever Rose* Howl Bezdek s team lost 
to Southern tlal 14 t. but he* prosed one e 

again thot he could lake set another team 

Turn lo BE2DEK, Paqo 19B 

Hugo Bexdeek 
led both Oregon 
and Penn State 
to Rose Bowls in 
the eady 1900s. 
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