
A" W hr Bihlc is ihuutanth «>( inrs old 4ml is 

one ol the most influential l»<nks in the 
JL world next to knu It permeates out 

culture, es cn making its mark on \inrrn jh cinema < harl 
ton I lesion portrays Moses in I hr I rn ( ’nm.inJmrnh, 
Max \ on Syxkm (ilais lesus in Ihr (irrMr■: Stitt I .rr 1-4.1 
and Bat lira Srmsaml prrnmds to In < »od in / Slat :• Ram 

M ith all of this I’K going lor it, it would seem the 
Bthlc could last thousands of years more But what if it 

were submitted for piihln ation in todav‘s fasi paced mar 

ketplac< I low would a typical hook editor inttijue it 

Dear \utho( 
I've lead your m a nutsnpt. current!) titled Hob Hiblt 

First oil. I'd hkr in sat that I cn|<ncd reading n It’* a 

decent stun with a li»t of potrnual I do, howc\tr, think 
it need' a little mote work I ha\e some suggcstl'ms that 
might improve it I hope t»c van get together and do 
cun them in more detail Fot now though, here ate •* 

few general comments 
• I-list “I all, 1 am having ditto nils with tout witting 

'ttir Narratives told in |sictu prose arc not terv com 

menial these dats Keep in mind tour target audicmc 
ailtenture stones tntolttng miracles and nnstical I icings 
usual!) appeal to the I' to Jt-year-old market 

• \ on Hi i! to det eh ip 

The Last Temptation Of 
An Editor, 

Iltufttratton luuU Hoaca U of PwMv»>i,»n<« 

y otir c haractcrs more 

particular)} God I'm hat 
111 g 11 oifblr nielli I !y mil’ 

with him in ihe story. 
Since you drwritic him as 

l»cing all-powerful, read 
ere won't led much si in 

[lathy for him I love him 
in other areas of his |>cr 
sonalit} as well You say 

that he created Heaven 
and Ivarth, hut what is his 
motivation' Is he lonely- 
f lesh him out more 

Vivo, characters need 
to go through some Lind 
of change in the story 

(,od, however, stays the 
same from beginning to 

end We’ll get together 
later and discuss "charac 
ter arcs 

• \ our plot is unorga- 
nized I here arc four 
parts to any story c»|nisi 

lum. loinpiications. climax and ilcnnurmcni Ymir story 

gtx-s all over the place One minute it's alxmt \dam anil 
rvc, next it’v Moses, then on to Jesus blah, blah, 
blah Non ncnl to simplify what you want to tell your 
readers. 

• Don't muck up yout story With meaningless chat 
aeters In several parts of your manuscript you go on 

with pointless details about who “begat" who Mho 
tares- (it t to the meat ot the story as soon as possible. 

• ( haptcr tour of (icnesis, mapir problems you 
have iharactrrs appearing out of the blue In 4 I*, you 

mention ( ain's wife where did'she come from? I he 
Uh4 lx gins with \dain anil Ivc, then ( .1111 and \lx-l 

1 here w asn't anv mimnm 14 an<>ther woman! 
• N our sex si cues need some work I behest- croti 

etstii and subtlety work well together < )n the other 
hand, \dam “knew' I ve doesn't exactly get mv motor 

running (.nt- more detail 
• I helm and plot sometimes contradict one .moth 

t-i Nou wrote that sexual intercourse is “original sip," 
Imt several of tout hols characters indulge in sex 

In the hen ( <immamlmcnts scene, vou wrote, 
I hou shall not covet tin neighbor's wife," vet in 

another seine vou have the Holy Cihost making 
moves on Joseph's wile, Mary (Maybe thev weren't 
neighbors ) 

• I’robleu with repetition Non might consider 
conibininc the books of .Matthew, Mark, I uk<- and 
John, since they are basically the same story 

• Hunk about renaming Judas 1 *ee him more as an 
I rncst 

Overall. I think it's a wonderful book \ little 
preathv in parts, but otherwise very powerful. It has a 

lot nt commercial potential M ith some rewrites I think 
it could even outsell San Ijingiut’e 

M t-’ll keep in touth I Jir.it 

■ Kvan tiarns, I hr Pointer, 
l of Wisconsin, Stevens Point 

HOLIDAY GIFT WISH LIST 

U. asked 550 students at 22 schools 
what they want this holiday season. 

The results, in order of preference: 
Academic Tools 
I (ompuicr 

I’nnicr 
l Software 

Communications 
I Vnssecnng machine' 

( nnllrcc phone Uu) 
2. Stationery ami Mamjw. 
i Bct |tcr 
4 I’hnnc 

Audio Equipment 
1(1) l’l.n cr 

Speakers 
' Receiver 
4 Digital compact cassette 
( I lciilphoncs 

TV,'Video Equipment 
1 Colin IV 

( jmconlcr 
t V( K 
4 1 user iii« plav cr 

s \ ulcu gainer 

Entertainment Item* 
1. CDs 
J ( oncert tickets 

Movie vnicos 
4. Books 

( 1> koltl 

Photography Equipment 
1 Kilm 
2 It mm camera 

4 1 discs 

4 Imunt jmei 

l)»sjn>v»l»lc lamem 

Transportation 
I ( jr 

2. Bicycle 
4 MiKiiIimIc 
4 In-line skates 

I nti k 

Vehicle Items 
I ( jr ilrrm 

I .if speakers 
4. Tune up 
4 lires 

\mi thelt tlcwsc 

SfKwt* G«ai 
1 \lhlctn shoe' 
~ l liking txmis 
i ( amping gi jr 
♦ V\ civhl\ 

\\ <>rki>ut clothe. 

Cloth#* 
Acce**orte» 
I Im kct/coal 

Jeans 
l Shin's 
4 Sweaters 
> shirtv'blouses 

Survival Gear 
! I .avh 
2 Mmimur 
4 Rdngcfjior 
■4 luvvt-k 
V Pots and (Min 

Personal Caro 
I CrUvkcS 

IVrtumcAolognc 
4 ( osinniiv 

contact lenses (nr) 
-4 Hairdryer 

Sunun Union 

CharitlB*/ 
Chutch©* CauMi 
I'lhesr Jt r gioufu tu .. hi, I- 
iliulfnli :.<;uU uriihlrr 
.Umjtmg mvnry. ilolbn, fvoj 
ot atha goodt in lieu o) 
rtttn rnt .t gift) 
1 l hildtrn 
: \ll)s 
4 ! lomclcss 

-4 Veterans 
IHubtnj 

In Your Dreamt 
1 < ar that never hrraLv 

down 
Ml cvjK-nvcv (uiii trip to 

( alitornia to hang »uh 
I editors 

4 ( niest on 1 cttcrnian 

4 I ickets to Madctm 
\w ards 

He mi M IA ■» nett 

kt,il II ■' Li 

Holiday Withe* 
\ lull 
World (trace 
\ mp to Australia 
I o make my own 

1 I oily wood film 
1 o gel a cool tattoo 
lor M Divit to mmc the 

Raider. baik to I iaUand 
Win the lottery 
V date with katln Ireland 
A lug iil‘ graduate school 

lelltiwthip 
For iw iguana to breed 
•4(H.I’\ 


