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The ideal way ti.r any rnllngn.football < om h to 
end the season is with a bowl game. and it is no 
different for Oregon < oat h Hit h Brooks 

"I think that, probably to me, tin* biggest high is 
bringing Oregon football to that level whore it's 
antii.ipnted that we will b«> in a bowl game," 
Brooks said earlier in the season 

Brooks has been to three bowl games, all of 
whir h have r ome in the last five years lb* is one 
of five Oregon oar,lies to take his team to a bowl 
game, anti became one of only three Oregon 
toar lies to win one when the Dm ks (sent Tulsa in 
the lOHO Independence Bowl 

But this season Brooks earned tin* ultimate sea- 

son-ending honor when the Ducks clinched n 

long-awaited Rose Bowl berth. 
"I've been at Oregon for tH years and felt that 

we * oulri g*-t to tin* Rose Bowl when I got there, 
hut never thought it would ink*- 1H v*>.irs to 
at t omplish it." Brooks said 

It didn't look any more optimistic at the begin- 
ning of this season, when trie Ducks were pit ked 
by some to finish Iasi in the Par 10. and never 

really considered to be bowl contenders, not to 
mention in the runnng for the Hose Bowl bill 

An 1H year tenure, though, has marie Brooks all 
too familiar with the preseason t ritir.isms that he 
and his team received this season 

“I'm a firm believer in if you let criticism or 

praise infiltrate your mini), you are not going to 
continue to improve as a person or ns a team," 
Brooks smd 

Ail critir ism aside. Brooks managed to guide 
the Dot ks to the Par -JO title and the Rose Bowl 
Iwtrth that gtm% along with ii The Dm ks <>-'! record 

is Brooks’ Iwst nx orrl sine <• inking uvrr ih<* < cach- 
ing helm m li?7 k 

"We are pleased (hat we worn able to gel 
" 

through the Par-10 ixmlerviii <• and rapreMnt our 
conference in the Host- Bowl," Brooks said "Wo 
have a young foothaU loam, and the young players 
« led like veterans in (heir attitude and focus. 

'Tin very proud of my players and the coach- 
mg staff We have five players on the All-Pet: 10 
team and I'm real proud of that 

But after showing critic s and fans alike that the g Dm ks were no pushover, and after earning the P 
Rose Bowl berth outright. Brooks and his team 
fate all new criticisms Second ranked Penn State, 
the Due ks' Rose Bowl opponent. has boon lalteled i 
a 17-point favorite over Oregon, and some would 
say that margin is being generous to the Ducks. 

Brooks praised Penn State and its powerful 
offense, noting that he was impressed with the 
Nittanv Lions' win over the Michigan State Spar- 
tans. 

“I think it's a challenge to he playing an unde- 
feated fool hall loam,” Brooks said 'Wo obviously 
have our hands full I kind of got an upset stom 
nch * at' lung (Penn State roac h |c>«> Paterno's) 
offense go up and down the field against Michigan i 
State" i 

But Brooks dismissed any ideas that the large § 
point spread and fac mg the second-ranked team in jj the nation would c hange his plans for the game 

“We c an't do anything about what people say N 
we can only play," Brooks said "We re a good 
teem, and you don't get hen* by not having a good 
team 

"We're not coming down (to Pasadena) to he sac 
rifu iai la mbs, we're coming down to win a football 
game." 
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>»gon heed coach Rich Brooks will finally enjoy his first Rosa Bowl 
with the Ducks attar 18 years at the halm of the yellow and green 
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