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. Trevor Kearnﬂv is Brooks' best record since tak ing over the coach 1‘
- ) wly Erroenks ing helm in 1977 3
“: Fhe ideal way for any callege football coach to We are pleased that we were able to get }
) end the season is with a bowl game, and it is no through the Pac-10 conference and represent our :
':‘ cdifferent for Oregon coach Rich Brooks conference in the Rose Bowl.” Brooks said. “We
e I think that, probably to me, the bhiggest high is have a young loothall team, and the young players
:.' bringing Oregon football to that level where it's wied like veterans in their sttitude and focus
a‘." anti Ip itedd that we will be in a bhowl game I'm vOory ||rrm-1 of my |I'tu‘.l‘T'\ and ﬂ]n‘ coach
5‘ Brooks said earlier in the season ing stafl. We have [1\l'irld\|'[url|[”“r All-Pac-10
.. Hrooks has been to three bowl games, all of team and I'm real proud of that
.": which have come in the last five years. He is one But after showing critics and fans alike that the
fJ J!T!l\l't]f!';'lllllltp\il hes to take his team to a bowl Mucks were no l.”\“”\..f_;.“d aller earning the
) game, and became one of only three Orogon Rose Bowl| berth outright, Brooks and his team
‘ coaches to win one when the Ducks beat Tulsa in face all new criticisms. Second ranked Penn State,
. h
¢ the 1989 Independence Bowl the Ducks’ Rose Bowl opponent, has been labeled
" But this season Brooks earned the ultimate sea o 17-point favorite over Oregon, and some would
: son-ending honor when the Ducks clinched a say that margin is being generous 1o the Ducks
fl- long-awaited Rose Bow! berth HBrooks praised Penn State and its powerful
i) F've been at Oregon for 18 years and felt that offense, noting that he was impressed with the
’? we could get to the Rose Bowl when | got there, Nittany Lions’ win over the Michigan State Spar-
:? but rever thought it would take 18 years to  tans
~% accomplish it,” Brooks said “I think it's a challenge to be playing an unde-
! It didn’t look any more optimistic at the begin feated football team,” Brooks said. “We obviously
a ning of this season, when the Ducks were picked have our hands full. 1 kind of got an upset stom-
',_ by some to finish last in the Pac-10, and never ach watching (Penn State coach Joe Paterno's)
& really considered to be bow! contenders, not to  offense go up and down the field against Michigan
r muention in the runnng for the Rose Bow! bid State.”
) An 18-year tenure, though, has made Brooks all But Brooks dismissed any ideas that the large
"" too familiar with the preseason criticisms that he point spread and facing the second-ranked team in
and his team received this season the nation would change his plans for the game
“I'm a firm believer in il you let criticism or "Wa can’t do anything about what people say
praise infiltrate your mind, you are not going to we can only play.” Brooks said. “We're a good
continue to improve as a person or as a team,” team, and you don’t get here by not having a good
Hrooks said team - “ s
All criticism aside, Brooks managed to guide ‘We're not coming down (to Pasadena) to be sac- FILE PHOTO
" the Ducks to the Pac-10 title and the Rose Bowl rificial lambs, we're coming down to win a football Oregon head coach Rich Brooks will finally enjoy his first Rose Bowl
: berth that goes along with it. The Ducks 9-3 record  game.” with the Ducks after 18 years at the heim of the yellow and green.
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