
■ COMMENTARY 

Student gets education in dangers of fire hazards 
Hyan bommer 

Thi* average freshmen's firs! 
term at school is filled with 
fun. new friends and an assort 
merit of <*ntr\ level lasses My 
freshmen year, on the other 
hand, has been quite different 

On nn thirrf da\ at school 
tin room (.aught on fire because 
a burning c andle was left unat 
tended in rnv room The fire 
was mi fault and I have admit- 
ted guilt, but the fire could 
have beet! ,n ntded if I would 
have read and known the rules 
in the University of Oregon 
Assignment Workbook, which 
is as mailed to every incoming 
freshman who planned to 
reside in the resident e halls 
I his workbook is fiI led with 
information on tin* residence 
halls along with two pages of 
polic ies and rules It is the 
rules that are this most impor- 
tant 

There are different rules 
in the* workbook and all of 
them were made lo keep the 
students in the residence halls 
safe, espec illy -the esc* ru les per 
taming to fire There are five 
rules related to fire hazards and 
safety equipment They are as 

follows 
Klee trie a I Appliances: 

Kxtension and multi plug adap- 
tors are prohibited When 
power strips arc* used, surge 
protectors and reset buttons are 

required Microwaves and 
appliances with open heat 

soun ds ant! no thnnnmtat t on 
troi (o x iron*, hot platers) art* 

prohibited 
fire Hazard Inspection: 1 he 

(atv Kir*' Marshal will conduct 
inspections of all rooms for fire 
hazards once a vi>»r and will 
return for spot inspet turns once 
a term 

tire Marius and Drills tire 
drills will l»> held at least once 
each term to ensure that all res 

idents are familiar with the 
alarm and the emergency build- 
ing pviii nation plan i vert 
alarm must he treated as an 

emergem v 

t ampering \ > to fine wait 
he imposed for tampering with 
fire alarms, smoke detot tors 

emergent v lights or other fire 
equipment. and for not abiding 
by the mslnu (ions given by the 
fire inspector during fire rein- 

spei (ton 
randies and flammable 

Materials ( .a k■ 

limps pent .in -! !es ■ ■! >!! 
1 m 10,11 • I e m a t e I r e ! a ! 

ardous to the health and safety 
of residents and are prohibited 
inside the residence halls fuel 
powered motored vehicles are 

not permitted inside the resi- 

dence halls 
for the sake of saving spat e. 1 

have cut these rules down to 
the most important parts I have 
to admit that I did not read all 
of the rules m the workbook, 
therefore I was not aware of 
those pertaining to candles I 
have also discovered that a 

majority of (hr students 1 have 
talked to were also unaware of 
the rule regarding t audio* That 
is why I think it is important to 
make those rule* known to 
those who ire still unaware of 
them 

I also personally Indies e that 
some of the rules don't make a 

lot of sense Tor example. I wax 

shocked to find out that can- 
dles were prohibited in the 
dorm rooms while smoking 
cigarettes is not \ large per 
rentage of house fires ire 

caused by lawless smokers, vet 
it is okas to smoke in dorm 
rooms Cigarettes are the mini 
her one nose of fires that result 
m death However, atulles ire 

the number one cause of fires 
in dorm rooms As sou can see 

both > undies and cigarettes 
pose a very signifuant danger 
l he above statistics are exactly 
why candles are not allowed in 
dorm rooms 

I was surprised to see that so 

many students skimmed over 

the rules instead of reading 
them through All of the stu- 
dents 1 talked to were unaware 
that candles were prohibited in 
the dorms They also think that 
the rules should he pari 
phrased into their most impor 
taut omportents so that they 
are not so easily overlooked 
After talking to so mans stu 
dents I hove been led to 
believe that the reason for not 

reading those rules completely 
was simply bei ause it took too 

long Yet I still Iwlievf) that it is 
the students responsibility to 
know find l»y these rules 

The ft re in mv room was an 
at < ident and I was vers lucky 
that the fire was small, las ause 
if the fir** had gotten out of 
hand a lot of people would 
haw. he.-n m danger Mv pi>r 
sonal damages from the fire 
were small, a television, stereo 
and some ( leaning hills Mv 
roommate lost even less, main 

!v lus CDs total damages 
amounted In ahout V’.OtlO. hut 
it ould have been a lot worse 
I he fire could have easily 
spread to another room, or for 
that matter, throughout the 
floor Although unlikely the 
fire could have engulfed the 
entire ss mg of the dorm 

Hut regardless of the fire s 

si/e, It still put a lot of people 
at risk 1 he smoke from the fire 
could have damaged or 

destroyed items in every room 

on the floor If the fire had got 
ten out of r ontriil, it ould have 

above and could have hurt or 

killed urn.no Not on I \ were 

students lit risk. hut the firt»- 
fighters responding to the blare 
wimi m danger, too 

Approximately J l out of !lu> 
•»t> firefighters on duty that day 
responded to the fire That in 

over hi percent of all fin1 fight 
urn on dots in Kugtsne at th<> 
time I'his left It. firefighters 
left to respond to all the alls in 
I ugents. putting the iti/ens of 
tilt’ < its at risk as well An sou 
tan see. what happened had 
the potential to flams a lot of 
people 

Ms not reading the Ki'Nident e 

llalis Workbook, I put many 
people in danger and caused 
lots r>f ilium essars grief What 
Ntarted out as an inuot ent little 
candle ended in a dangerous 
fire with tfte potential for great 
hams It all could hav** been 
avoided if I would have taken 
the time to read the two pages 
that were created to prevent 
junI nor h an u< blent 
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More you need to make a 

single payment, ski season will 
have passed, the groundhog 

will have seen his shadow and 
you’ll have consumed your 
body’s weight in pepperoni. 

BUY AN APPLE MACINTOSH NOW PAY FOR IT LATER 
'it It not fust making it rew fix you k> bus a Macintosh,* were nuking it easier 
for you to bus something else you reaih need tnw Because for a limited 
tune, with tir Computer Loan and 90 Day inferred Payment Pun, you tan 

own a Macintosh personal computer, pnnter. LI) ROM dme or other penph 

crab wukujt nuking .1 single pas incut for 90 da-.'s' Combine that with no hassles, 
no compin' ated forms and alnarfs great student pricing, and live easv to use 

Macintosh is nt'* iiKrwlibiy eass to bus The Apple Computer Loan and 90 [>av 
ifcfcfftu Pavntfni Plan The solution that pm vthj the 
fxwf every student needs The [xwr to be your best’ 

Microcomputer Support Center 
-02 Computing Center • 346-h02 

Monday Friday, Oam Spm 
e-mail: mpp@oregon 

Hurry in today and shop before the holidays! 
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