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to the “"Grandaddy of them all

S0 while Bezdek enjoved success at
both Oregon and Penn State, just who
would he be cheering for in this vear's
Rose Bowl mate h-l.l;n between the two
schools closest to his heart? After all
Bezdek took both schools to their first
ever Rose Bowls, a feat that not too many
coaches can boast of
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Bezdek, who was better known for his

success at Penn State, was never to retur:

to Oregon as he had promised. But his
iame will forever remain near and dear
to Oregon fans’ hearts as the man who

took the Ducks to the promised land

His decision to allow the players i
-\"u"_‘ Lhnstmas at home belore heading
to the city o! "oranges and roses”™ |
what the 1916-17 Emerald sports editor

described as “the hn. 2esl intersectional
game ol recent vears” was met with
understandable happiness
But this was an isolated incident at
best in Bezdek's storied coac hl[l_\.: career
Never known as a plaver’'s coach, he
was better known for his tendency to

make more enemies than friends in his
davs as a college coach. Described by
many as n .'n'lll,'_":--:.-' man with a keen
tootball mind, Bezdek was a difficult
man to get alor 18 \-I'I

‘He liked only [llr![l.a who had some

thing that would improve his image.’
longtime Bezdek assistant coach ( AseY
Jones said. “He never gave any of his

assistants credit or even mentioned their
names.”

In an article on Bezdek, one writer was
quoted as saying : “I don't know any man
who could make as bitter an enemy as
Bez had the knack of doing

Bezdek pushed his playvers hard in

practices and it was not out of the ordi
nary for him to schedule full scrimmages
on game days, although his players were
said 1o have looked forward to Saturdays
as a relief after a strenuous week of prac
e

Sundays featured a long-running hike
ind on Mondays those who didn’t play
on Saturday had a lengthy scrimmage
Hloody Tuesday™ came next in the
week, known as such because every piny
er scrimmaged until they were half dead
Fhe rest of the week was filled with
typical offensive and defensive workouts
that always included at least 30 minutes
f wind sprints
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While Bezdek wor Iy more game

than he lost, | I e Con v
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Along those lines, Bezdek's third trip
to the Rose Bowl with his 1922 Penn
State squad proved to be one of the m
colorful games of his coaching career

not for anyvthing he did during the game

tut for what he did prior to the gams

A capacity crowd of 52,000 was
hand and Elmer (Gloomvy Gus) Hender
son's USC Troiar i e pa f
i ek and t crow | ! 2:30
Kickoll

Hut in one of the stranger incidents in

Rose Bowl history, Bezdek and his
mighty Penn State team were nowhere to
be found, The incident caused quite a
commotion

I'wo explanations have been offered as
to why Penn State over an hour late f
its game with LIS(

I'he first one is that Bezdek held the
game up intentionally as it was a warm
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“Southem California’s Great Caesar Salad” -1 A. Times

Bill Bordwell, Oregon *
invites all Duck fans
to Pasadena’s
Oregon Duck Headquarters

Serving Lunch and Dinner Daily
Voted Best Full Bar in Pasadena

An Old Town Tradition
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Gala New Year’s Eve Party
Adjacent to parade route
Free shuttle to and from game
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¥ STEAKS - CHOPS’
h\ FRESH SEAFOOD
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41 South DeLacey Street, Old Pasadena
2 miles from the Rose Bowl

818-795-4141

Private dining room

Reservations recommended. All major credit cards acc epted.

congratuiations
to UO Foothall
on the

PAC-10 Championship
and good luck cn yourn nun for the noses!

Hlaremari
F nads

An employee-owned store

Hlaremart Z
Foods
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